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TO THE READER. 

'oBTA nascitor non fit, is a seQtence of as great 
ruth as antiquiu^ ; it being most certain, that 
11 ~the acqaired learning imaginable is insuffi- 
lent to C9mplete a poe^ without a natural ge- 
ious and propensity to so noble and sublime an 
rt. And we may, without offence, observe, 
b&t many very learned men, who have been 
jnbitious to be thought poets, have only ren- 
lered themselves obnoxious to that satirical ii^- 
piration our author wittily invokes : 

Which made thein, though it were in spite 

Of nature and their stifrs, to write. 

On the one side, some who have had veijr 
ktle human learning, but were endued with a 
tiTge share of natdral wit and parts, have 1^ 
tome the most celebrated* poets o£ the age 
liey lived in. But as these last are ^ Rane aves 
n terris,' so, when the Muses have not disdain- 
»d the assistances of other arts and sciences, 
ye are then blessed with those lasting- monu- 
nents of wit and learning, which may justly 
daim a kind of eternity upon earth : and our 
iathor, had his' modesty permitted him, might 
with Horace have said, 

Ezegi monupaentum ere perenniua; 
^r, with Ovid, ' ^ - 
, Jamque opus exegi, quod nee Jovis ira, nee ignis, 
Nee Poterit fcrrum, nee adax abolere vetustan. 
The author of this celebrated poem was of 
Ibis last composition : for although he had not 
Ihe happiness of pn academical education, as 
9ome affirm, it may be perceived, throughout 
bis whole poem, that he had read much, and 
^as very well jiccomplished in the naost useful 
Mirts of human learning. 

Rapln, In his reflections, speaking of the ne- 
Uttary quaJities belonging to a poet, tells us, 
Shakspeare, Davenant, itc 
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I? TO THE READER. 

* he must have a genius extraordinary ; grei 
nataral gifts ; a wit just, fruitful, piercing', aoli] 
and universal ; an understandinff clear and di 
tinct; an imagination neat and pleasajit; a 
devation of soul that depends not only on a; 
or study, btit is purely the gift of heaven, whic 
must be sustained -by a lively sense and vivac 
ty ; judgment to consider wisely of thingrs, ai 
vivacity for the beautiful expression of them,'& 

Now, how justly this character is due to 01 
author we leave to the impartial reader, ai; 
those of nicer judgment, who had the happine 
t6 be more intimately acquainted with him. 

The reputation of this incomparable poei 
is so thoroughly established in the world, ths 
it would be superfluous, if not impertinent, t 
endeavour any panegyric upon it Kinff Charh 
11. whom the judicious part of mankind wi 
readily ackjiowledge to be a sovereign judge * 
wit, was so great an admirer of it, that he wou 
often pleasantly quote it in his conversatloi 
However, since most men have a curiosity t 
have some account of such anonymous autnoi^ 
whose compositions have been eminent for 1 
or learning, we have, for their infoimati< 
subjoined a short Life of the Author. 
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SAMUEL BUTLER 

A8 bom in the pailbh of Sfrenshani, in War" 
aterehire, in 1612, probably in Febniarj, na 
e find that be was christened on the 14th day 
■ that month. Of his pai'ents oar information 
very scanty. They gave him education, 
owever,^t the grammar school of Worcester, 
'hence be was removed either to Cambridge 
r Oxford. 

For some time he was clerk to Mr. Jefferys, 
)f Earls-Croomb, in Worcestershire, an eminent 
Qstice of the peace ; and, while in this gentle* 
nan^s service, had leisure for study, and amused 
limself by practising music and painting. He 
was afterward admitted into the family of the 
[Countess of Kent, where he enjoyed the use of 
K library, and the conversation of the celebrated 
Selden. From this house he removed into the 
family of Sir Samuelljuke, one of Cromwell's 
officers, and from what he saw here, is Supposed 
to have conceived the design of ridiculing the 
practices of the republican party, and of Form- 
log his hero on some peculiarities in the cha- 
racter of Sir Samuel. - / 

On the restoration, he was made secretary to 
the Earl of CarburVr president of the princi- 
pality of Wales, who conferred on him the 
stewardship of Ludlow Castle, which Mr. War- 
ton thinks was a veij honourable and lucrative 
office. About this tifhe he married Mrs. Her- 
bert, a lady of some fortune, which, one of his 
biographers informs us, was lost by bad secu- 
rities. 

In 1663, the first three cantos of his Hudibrai 
were published, and introduced to the attention 
of the court by the Earl of Dorset ^ the fol- 
lowing year, the second part made its aj>pear- 
aiice; and such was the general popularitv of 
thig poem, and the particular favour with which 
it was received by the king and courtiers, that 
e?ery one expected some special reward wouF 
be bestowed on the ing^enious author : but, r 
c^t three hundred guineas which the km 



vi . LIFE OP SAMUEL BUTLER. 

said, upon no veiy good ^thority,to havesei 
to him, we find no trace of an^ reward or pr 
motion whatever. Discouraging as this trea 
ment was, Butier published the third part : 
1678, which still leaves the story imperfect. 

He died in. 1680, and was buned in tl 
church'vard of Covent Garden. About six 
years afterward, Alderman Barber, the printc 
erected a monument to his memory in Wee 
minster Abbey. 

After his death three small volumes of li 
posthumous pieces were pubUshed, but amor 
them are many spurious. W 1 759, Mr. Thay « 
of M^chester, published two volumes, whic 
are indubitably-genuine, and consist of proi 
and verse ; but irom neither of these public 
tions can we collect any information as to b 
private life jand character. He is said to ha' 
made no figure in conversation proportions 
to the wit displayed in his immortiU poem ; ai 
King Charles, who had a curiosity'to see hii 
coukl never be brought to believe that he wro 
Hudibras. 

Butler has usuallv been ranked among tl 
tmfortunate poets who have been neglected ] 
their age>; yet although we 6an find no pro< 
of royal munificence having been extended 
him, thefe appears no reason to think that 1 
was poor in the most unfavourable sense. 

Although the persons and events introduce 
in Hudibras are now forgotten, or known oi 
to historic students, the exquisite humour oft 
pieceis still as keenly relished as when first pi 
sented to the public; and much of it has loi 
been introduced into conversation as axioms 
wit and sense. It has, indeed, been justly 
served by Dr. Nash, that, concerning rludibi 
there is but one sentiment: it is universi 
allowed to be the first and last poem of its kinj 
the learning, wit, and humour certainly staL 
^inrivalled. I 



by Google 



I 



HUDIBRAS. 



FART t— CANTO L 

Sir Hadibrai his paninff wortb, ^ 
The maimer hovr he sailyM foitb, 
Hi» armB and equipage are thown ; 
Hia liorae*s yiitues and his own. 
Th* adventure of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is aung, but breaks off in the middle. 

i^BCN civil dudgtpn first grew high, 

^nd men fell oat they knew not why ; 

(Yhen hard words, jealousies, and fean, 

Set^olks together by \he ears, 

And made mem figpt, like mad or drunk, 5 

Per dame Religion as for punk ; 

Wliose honesty they all durst swear for,, 

Tho* not a man of them knew wherefore ; 

When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With lon^-earM rout, to battle sounded, lO 

And po]^^ dram ecdesiastidc, 

Was heat with fiat instead of a stick ;< 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling. 

And out he rode a colonelling. 

A wight he was whose veryjnght would 15 

£&tiUe him Mirrour of Knigh&ood ; 

That never bowM his staMx>m knee 

To any thin|[*bat chivalry ; 

Nor put up Sow, but that which Idd 

Ri^ht worshipfiil on shoulder-blade : 20 

Chief of domestic knights and errant, ^ 

Either for chartel or tor warrant ; 

I. DodKeon. Who made the alterations in the last 
edition of thia poem I Icnow not, Upt they are certainly 
Bometlmee for the worse ;. and I cannot iMsIiere the au- 
thor would have changed a word so proper in that i^ace 
1:8 'dudgeon* is, for that of * fury/ as it is in the. last 
edition. To take in dudgeon, is inwardly to resent ■ — 



iujury or affront; asortofgnimbliogintheglzsaid,and 
wkU is previous to actual fury. 
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S HUDIBRAS. 

Great on the bench, ^Rt ia the saddle. 
That could as well bind o'er as swadX . 
Mighty he was at both of the^, ^""^ ' 
^styldofwar as well as peace. - 
(So some rats, of amphibious nature. 
Are either for thn land or water ) 
But here our author makes a doubt, 
WHether he were more wise or stout. 
Some hold the one, and some the other ; 
But howsoo er they make a pother, ' 
The diffWe was so small, bis briin 
Outweighed his rage but half a grain ; 
Which made some take him Sora tool, 
1 hat knaves do work with, calPd a fool 
For J has been held by manyrthat 
As Montaigne, playing with'his cat, 
Complams she thought him but an ass. 

^"^*J ™r «he would Sir HudibTas^ 

tI In v * ^^? »a»"e our valiant Knight 

To all his challenges did wnte.) ^ 

But they re mistaken very much ; 
1 IS plain enough he wa^ no such. 

We grant, altho' he had much wit, 

H was very shy of using it ; 

As being loth to wear it out. 

And therefore bore it not about • 

Unless on holy-days, or so. 

As men their best apparel do. 

Beside, 'tis known he could speak Greek 

As naturally as pigs scjueak : ^^ 

1 hat Latin was no more difficile* 

i han to a blackbird 'tis to whistle. 

Jjeinfir nch m both, he never scanted 

But much of either woul^ afford 
To many that had not one word. 

T^ fl^ • u^ '^^ *^^h<>' they're found 

To flourish most in barren ground, ei 
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PART I.— CANTO I. » 

He h&d such plenty as sufficed 

To make some think him circuidbis'd ; 

And truly, so he was perhaps, 

Not as a proselyte, but for daps. 

. He was ki logic a great critick, tt 

Profoundly «kilrd in analytic^ ; 

Hd could distinguish and divide 

A hair 'twixt souUi and south-west side; 

On either which he ^ould dispute, 

Confute, change hands, and still confute. ' 70 

He'd undertake to prove, by force 

Of argument, a man's no horse. 

He'd prove a buzSlird is no fowl, , 

And that a lord may be an owl, 

A calf an alderman, a g^oose a justice, 75 

And rooks conunittee-men and trustees. 

He'd run in debt by disputati<Mi, 

And pay with ratiocination. 

AU this by enrllogism, true 

Jn mood and figure he would do. 80 

For Rhetoric, he could not ope 

His mouth, but out there flew a trope : 

92. Here again is an alteration without any amendmniti 
for the following lines. 

And truly, so he was, perhaps. 
Not as a proselyte, but ^r cI^m, 
Are thus changed: 

AncktrUly so, perhaps, he was { 
^is many a pious Christian's case. 

The Jleathens had an odd opfiaion, and hare a strange 
reason why Moses imposed the law of circumcision on Uie> 
Jews ; which, how untrue sOerer, I will gi^e the learned 
reader an account of without translation ; as I llhd it in t^e 
aonotatioiis upon Horace, wrote by my worthy and learned 
friend Mr. Wfiliam Baxter, the great restorer of the ancient, 
and promoter of modert; learning. 

Hor. Sat. 9. Sermon, lib. i.— • Curtis ; quia pellicula immi* 
nuti sunt ; quia Moses Rex Judseorem.Cujus Legibus regun- 
tur, negligentia — medicinaliter Cxsectus est, et ne , 

solus esset notabilis, omnes circumcidi TOluit. Vet. SchoU 

Vocem quae inscitia Librarii exciderat reposul 

• mus ex conjectura, uti et medicinaliter exsectus pro medici - 
nalis effectus quae nihil erant. Quis miretur eiusmodl con- 
vieia l»o(nini Epicureo atque Pagano cxcidicse? Jure igitur 
Henrico Glareano Diabolt Organura ridetur. Etiam Satyra 
ttninta hsec habet : Constat omnia miracula certa rationc 
Veri, de quibus Epicurei prudentissime dinutant.* „ ^ 

66. Analytic is a part of logic that teaches to decline and 
coBstrnc feascm, as^nMnmar does words 
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10 HUDtBRA& . 

And when he happenM to break off 

I' th* middle of his speech, or cough, 

H' had hard words rea< re g» a|be w why, 

And tell what rules he did it by : ** 

Else, when with greatest art he spoke, f 

You'd think he talk'd like other folk : 

For all & rhetorician's rolefi «^ * 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleaa'd to shew't, his speech, 

In lofliness of sound, was rich ; 

A Babylonish dialect, 

Which learned pedants much affect. 

It was a party-colourM dress 95 

Of patch'd and pye-ballM languages : 

'Twas English cut on Greek and Latin, 

Like fustian heretofore on satin. , 

It had an odd promiscuous tone. 

As if h' had talkM three parts in one ; 100 

Which made some think, when he did gabble, 

Th' had heard three labourers of Babel; 

Or Cerberus himself pronounce 

A leash of languages at once. 

Thi^ he as volubly would vent 105 

As if his stock would ne'er be spent ; 

And truly to support that charge. 

He had supplies as- vast and large : 

For he could coin or counterfeit - 

New words with little or no wit : ^ 110 

Words, so debased and hard, no stone 

Was hard enough to touch ihem on : ^ 

And when with hasty noise he spoke 'em, 

The ignorant for current took 'em ; 

93. A confusion of languages, Hu6h as some of our 
modern virtuosi used to express themselves in. 

103. Cerl>eru8 ; a name which our poets giv& a dog 
with three heads, which they feigned dnor-lceeper of 
hell, that caressed the unfortunate souls sent thither, and 
devoured them that would get out again : yet Hercules 
tied him u p; and made him follow. This dog with three 
heads, denotes the past, the present, and the time to 
eome, which receive, and, as it were, devour all things. 
Hercules got the better of him, which shews that heroio 
"•ns are always victorious over time, becaose their 
esent ii^tbe memory of posterity 
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JPART L~CANTO I. U 

That had the oiatof, who onoe 111 

~ Did fill his mouth with pebble stones 

When he haranguM, but known his phnuae, 

He would have usM no other ways. 

In Mathematicks he was greater 

Than Tvcho Brahe or Erra Pater : 120 

For he, by. geometric^ seale, ^ 

Could take the size of pots of ale ; 

Resolve, by signs and tangents, straight, 

If bread or butter wanted weight ; 

And wisely tell what hour o* W daf 125 

The clock does strike, by algebra. 

Beside, he was a shrewd philosopher, 

And had read ev'ry text and gloss over : 

Whatever the crabbed'st author hath, 

He understood b* implicit faith : 130 

Whatever sceptic could inquire for. 

For ev'ry why he had a wherefore ; 
. Knew more than forty of them do. 
As far as words and terms could go : 
Alj^which' he understood by rote, 135 

And, as occasien servM, would quote : 



115. Demosthenes, Teho is said to have had a defect in hii 
pTominclation, which he cared by using to speak with litUe 
stones in his month. 

120. ^ycho Brahe was an eminent Danish matheAiatician. 

Q,iff?r. in CoMier'n Dictionary, or cteewhere. 

iyl. ScCkiic. Fyuho was the chief of the sceptic philoso- 
phers, and was at first, as ApoJlodofus saith, a painter, then 
necatne the hearer-of Driso, and at last the disciple of Anaxa- 
goras, whoriThe followed into India, t9^ce the-.Gj-mnoso- 
phists. He [iretended that men did nothing but by custom ; 
that there was neither honesty nor dishonesty, justice nor 
injustice, griiod nor evil. He was very solitaryj lived to be 
ninety years old, was highly esteemed in his country, and 
. created chief priest. He lived in the time of Epicurus and 
* Theophrastus, about the 120th Olympiad. His follovi^era 
vrere called Pyrrhonians ; besides which, they were named 
theEphetics and Aphoretics, but more generally Sceptics. 
This sect made their chiefest good to consist in a sedate ncsa 
of mind, eicempt from all passions; in regulating their opi- 
nions, and moderating their passions, which they call Alalia 
andlttctrlcpathia; and in suspending their judgment in re- 
gard of good and evil, truth or falsehood, which they call 
Kpechi. Septus Empiricus, who lived In the second century, 
underthe Emperor Antoninus Fius, writ ten books againct 
the mathematicians or astrologers, and three of the Pyrrho- 
nian opinion. The word is derived from the Greek - 
quod est, ' conaiderare, specular!.' 
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£1 BtmiBKAS* 

No matter whether right or wrong, J 

They might be either said or sung. J 

His notions fitted things so well, S 

That which was which he could not tell ; 14(| 
But oftentimes mistook the one 
For th' other, as great clerks have done. 
He could reduce all thin^ to acts, 
And knew then- natures by abstracts ; 
Where entity and quiddity, 145 

The ghosts of defunct bodies, fly ; 
Where truth in person does appear. 
Like words congeal'd in northern air. 
He knew whatV what, and that's as high 
As metaph^sic wit can fly- 150 

In school-dirinity as able 
As he that bight Irrefragable ; 
' A second Thomas, or, at onee 
To name them all, another Dunce: 

143. The old philosophers thought to ex'tract notions oijt of 
palural things, as chymista do spirits and essences; and, 
when they had refined them into the nicest sabtilties, gETe 
them as insignificant names aa those operators do their ex- 
tractions : But, (as Seneca says) the suhtler things are ren 
dered, they are but the nearer to nothing. So are all the.T 
definition ofthingsby acts the nearer to n^>"f "^e. 

147 Some authors have mistaken truth for a real thing>, 
when it is nothing hut a right method of putting those no 
tions or images «f things (in the understanding of man) mto 
the same state and order thai their onginais hold in uature ; 
and therefore Aristotle says, 'Unumquodque s*cut se habefr 
secundum esse, ita se habet secundum ventatcm. Diet 

* 148- Some report, that in Nova Zembla and Greenland,^ 
men^s words are vront to be froaen in the air, and at the thaw 

*"l5l. Here again is another alteration of three or four Ihiea, 

'"^'J,'e"sVoml''tpTSvysre added «, .he. titleof son,, f, 

mou3 doctors, as Angel icus, Irrefragabilis, Subtiha, &c. 
Vide Vo53i Etymolog. Bailkt Jugemens de Ssavans, and 

Possevin '3 Apparatus. „ . . , . , ^ -. ,«.-,. 

153. Thomas Aguinas, a Dominican friar, was bornm 122J, 
and studied at Cologne and Paris. He new Welled the 
school divinity, and was therefore called the Angelic Doctor, 
and Eagle of Divines. The moet jllustriffus pcrsons^of h.s 
time were ambitious of his friendship, and put a high value 
on his merits, so that tlicy offered him bishoprics, which he 
refused with as much ardour as others seek after them. He 
died in the fiftieth year of his age, and was canonized by Pope 
John Xn. We have his i^rorks in eighteen volumes, sererai- 

Johannas Dunacotas. was a very learned man, who lited 

o„..ed.vGoogle ^ 
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PART I.— CANTO I. 13 

Profbond in all the nominal 155 

And real ways beyond thorn all ; 

For he a rope of sand coald twist 

As tough as learned Sorbonist ; 

And weare fine cobwebs, fit for skall 

That's emoty when the moon is full ; 160 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That's to be let unfurnished. 

He could raise scruples dark and nice, 

And after solve 'em in a trioo ; 

As if Divinity had catchM 16$ 

The ito^ on purpose to be scratched ; 

Or, like a mouxiiebank, did wqund ' 

And stab hersplf with doubts profound, 

Only to shew with how small pain 

The sores of fiuth are cur'd again ; - 170 

about the cgdof the tWtteenlh and beginning of the fourteenth 
pentunr. The Enriish and Scotch strive which of them ehaU 
!*'(5,*^*L**°"^"': *>*>>• ^r***' Th« English say he was born" 
tn Northumberland ; the Scots allege he was bom at Duns, 
in the -Mers, tho neighbouring county to Northumberland, 
and hence was caUcd Dunseotua. Bloreri, Buchanan, and 
«ther Scotch historians, are of this opinion, and for pioof cite 
bit epitaph : 

Scotia me gimait, Anglia suscepit, 
OalUa edocuft, Germania tenet. • 

He died at Cologne, November d, 1308. In the supblement 
to Dr. Cavers Historia Literaria, he is said to be extraordi- 
iary learned in physics, metaphysics, mathematics, and as- 
tronomy ; that his fome was so great when at Oxford, that 
90,000 scholars came thither to hear his lectures ; that whea 
at Paris, his arguments and authority carried it for the ira> 
maculate conception of the Blessed Virgin *. so that they ap- 
pointed a festival on that account, and Avouid admit no scbu- 
lars to degrees but such as were of this mind. He was a 



_Ji was 

^ , 1 him the 

Lathy Doctor^. 

158. Sorbon was the first and most considerable college of 
the university of Paris, founded in the reign of St. Lewis, by 
Robert Sorbon, which nahie is sometimes given to the whole 
nniversity of Paris, which was founded abqiit the year 74 1 , by 
«.-_. j^ j^j jjj^ persuasion of the learned Alcuinus, who 



was one oT the first professors there ; since which time it htts 
been very famous. This college has been rebuilt with an'ex • 
traordinary magnificence, at the charge of Cardlhal Riche- 
Ken, and contaUns lodgings for thirty -six doctors, who are 
called the Soeiety of Sorbon. Those which are received 
•aong them before they have received their doctor's dearee, 
■rtMUy said to be ofthehoqiitality of Sorbon. Claud. HoMr 
itM 4e Am4. Parif. Spondan. in AmnL 
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14 HUDIBRAS. 

Altho^ by yroful proof we find 

They always leave a scar behind. 

He knew the seat of Paradise, 

Could tell in what degree it lies ; 

And, as he was disposed, could prove it 175 

Below the moon, or else above it : 

What Adam dreamt of, when his bride 

Came h-om her closet in his side : 

Whether the devil tempted her i 

By a High-Dutch interpreter : , 180 

If either of them had a navel : '*''«•• 

Who first made music malleable : 

Whether the serpent, at the fall. 

Had cloven feet or none at all. 

All ihis without a ^loss or comment, 185 

He could un!riddle m a moment. 

In proper terms, such as men smatter. 

When they throw out, and mlsa the matter. 

For his religion, it was fit 
To match his learning and his wit : 190 

'Twas Presbyterian true blue ; ^ 
For he was of that stubborn crew 
Of errant saints whom all men grant ^ 
To be the true church militant ; 
Such as do build their faith upon 195 

The holy text of pike and gun ; 
. Decide all controversies iy 
Infallible artillery ; v 

And prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apostolic blows and knocks : ' ^ 200 

Call fire, and sword, and desolation, 
A godly thorough reformation, 

173. There is nothinglnore ridiculous than the various 
opinions of authors al>outthe seatofParadise. Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh has taken a great deal of pains to collect 
them, in the beginning of. his History of the World , 
where those who are unsatisfied may be fully informed. 

180. OcHttpius Becanus endeavours to prove, that 
Hi^ Dutch was the language that Adam and Eve spolce 
In Paradise. 

181. Adam and Eve beingmade,and not conceived and ' 
formed in the womb, had no navels, as some learned 
men have supposed, because they had no need of them. 

183. Music is ^id to be inrented by Pythagoral, who 
"^t found out tbeyproporti<m of notes from the sounds 
vmners upon i^n aovU. 
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PART L— CANTO I. IS 

Which always mtiBt be carryM on, 

And still be doing, never done : 

As if reli^on were intended 205 

For nothing else but to be mended. 

A sect whose chief deVotion lies 

In odd perverse antipathies ; 

In falling out with that or this. 

And finding somewhat still 'amiss : 210 

More peevish, cross, and splenetick, 

Than dog distract, or monkey sick ; 

That with more care keep holy-day 

The wronff, than others the right way : 

Compound for sins they are inclined to, 2X5 

B^ damning those they have no mind to : 

Still so perverse and opposite. 

As if they worshippM God for spite. 

The self-same thing they will abhor 

One way, and long another for. 220 

Free-wiu they one way disavow ; 

Another, nothing else allow. 

AH piety consists therein 

In them, in otler men all sin. 

Rather than fail, thoy will decry 225 

That which they love most tenderly ; 

Quarrel with minc'd pies, and disparage 

Their best and dearest friend, plum-porridge . 

Fat pig and goose itself oppose. 

And blaspheme custard thro' the nose. 230 

Th' apostles of this 6erce religion, 

Like Mahomet's, were ass and widgeon ; ' 

To whom our Knight, by fast instinct 

Of wit and temper, wassolinkt, 

Asifhypocrisy and nonsense* 235 

Had got th' advow&on of his conscience. 

Thus was he^fled and aocouter'd, 
We mean on th°inside not the outward ; 
That next of all we shall discuss : 
Then listen. Sirs, it follows thus : 240 

S3S: Mahomet had a tame doye that oaed to pick seedi 
oat of his ear, that it might be tliought to whisper and 
tiw|rire him. Hla, ass was so intimate with him, that 
the Mahometans believed it carried liim to heavegn^an^ 
itays there with him to bring him back again. 
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Hu tawny beard was th' eqaal grace 

Both of hie wisdom and his fkoe; 

In cut and dje so like a tile, ■ 

A sudden view it would beguile : 

The upper part thereof was whey ; SMS 

The nether, orange mix^d with gray. 

This haiiy meteor did denounce 

The fall of sceptres and of crov^ns ; 

With Ipisly type did represent 

Declining age of government ; 5250 

And tell wiSi hieroglyphick spade. 

Its own grave and Uie state's were made. 

Like Samson's heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue ; 

Tho' it contributed its own fall, 5155 * 

To Wait u|lbn the pubhck dowmkll : 

It was monastick, and did grow 

In holy orders by strict vow ; 

Of rule as sullen and severe 

As that of rigrid Cordelier. 260 

'Twas bound to suffer persecution 

And martyrdom with resolution ; 

T' oppose itself ajOfainst the hate 

And vengeance ofth' incensed state ; 

In whose defiance it was worn, 265 

Still ready to be puird and torn ; 

With red-hot irons to be tojturM ; 

Eevil'd, and spit upon, and martyrM. 

Maugre all which, 'twas to stand fast, 

As long as monarchy should last ; 370 

But when the state should hap to r^l, 

'Twas to submit tovfatal steel. 

And fall, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fall of state ; 

Whose thread of life the fatal sisters 275 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that Time should never. 

In life or death, their fortunes^ sever : 

But with his rusty sickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. 280 

> made a vow never to cat his beard untU the 
' had subdued the king : of which order of 
ries there were many in those times. 
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When of his hose we come to treat, 
Tlie cupboard where he kept his meat 

His doublet was ofsturdy buff, 305 

And though not sword, yet cudgel proof; 
Whereby i.was fitter for his use. 
Who fearM no blows, but such as bruise. 

His breeches were of rugged woodlen, 
And had been at the siege of Bullen ; 310 

To old king Hany so well known. 
Some writers held they were his own. 
Thro' they were linM with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese, 
And fat black-puddings, proper food 315 

For warriors that deUght in blood. 
For, as we said, he always chose 
To carry vittle in his hose. 
That often tempted rats and mice 
The ammunition to surpnse : 390 

And when he put a hand bjit in 
The one or t' other magazine. 
They stoutly hi defence on't stood, 
And from the wounded foe drew blood ; 
And till th' were stormM and beaten out, 335 
Ne^er left the fortify 'd redoubt. 
And tho' kni^hts-errant, as some think, 
Of old did neither eat nor drink. 
Because, when Uiorough deserts vast, 
And regions desolate^ they past, 330 

Where t>elly-timber above ground, 
Or under, was not to be found. 
Unless they grraz'd, there's not one.word - 
Of their provision on record ; 
Which made some confidently write, . 335 
They had no stomachs, but' to fighL 
'Tis false ; for Arthur wore in hall 
Round table like a farthingal, . 
On which, with shlit pull'd out behind. 
And eke before, his gpod knights din'd. 340 

337. Who tlHfl Arthur wan, and whether any ever 
reined in Britain, has been doubled heretofore, and ii 
by some to this very day However, the history ofhin, 
irhich nakes him one of the nine worthies of the wortj, 

H subjcet suffielcct for the poet to be pleasant npoa. 
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Thouffh Hwas ifo table, some suppose, ' 
Bat a liufe pair of round trunk nose ; 
' In which ne canryM as much meat 
Ab he and all the knights could eat, ^ 344 
When, laving by their swords and truncheons, 
They took their breakfasts, or their nuncheons. 
But let tbafpass at present, lest 
We should foreet where we digrest, 
Ab learned au^ors use, to whom - 
We leave it, and to th"* purpose come. 250 

His puissant sword unto his side, 
Near his undaunted heart, was ty*d ; 
With basket-hilt, that would hold broth, 
And serve for %ht and dinner both. 
In it he melted lead for bullets, 355 

To shoot at foes, and sometimes pullets, 
To whom he bore so fell a grutch. 
He ne'er gave quarter t' any such. 
The trenchant blade, Toledo trusty, 
For want of fighting, was grown rusty, 360 
And ate into itself, for lack 
Of somebody to hew and hack. 
The peaceful scabbard where it dwelt 
The rancour of its edge had felt; 
For of the lower end two handful 365 

'It had devoured, Hwas so manful; 
And so much scorned to lurk in case, 
As^if it durst not shew its face. 
In many desperate attempts. 
Of warrants, exigents, contempts, 370 

It had appear'd with courage bolder 
' Than Serjeant Bum invading shoulder. 
Oft had it ta'en possession. 
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And prisoners too, or made them run. 
This sword a dagger had t' his pag( 
That was but little for his age ; . 
And therefore waited on him so, 
As dwarfs upon knights-errant do. 

359. The capital city of New Cafltilej In Spain, with 
an archbifhopric and primacy. It was very flimoas, 
amonnt other thhigi, for temperinc the l>est metal f" 
fwor^, «< Damaacua was, and peniapa may be stK' 
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90 HUDIBRAS. . 

It was a ae n r i c ea ble dudgeon, ^ 

Either for fiffbtinff or for drudging. 389 

When it had stabbM, or broke a^ head, 

It would scrape trenchers, or chip bread ; 

Toast cheese or bacon ; tho' it were 

To bait a mouse-trap, ^twould not care. 

'Twould make clean shoes ; and in the earth 385 

Set leeks and onions, and so forth. 

It had been 'prentice to a brewer, 

Where this and more it did endure ; 

But left the trade, as many more, 

Have lately done on the same score. 390 

In th' holsters, at his saddle-bow, 
Two aged pistols he did stow. 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could not ^et. 
These would inveigle rats with th* scent, 395 
To forage when the cocks were bent : 
And sometimes catch 'em with a snap 
As cleverly as th' ablest trap. 
They were tipon hard duly still, 
And ev'ry night stood sentinel, 400 

To guard the magazine i^ the hose 
From two-leggM and from four-legg'd foes. 

Thus clad and fortify'd. Sir Knight 
From peaceful home set forth to fight. 
But firet with nimble,^ctive force 405 

He got on th* outside of his horse ; 
For navinff but one stirrup ty'd 
T' his saddle, on the farther side. 
It was so short h' bad much ado 
To reach it with his despVate toe : 410 

But after many strains and heaves, 
He got up to the saddle-eaves. 
From whence, he vaulted into th' seat. 
With so much' vigour, strength, and heat, 
That he had almost tumbled over 415 

With his own weight, but did recoyer, 
^ laying hold on tail and mane, 
Which on^e us*d instead of rein. 

^ 389. Oliver (Sromwoll and Colonel Pride bad boss 
boUife 
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But now we talk of mounUin Meed, 

Before we farther do proceed, 420 

It doth behove us to say someihing 

Of that which bore our valiant bumpkin. 

The beast was sturdy, large, and taU, 

With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall. 

I would say eye ; for h* had but one, 425 

As most agree ; tho' some say none. 

He was well stayM; and in his gait 

Preserved a grave majestic state. 

At spur or switch no more he sliept, . 

Or mended pace than Spaniard whipt ; 430 

And yet so fiery he would bound 
V As if he griev'd to touch the ground : 

That Caesar's horse, who as fame goetf 

Had corns upon his feet and toes, 

Waa not by half so lender hoofit, 435 

Nor trod upon the ground so soft. 

Arid as that beast would kneel and stoop 

(Some write) to take-bis rider up, 

'So Hudibras his ('\is well known) 
' Would often do to set him down. ,440 

We shall not need to say what lack 

Of leather was upon his back ; 

For that was hidden under pad, 

And breech of Knight, galFd full as bad. 

ffis strutting ribs on both sides shew'd 445 

Like furroughs he himself had plow'd ; 

for underneath the' skirt of pannel, 

Twixt evYy two there was a channel. 
t His draggling tail hung in the dirt. 

Which on his rider he would flirt, 450 

Still as his tender side he prick 'd. 

With armM beol, or with unarm'd, kick'd ; 

For Hudibras wore but one spur ; 

As wisely knowing, could he stir * • 

To active trot one side of 's horse, 455 

L Tlie olher would not hang an arse. 

A squire he had, vvhose name was Ralph, 

That in th* adventure went his half: 
433. Julius Ciesar had a horse with feet like a man's. 

'Utebatur eqno iiMigni ; pedibusprope humanift, et in 

modmn dl^torum ungulis fiaaia. Suet,- i n Jul. cap. 3^ 
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Thobgli writon, for more statdij tanm. 

Do cJl him Ralpho ; 'tis aU ono; 4 

And when we can with metre eafe, 

j^ell call him so ; if not, plain Ralph. 

^For rtiyme the rodder ii of verees, i 

With which like ships they steer their coorM 

An equal stock of wit and valour 4( 

He had laid in ; by birth a tailor. 

The miffhty Tytian queen that gain'd^ 

With subtle shreds a tract of land, 

j>id leave it with a castle fair 

To his ^[reat ancestor, her heir. 

From him descended cross-lm'd knisfats, 

FamM for their faith, and waruke fights 

A|[ainst the blooay cannibal, . 

whom they destroyed, both great and small J 

This sturdy Squire he had, as well 

As the bold Trojan knight, seen Hell ; 

Not with a counterfeited pass 

Of gofden bough, but true goldilaee. 

His knowledge was not far behind 

The Knights, but of another kind, 48^ 

And he another way came by t : 

Some call it Gifts, and some New-Light ; 

A liberal art that costs no pains 

Of study, industry, or brains» 

His wit was sent him for a token, 46f 

But in the carriage crackM and broken. 

Like commendation nine-pence crook'cU 

With — To and from my love — It look'dL 

He ne'er consider^ it, as loth 

To look a gift-horse in the mouth ; 49C 

And very wisely would lay forth 

No more upon it than 'twas worth. 

But as he got it freelv, so 

Hi spent it frank and freely too. 

467. Dido, queen of Carthase, who bousht as mock 
land Si ihe could compSM withsn ox*s hite, which iIk 
cut Into imall thongs, and cheated the owner of so moc^ 
ground as served her to build Carthage upon. 

476. iEneas, wholn VirgU reports to use a molia 
bough for a pass to hell ; and tailors caU that plase bell 
where they put all they steAl. f wie ik» 
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For saints themselves will soBietimer be, 495 

IhT gifts that cost them nothing, free. 

ty means of this, with hem and cough, 

Prolonffers to enlightened stuff, 

He comd deep^mysteries unriddle 

As easily as thread a needle. 500 

For as of vagabonds we say. 

That they are ne*er beside the way ; 

Whate'er men speak by this New L^ht, 

Still they are sure to be i' th' right. 

Tis a dark-lantern of the spirit, ■ 505 

Which none see by but those that bear it : . 

A light that flidls down from on high. 

For spiritual trades to coz^i by : 

An igiiia fatuus, that bewitches 

And leads men into pools and ditches, 5ID 

To make them di^ themselves, and sound 

For Christendom in dirty pond ; 

To dive like wild-fowl for salvation. 

And fish to catch regeneration. 

This light inspires and plays upon 515 

The nose of saint like bag-pipe drone, 

And speaks throueh hollow iempty soul, 

As through a trunk or wbisp'ring hole, 

Such language as no mortal ear 

But spirival eaves-droppers can hear : 520 

So PhoBbus, or some friendly muse. 

Into small poets' song infuse. 

Which they at second-hand, rehearse. 

Thro* reed or bag.pipe, verse for verse. 

Thus Ralph became mfaUible 525 

As three or lour-leggM oracle. 
The ancient cup, or modem chair y 
Spoke truth pomt-blank, tho' unaware 

For mystic learning, wondrous able 
In magic Talisman and Cabal, 530 

5B6. Read tbe great Geographical Dictionary under 
tbai word. 

530. Talisman is a device to de&troy any sort of ver- 
min, by casting their images in metal, in a precise mt- 
nate, when the stars are perfectly inclined to do them 
•II the mischief they can This has been experienced 
fcy some modem virtuosi upon rats, mice, and fleas, and 
fmind (as th^y afllrm) to produce the effect with a 
table success. ^ ' . ., 

Raymond Lully interprets cabal, out of the A 
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^^016 primitiTe trtdi^on FMcfaet 
Ils far as Adam^s firet green bveecfaes ; 

eep sighted in intelligences, 
deas, atoms, influences ; 
And maclL of terra incognita, 535 

Th' intelli^ble world, could say > 
A. deep occult j^hilosopher, 
As leam'd as the wild Irish ai^, 
Or Sir Affrippa; for profound 
And solid lying much renown'd. 640 

He Anthroposophus and Floud, 
And Jacob Befamen understood : 
Knew many an amulet a.nd charm, 
That \yould do neither good nor harm: 
ja Rosy-crucian lore as learned, 54^ 

As he that Vere adeptus earned. 
He understood the speech of birds 
"As well as they themselves do. words; 
Could tell what subtlest parrots mean, 
That speak and think contrary clean : 550 

signify Scientia suptrabundans ; which his commenta- 
tator, Cornellud Agrippa, by ovei magnifying, has ren- 
dered a very superfluoua foppery. 

532. The author o« M^gia Ademica endeavtKirB to 
prove ihe learning of the ancient Miigi to be derived from 
that Icnowledge which God hinwelf taught Adam in 
Paradise before the (all 

535 The intelligible v«rorld is a kind of Terra del 
Fuego, or Psittacnnun Regio, &c discovered only by 
the philosophers, of which they tallc like parrots, what 
they do not understand. 

538. No nation in the World is more addicted to this 
occult philosophy than the wild Irish are, as appears by 
the whole practice of their lives ; of which see Camdes 
in his description of Ireland. 

539. They who would know more of Sir Corneliiw 
Agrippa, here meant, may consult ihe Great Oiciionar)'. 

541. Anthroposophus is only a compound Greek word, 
which signifies a man that is wise in the knowledge of 
men, as is used by some anonymous author to conceal 
bis true^ name- 

Dr. Floud was n sort of an English Rosy crucian, 
whose works are extant, and as intelligible as those of 
Jacob Behmen. 

545. The fraternity of the Rosy- crucians is very liM 

'le sect of the ancient Gnnstici, who called themvelvei 

^rom the excellent learning they pretended to, al- 

^h they were the most ridiculous sots of mankind. 

e adeptus is one that has commenced in Their fk- 

extravagance. 
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PART I— CANTO I. 25 

.What member 'tis of -whom they talk, 
When thej cry Rope, and Walk, knave, walk. 
**e^extrsLct numbers out of matter, 
And keep them in a gtass, like water ; 
Uf sov reiffn pow'r to make men wise ; 
For droppM in blear thick^ighted eyes, 
I hey d make them see in darkest night. 
Like owis, tho' purblind in the light 
m help of these (as he profess'd) 
He had First Matter seen undress'd : 
He took her naked all alone. 
Before one r^g of form was on. 
The Chaos too he had descry'd, 

«ot that of pasteboard which inen shew 565 

*or ^oats, at feir of Barthorraew ; 

But Its great grandsire, first o' th' name, 

Whence that and Reformation came ; 

Both cousin-germans, and right able - 

1 mveigle and draw in the rabble. 570 

^t Reformation was, some say, 
' th' younger house to Puppet-play, 

He could foretel whats'ever was 

By consequence to come to pass ; 

As death of great men^ alterations, 575 

: peases, battles, inundations, 

Afl this, without th' eclipse o' th' sun, 

Up dreadful comel,^e hath done, 

By inward liffht; a way as good, 

And easy to. be understood ; " 580 

P But with more lucky hit than those 

Inat use to make the stars depose, 

L&e knights o' th' post, and falsely charge 

Upon themselves what others forge : 

As if they were consenting to 

M mischief in the world men do 
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y Jike the devU did tempt and sway 'em 
V *^ roflrueries, and then betray 'em. 
f™y'n search a planet's house to know 

Who broke and robb'd a house below : 590 

™mine Venus, and the Moon, 

Who stole a thimble or a spoon ; 
C 
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And tho' ihey noUiUur will 
Tet by their wry look« can ffue8a, 
And loH what ffttttty aapect l)odeB, 
Who stole, and who recseiv'd the goods. 
They^ll question Man, and by bis loofc. 
Detect who twas that nimmM a doke; 
Make Meroory confess, and Wch 
Those thieves which he himself did teach. ■ 
They'll find i' th' physioimonMeB 
O* th' planets, all nien's destinies ; 
like mm that took the doctor's bill. 
And swallow'd it hwtead o' th' piU : 
Cast the nativity o' th' question. 
And from positions to be guess'd on, 
As st^ as if they knew the moment. 
Of ntSive's birth tell ^vhat will come ont 
They'll feel the pulses of the stars. 
To find out agrues, coughs, catarrhs ; on 
And tell what crins does 'diyine 
The rot in sheep, or mange in swine : 
In men, what flrives or cures the itch; 
What makes them cuckolds, poor or rich; 
What gauis or loses, hangs or saves ; ^ 
What makes men .great, what fools or knaret 
But not what wise ; for only of those 
The 8tar» (they say) cannot dispose. 
No more than can the astrologians ; • , v^, 
There they say right, and like, true Trojans. 6* 
This Ralpho knew, and therefore took 
The otiier course, of which we spoke. 

Thus was th' accomplish'd Squire enda d 
With gifis and knowledge per'lous shrewd. 
Never did trusty Squire with Knight, J** 
Or Knight with Squire, e'er jump more rig"'^ 
Their arms and equipage did fit, 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit 
Their valours too were of a rate ; , .. 
And out they sally'd atlhe ffate. ^ 

Few miles on horseback had they jogffedi 
But Fortune unto them tum'd dogged; 
For they a sad adventure met. 
Of wliiph anon we mean to treat ; 
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\%A ere we venture to onfoki " 635 

kcbievements so resolv'd and bold, 

Va should, as learned poets use, 

xiv<^e the assistance of some muset 

^O'veever, critics count it sillier 

Pban jugglers talking to familiar. €40 

iVe thml: *tis no great matter which ; 

[%ey're all alike ; yet we.shall pitdi 

!>n one that fits our purpose most, 

(Vbom therefore thus do we accost : 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors, 645 
[>i<lst inspire Withers, Piyn, and Vickars, 
Vnd force them, tho^ it was in spite 
3f nature and their stars, to wnte ; 
Who^ as we find in sullen writs, 
\nd cross-graln'd works of modem witi, ' 650 
With vanity, opinion, want. 
The wonder or the ignorant, 
The praises of the author, pennM 
B' himself, or wit-ensuring firiend ; 
The itch of picture in the front, 665 

With bays and wicked rhyme upon't ; 
An that is left o' th' forked hill, 
To make men scribble without skill ; 
Canst make a poet spite of fiite, 
And teach all people to translate, ^660 

Tho' out of languages in which 
Hie J understand no part of speech ; 
Asedst me but this once, I 'mplore. 
And I shall trouble thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town, 665 

To those that dwell therein well known ; 
Therefore there needs no more be said here ; 

We unto them refer our reader ; 

For brevity is very good. 

When w^ are, or are not, understood. 670 

To this town people did repair. 

On days of market, or of fair, 
646. This Vickara' was a man of as m-eat interest and 

authority in the late Reformation as Pryn or Withsm, 

and as able a poet He translated Virgirs ^neids into 

as horrible travesty in earnest, as the French Scaroon 

did in burlesque, and was only outdone in his way b^ 

the politic author of Oceana. 
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And to crackM fiddio, uid home tabor, 

In merriment did drud^ and labour. 

But now a spoil mora formidable I 

Had rak'd toother village rabUe ; 

Twas an' old way of recreating, 

Which leai^ied butchers call bear-baitmg: 

A bold ^dvent'rous exercise, 

With ancient heroes in high prize : ( 

For authors do affirm it came 

From Isthmean or Nemean game : 

Others derive it from the bear 

That's fixM in northern hemisphere. 

And round about the pole does make (8 

A circle like a bear at stake, 

That at the chain's end wheels about. 

And overturns the rabble-rout. 

For ailer solemn proclamation. 

In tho bear's name (as is the fashion, ^ 

According to the law of arms. 

To keep men from inglorious harms,)' 

That nohe presume to come so near 

As forty foot of stake of bear, 

If any yet be so fool-hardy, ^ 

T' expose themselves to vain jeopardy 

If they' come wounded on, and lame. 

No honour's got by such a maim ; 

Altho' the bear gain much, b'ing bound J 

In honour to mu^e good his ground, '^ 

When he's engaged, and. takes no notice, 

If any press upon bim, who 'tis; 

But lets them know, at their own cost. 

That he intends to keep his post. ^ 

This to prevent, knd other harms, '^ 

Which always wait on feats of arms • 

(For in the hurry of a fray 

•Tis hard to keep out of harms way,) 

Thither the Knight his course did ste^r, 

To keep the peace 'twixt dog and bear j 71" 

As he believ'd he was bound to do 

In conscience, and commission too ; 
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?iiA •therefore thus bespoke the Squire : 

We that are wisely mounted higher 
ITliaxi constables in curule wit, 715 

WHen on tribunal bench we sit, 
LilLe speculators should foresee, 
FVom' rharos of authority, . 
E^ortended ipischiefs farther than 
Low !]^roletarian ty thing.men : 730 

\nd therefore being infoi-mM by bruit, 
Fiiat dog and bear are to dispute ; 
For so of late men fighting name. 
Because they often prove the same 
[For where the first does hap to be; 725 

The last does coincidere ;) 
Quantum in nobis, have thought good, 
To save th' expense of Christian blood. 
And try if we by mediation 
Of treaty and accommodation, 730 

Can endf the quarrel, and compose 
The bloody duel without blows. 
Are not our liberties, our lives. 
The laws, religion, and ot^r wives, 
Islnoush at once to lie at stake 735 

For Covenant and the Cause's sake ^ 
But in that quarrel dogs and bears. 
As well as we,*-must venture theirs? 

This feud, by Jesuits invented. 

By evil counsof is fomented ; 740 

Their is a Machiavelian plot 

iTho' every nare olfact it not,') 

A deep design in't, to divide 

The well-affected that confide, 

^ setting brother against brother, 745 

TV) claw and curry one another. 

Have we not enemies, plus satis. 

That, cane et angue pejus, hate us? 

740. This speech is set down as it was delivered by tile 
Knight, in his own words ; but since^ it, is below the 
gravity of lieroicnl poetry to admit of humour, hut all 
men are obliged to speak wisely alike, and too much of 
to «ztravagant a folly would become tedious and im- 
pertinent, the rest of his harangues have only his sense 
expressed in other words, unless in some few places, 
Where his own words could not be so weU avoided. 
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And shall we iura our fkngs and claws 

Vpon our own selves, without cause ? 760 

T^at some occult desif^^doth lie 

In bloody cynarctomachy, ' ' 

Is plain enough to him that knows 

How saints lead brothers by the nose. 

I wish myself a pseudo-prophet, 755 

But sure some mischief will come of it ; 

Unless by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncat^ it. 

For what design, what interest, 

Can beast have to encounter beast ? 700 

They fi^ht for no espoused cause. 

Frail privilege, fundamental laws,. 

Nor for a thorough relbrmation, 

For covenant, nor protestation, 

Nor liberty of consciences, 765 

Nor Lords and Commons"' ordinances ; 

Nor for the church, nor for church-lands, 

To get them in their own no-hands ; 

Nor evil counsellors to bring 

To justice that seduce the king ; 770 • 

Nor for the worship of us men. 

Though^ we have done as much for them. 

Th' Egyptians worshipp'd dogs, and for 

Their faith made internecine war. 

Others ador'd a rat, and some 775 

For that church suffer'd martjrrdom. 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th' elephant and monkey's tooth, 

752. Cynarctomachy signifies nothing in the worM 
hnt a fight between dogs and bears ; thougli both the 
\(?amed and ignorant agree that In such words very gr^t 
knowledge is contained : and our Knight, as one,oi bodi 
of those, was of the same opinion. 

758. Another of the same kind.,Which. though it ap* 
pear evei so learned and profound, means nothing else 
but the weeding of com. 

778. The History of the White Tiephant and the 
Monkey's Tooth, which the Indians adored, is written 
by Mons. le Blanc. This monkey's tooth was taken bf 

''I Portuguese from those that worshipped it; ana 
gh they offered a vast ransom for it, yet the Chris- 
were persuaded by their priests rather to burn'it. 
soon as tlie fire was kindled, all the people present 
^t able to endure the horrible stink that came fMtftt 
' the fire bad been made of the came ingredients 
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And mai^, to d^aiid tbat&itht 
Fought it out, mordicim, to deatiu 78d 

Bat no beast ever was so sUsht, 
For man, as for his Crod, to fight. 
They have more wit, alas I aim know 
Themselves and as better than flO« 
But we, who ooly do infuse 785 

The ra^ in them like Boute-feus ; 
^Tis our example that instils 
In them th' infection of our ills. ^ 
For, as some late philosophers 
Have well observM, beasts that coayeise . 790 
\^ith man take after him, as hogs 
. Get pigs all th^ year, and bitches dogs. 
Just so, by our example cattle 
Learn to give one another battle. 
We read m Nero's time the heathen, 795 

When thev destroyed the Christian brethren, 
Did sew them in the skii^ of bears. 
And then set ddgs t^ut their ears : 
From thence, no doubt, th' invention came 
Of this lewd antichristian game. 800 

To this, quoth Ralpho, Verily 
The point seems very plain to me. 
It ia an afitic^ristian game. 

Unlawful both in tbinff and name. 

First, for the name : the word bear-baitmg 605 

Is carnal, and of man's creating : 

For certamly Ihere's no such word 

la all the Scripture on record ; 

Therefore unlawful, and a s'm : 

And so is (secondly) the ihing. 8W 

A vile assembly 'tis, that can 

No more be prov'd by Scripture than 

Provincial, classic, national ; 

Mere human creature-cobwebs all. 

Thirdly, it is idolatrous ; 815 

For when men run a whoring thus 
I* with *Kich seamen use to compose that Und of frana- 

doBwhlcJT they call Biinkarda. ^ .K««f«r« it 

786. Boute-feusisa French word, and tbcrefwett 

were uncivH to«nM)ose any EnjHsh p^n (ege«i^^ 

«f onalitv^ lenoTanl of it, or so iU-brod as to noeo an •* 



of quality) IgnoTanl of it, or 
fSsUioB. 
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With their ioTentions, whatsoe'er 

The thing be, whether dog or bear, 

It i9 idolatrous and pagan. 

No less than worshipping of Dagon. 81 

Quoth Hudibras, I smell a rat : 
Ralpho, thou dost prevaricate ; 
For though the thesis which thou laj'st 
Be true ad anrassim, as thou sayV 
(For that bear-bating should appear 
Jure divino lawfnller 
Than synods are, thou dost deny, 
Totidem verbis ; so do I ;) 
Yet there^s a fallacy in this j 
For if by sly homcBosis, 830 

Tussis pro crepitu, an art 
Under a cough to slur a f— t. 
Thou wouldst sophistlcally imply 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And I (quoth Ralpho) do not doubt 835 

But bear-fc^aiting may be made out. 
In gospel-times, as lawful as is 
Provincial or parochial classis ; 
And that both are so neat of kin, 
And like in all, as well as sin, 8iO 

That put them in a bag and shake 'era. 
Yourself o* th' sudden would mistake 'em. 
And not know which is which, unless . 
You measure by their wickedness : 
For 'tis not hard t' imagine whether 845 

O' th' two is worst ; tho' I name neither. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou offer'st mud>. 
But art not^able to keep touch, 
Mira de lente, as 'tis i' th' adage. 
Id est to make a leek a cabbage ; 850 

Thou wilt at best but suck a bull. 
Or shear swine, all cry and no wool ; 
For what can synods have at aU ' 
With bear that's analogical? 
9^ ^^** relation has debatinir 855 

Of church-affairs with bear-baitinff? 
Aiust comparison still is 

***"*'*" ejusdom generis ; 
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And then what geniuB rightly doth 

Include and comprehend them hoth ? 860 

If animal, both of us may 

As justly pass for bears as they ; 

For we^are animals no less, 

Altho' of different specieses. 

But, Ralpho, this is no fit place 8S5 

Nor time to ai^gue out the ease : 

For now the fiekl is not far off; 

Where we must ^v« the world a proof 

Of deeds, not words, and such as suit - 

Another manner of dispute ; ' 870 

A controversy that affords 
^ Actions for arguments, not words ; 

Which we must manage at a rate 

Of prowess and conduct adequate 

To what our place and fame doth promise, 875 

And all the godly expect firom us. 

Nor shall they bf ^ecei^^d, unless 

We're sIurrM and outed by success; 

Success, the mark no mortal wit. 

Or surest hand, can always fait : 880 

For whatsoever we perpetrate, 

(Vo do but row, we re steerM by Fate, 

Which in'success oft disinherits, 

For spurious causes, noblest merits. 

Great actions are not always true sons 885 

Of great and hiighty resolutions; 

Nor do the boldest attempts bring forth 

Events still equal to their worth ; 

But Boinetimes fiul, and in their stead 

Fortune and cowardice succeed. 890 

' Tet we have no sreat cause to doubt; 

Oor actions still have borne us out ; 

Which, tho' they're known to be so ample. 

We need not copv from example. 

We're not the only persons durst 895 

Attemot this province, nor the fimt. 
r Innortnem cbme a valrous knight 

Did whilom kill his bear in fight. 

And wound a fiddler ; we have both 

Of these the objects of bur wroth, 9**^ 

C2 
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And equal fame and glory from 
^' attempt or Tictory to* come. 
'Tie sun^, Uiere is a valiant Man&aluke 

In forei^ land, yclep'd =— 

To whom we have been, oft comparM $fii 

For person, parts, address, and beard ; 

Both equally reputed stout. 

And in the same cause both have fought ; 

He oft in such attempts as these 

Came off with glory and success ; - 910 

Nor will we. fail in th^ execution. 

For want of equal resolution. 

Honour is like a widow, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on^ 

With ent'ring manfully, and urging; 915 

Not slow apprpaclies, like a virgin. 

Tis said, as erst the Phrygian knight. 
So ours with rusty steel did smite 

903. Mamaluke is the name of the miUtia of tfaenl' 
tans of Egypt. It slgntnud a servant or soldier. Tbef 
were commonly captives tatcen from among the Ctoiit- 
ians, nnd instfcicted in military discipline, and did not 
marry. Their power was great; for besides that the 
iultans was choaen out of tlieir body, they disposed at 
the most important offices of the kingdom. They were 
formidable abnui two hundred years ; till at loft SeHm, 
sultan of the Turks, routed ihem, and killed their sultan 
near Aleppo, 1516, and so put an end to the empire of. 
Mamalukes, wh ch had lasted 367 years. 

No question but the rhyme to Mamalnke was mea^l 
Sir Samuel Luke, of whom in the preface. 

913. Our English proverbs are not impertinent totbii 
purpose: 

Ho that woos a maid must Mldom come in her sight: 
But he that woos a widow, must woo her day and night. 
He that woos a maid, must feign, lie, and flatter; 
But he that woos a widow, must down with his breecbes 
and at ^er. 

This proverb bein? somewhat immodest, Mr. Raynjn 

he would not have it inserted in his collection, but that 

be met with it in a little book, entitled the duakers' ^ 

' ritual Court proclaimed ; written by Nathaniel Smithi 

student in Physic ; wherein the author mentions it ai 

* counsel given him by Qitkiah Bedford, an eminent QLWk' 

ker In London, who would have had him to have mat 

ried arich widow, In whose house he lodged In'case 

. he eould get her. this Nathaniel Smith Bad promiied 

~'*^kiah a chamber gratis. The whole nanative li 

^ the reading. 
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cUs Trojan horse, and just as much 

9o mended pace upon the touch ; 920 

Bot from hb empty stomach groaned 

Fust as that hollow beast did sound, 

^nd angry answerM from behind, 

iVith brandish'd tail and blast of wind. 

3o have I seen with armed heel, 925 

/V wight bestride a common-weal ; * 

While still the more he kickM and spurrM 

Tho less the sullen jade had stirr'd. 



CANTO IL . 

The catalogue and character 
Of ih' ennmi^* best men of war; 
Whom, in a bold harangue, the Kn%|bt 
Defies, dnd challenges ti» fight 
H* encounters Taluol, routs the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prisoner, 
Conveys him to enchanted. castle ; 
There shuts him fast in wooden bastUe. 

There was an ancient sa^e philosopher, 
That had read Alexander Ross over, 
And swore the world, as he could prove, 
Was made of fighting and of love : 
Just so Romances are, for what else 5 

Is in them all, but love and battles ? 
O' th' first of these we've no ^reat matter , 
To treat of, but a world o' th' latter ; 
In which to do the injurM ri^ht 
We mean, in what concerns just fight. 10 

Certes our authors are to blame,^ 
For to make some well-sounding name 
A pattern fit for modem knififhts 
To copy out in.fi^ys and fights ; 
Like those that a whole street do raze 15 

To build a palace in the place. ' 

They never care how many others 
They kill, without regard of mothers,. 
Or wives, or children, so thev can 
Make up some fierce, dead-doing man; 90 
Composed of many ingredient vuours, 
. Just like the manhood of nine tailors. 
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So a wild Tartar, whdn he spies 
A man that's handsome, yaliant, wise, 
If he can-kiU him, thinks t' inherit S5 

His wit, his heau^, and his spirit ; 
As if just so much he enfoy'd 
As in another is destroy d. 
For when a giant's slam in fight. 
And mowM o^erthwart, or deft downright,' 30 
It is a heavy case no doubtj 
A man should have his brams beat oat 
Because he's tall, and has large bone» ; 
As men kill beavers for their stones. 
But as for our part, we shall tdl 35 

, The naked truth of what befel ; 
And as an equal friend to both 
The Knight and Bear, but more to troth, 
With neither faction shall take part, 
But give to each his due desert ; 40 

And never coin a formal lie on't, 
To make the Knight o'ereome the giant. 
This b'ing profest, we've hopes enough. 
And now go on wliere we lefl oflT. 

They rode ; but authors having not 45 

Determin'd whether pace or trot 
(That is to say, whether tullutathon. 
As they do term 't, or succussation,) 
We leave it, and go on, as now. 
Suppose they did, no matter how ; 50 

Tet some frbm subtle hints have got 
Mysterious light, it was a trot : 
But let that pass : they now begun. 
To spur their living engines on. 
For as whipp'd tops, and bandy'd balls, 55 
The learned hold, are animals ; . ^ i 
So horses they affirm to be 
Mere engines made by geometry ; 
And were invented £rst from engines. 
As Indian Britons were from Penguins. * GO 

47. TulhitaUoQ and succussation are only Latin words 

'**- ambling and trotting, tliough 1 believe both were 

"^ amongst the old Romans ; since I neve): rea<| 

ade use of the trammel or any other art, to pace 

raes. 

M American Indians call a great bird they hsva 
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86 let them be: and, as I was sayin^Ti 
They their live engines plyM, not staying 
Untu they reach'd the fatal champaign, 
Which th' enemy did then encamp on ; 
The dire Pharsalian plain, where oattle 65 
Was^ be wagM Hwixt puissant cattle 
And fierce auxihary men. 
That came to aid their brethren. 
Who now began to take the field, 
As Knight from ridge of steed behdd. 70 

For as our modern wits behold. 
Mounted a pick-back on the old, 
Much farther off, much farther he, 
RaisM on, his aged beast could see ; 
Yet not sufficient to descry 75 

All postures of the enemy ; 
Wherefore he bids^the Squire ride farther, 
T' observe Uieir numbers, and their order { 
That when their motions he had known. 
He might know how to fit his own. 80 

Meanwhile he stoppM his willing steed, 
To fit himself for martial deed. 
Both kinds of metal he, preparM, 
Either to give blows or to ward : 
Courage and steel, both of great force, 85 

Prepar'd for better Or for worse. 
His death-charg'd pistols he did fit well. 
Drawn out from life-preserving vittle. 
These being prim'd, with force he labour'd 
To free *s sword fr'om retentive scabbard ; 90 • 
And, after many a painful pluck. 
From rusty durance he bail'd tuck. 
Tlien shook himself, to see that prowess 
In scabbard of his arms sat loose : 
And, rais'd upon his despVate foot, 95 

On stirrup-side, he gazM about, 
with a white head,tl penguin ; which signifies the same 
thing in the British tongue: from whence (with other 
.words of the same kind) some authors have endeavour- 
ed to fl^ove, that the Americans arc originally deri^ 
from the Britons. 

65. Pharsalia is a city of Thes^^aly, famous 
battle won by Julius Cssar against Pompey tli 
in the neighbouring plains, in the G07th year o 
of which read Lucan's Pharsalia. 
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Portending blood, like blazing 8t«;r^ 

The beacon of approaching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no leas speed 

Than Hugo in the forest did ; 100 

But far more in returning made ; 

For now the foe he had survey M, 

RangM as to him tliey did. appear. 

With van, main battle, wings, and rear« 

r th' head of all this warlike rabbla lOS 

Crowdero marched, expert and able. 

Instead of trumpet and of drum. 

That makes the warrior's stomach come. 

Whose noise whets valour sharp, like boer 

By thunder tumM to vinegar, 110 

(Far if a trumpet sound, or drum beat, 

Who has not a month's mind to combat?) 

A squeaking engine he apply'd 

Unto his neck, on north-east side. 

Just whore the hangman does dispose, lU 

To special friends, the knot of noose : 

For 'tis great grace, when statesmen straight 

Dispatch a friend, let others wait. 

His warped ear hung o^er the strings. 

Which was but souse to chitterlings : 120 

For gnts, some write, ere they are sodden, 

Are fit for music, or for pudden ; 

From Whence men borrow ev'ry kind 

Of minstrelsy by string or wina. 

His grisly beard was long and thick, 125 

With which he strung his fiddle-stick ; 

For he to horse-tail scorn'd to owe 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the four-leffgM bard, had both 

A beard and tail oihis own ffrowth ; 130 

And yet by authors 'tis ayerrd. 

He made use only of his beard. 

130. Cblron, a Centaur, son to Saturn and Philljrria, 
liviiiR in the mountains, where, being much given to 
hunting, he became very knowing In the virtues of 
plants, and one of the most famouti physicians of hii 
IL"*"-- J^? imparted his skill to iEsculapius, and wasaf^ 
lull lin iCiK;i?''!.''r •;?""»" ^^^^ wcMmdedby Her^ 
-wl K** desiring to die, Jupiter placed him in heavnT 
whsre he fonns tlie sign of SagitSrius or Se AtS^T* 
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ii Staffordshire, where virtaous worth 

Does raise the minstrelsy, not birth ; 

Where bulls do choose the boldest lang, 135 

And ruler, o'er the men of string, 

(As once in Persia, 'tis said, 

Kinp were proclaim'd by, a horse that neigh'd ;) 

He bravely venturing at a crown, 

By chance of war was "beaten down, 140 

And wounded sore. His leg then broke, 

Had got a depnty of oak : 

For when a shin in fight is cropp'd. 

The knee with, one of timber 's propp'd, 

Esteera'd more honourable than the other, 145 - 

And takes place, though the younger brother. 

Next march'd brave Orsin famous for 
Wise conduct, and success in war : - 
A skilful leader, stout, severe. 
Now marshal to the champion bear. 150 

With trunchion, tipp'd with iron head, 
The warrior to the lists he led ; 
With solemn march and stately pace. 
But far more grave and solemn face ; 
Grave as the Emperor of Pegu, 155 

Or Spanish Potentate, Don Diego. 
This leader was of knowledge great, 
Either for charge or for retreat. 
He knew when to fall on pell-mell ; 
To fall back and retre&t as well. 160 

So lawyers, lest the bear defendant. 
And plaintiff doff, should make an end on't, 
Do stave and tauwith writs ©Terror, 
Reverse of judgment, and demurrer, 
To let them breathis a while, and then 165 
Cry whoop, and set them on agen. 
As Romulus a w6tf did rear, 
So he was dry-nurs'd by a bear, • 
That fed him with the purchas'd prey 
Of many a fierce and bloody Tray ; 170 

133. The whole history of this ancient ceremony yoa 
may read at large in Dr. Plot*s History of Staffordshire, 
UMer the town Tutbury. 

156. For the history of Pegu, read Mandelsa and Ole- 
Viai'8 Travels. 
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Bred ap where dudj^iiie most rare If, 

In militoiy Garden Paris. 

For loldiers heretofore did grow 

In gardens just as weeds do now, 

Until some splay-foot politicians 175 

T' Apollo ofterd up petitions 

For hcensing a new invention 

TheyM found out oinxk antique ongine, - 

To root out all the weeds that grow 

In public gardens at a hlow, 180 

And leave th* herbs standing. Quoth Sir Sun, 

My friends, that is not to be done.' 

Not done ! quoth statesmen ; vm, ant j^easeye, 

When it's once known, you'll say 'tis easy. 

Why then let 's know it, quoth Apollo : 185 

Well beat a drum, and they'll all follow. 

A drum 1 (quoth Phcebus ;) troth, that's true ; 

A pretty invention, quaint and new. 

But though o£ voice and instrument 

We are the undoubted president, 190 

We such loud music don't profess ; 

The devil's master of that office. 

Where it must pass ; if 't be a drum. 

He'll sign it with Cler. Pari. Dom. Com. 

To him apply yourselves, and he^ 195 

Will soon dispatch you for his fee. 

They did so ; but it prov'd so ill, 

Th'had better let 'em grow there still. 

But to resume what we discoursing 

Were on before, that is, stout Orsin : 200 

That which so oft, by sundry writers. 

Has been applied t' almost all fighters. 

More justly may b' ascrib'd to this 

Than any other warrior, (via.) , 

None ever acted both part& bolder, 305 

Both of a chieftain and a soldier. 

He was of great descent, and high 

For splendour and antiquity ; 

And fVom celestial origine 

himself in a right line : 310 

Garden, in Boathwark, look Its 

!S90r. 
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Not as the ancient heroes did, 

Who, that their base births might be hid 

(Knowing they were of doubtml gender, 

And that they came in at a windore,) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 2X5 

O' th' gods, gallants to their "own mothers. 

To get on them a race of champions 

(Of which old Homer first made lampoons.) 

Arctophylax, in northern sphere. 

Was his undoubted ancestor : 220 

Frona him his great forefathere came, 

And in all ages bore his name. • 

Learned he was in med'c'nal lore ; 

_ For by his side a pouch he wore, 
Replete with strange hermetic powder, ' 225 
That wounds nine miles point-blank would sol- 
By skilful chemist, with great cost, [der, 

Extracted from a rotten post ; 
But of a hdav'nlier influc^nce 
Than that which mountebanks dispense : V30 
Though by Promethean fire made. 
As they do quack that drive that trade. 
For as when slovens do amiss 
At others' doors, by stool or piss. 
The learned write, a red-hot spit 235 

B mg prudently apply'd to it, 

231. FromeUiean fire. Prometheus was the Bon of 
tiff^*l®» *"^ brother of Atlas, concerning whom the 
poete have feigned, that having first formed men of the 
earth aud water, he stole firefrom heaven to put life Into 
"tern; and that having thereby displeased Jupiter, he 
commanded Vulcan to tie him to Mount Caucasus with 
iron chains, and that a vulture should prey upon his 
uver continually : but the truth of the story is, that Pro- 
inetheos was an astrologer, and constant in observing 
toe stars upon that mountain; and that, among other 
JJJngs, he found the art of making fire, either by the 
Jeans of a flint, or by contracting the sun- beams in a 
pass. Bochart will have Magog, in the Scripture, to be 
u^Prometheus of the Pagans. 
He here and before sarcastically derides those who 

' Were great admirers of the sympathetic powder and 
Wwpon salve, which were in great repute in those days, 
aaa much promoted by the great Sir Kenelm Digby 
Who wrote a treatise ex profesao on that subject, and 
JMlevc, thought what he wrote to be true, which sir 
Mi beeo almost exploded out of the world 
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Will convey mischief from the duog 

Unto the part that did the wrongs, 

So this did healinfi^ ; and as sure 

As that did mischief, this could cure. SMO 

Thus virtuous Orsin was endu'd 
With learning, conduct, fortitude, 
Incomparable : and as the prince , 

Of poets, Homer, sung long auioe, 
A skilful leech is better far 245 

Than half an hundred men of war. 
So he appear^ ; and by hi^rskill* 
Noless than dint of sword, could kill. ^ 

The ^lant Bruin marcliM next him. 
With visage formidably grim, 25(1 

And rugged as a Saracen, 
Or Turk of Mahomet's own'kin ; 
Clad in a mantle della guerre 
Of rough impenetrable fur ; 
And in his oo8e,.like Indian king, « 25^ 

He wore, for ornament, a ring ; 
About his neck a threefold gorget, 
As rough as trebled leathern target ; 
Armed, as heralds, cant, and la^gued ; 
Or, as tho'^ul^ar say, sharp-fanged. 260 

■ For as the teeUi in beasts of prey 
Are swords, with which they fight in fray ; , 
So swords, in men of war, are teeth. 
Which they do eat their vittle with. 
He was by birth, some authors write, 265 

A Russian ; some, a Muscovite ; 
And 'mong the Cossacks had heen bred, 
Of whom we in diurnals read. 
That serve to fill up pages here, . 
As with their bodies ditches there. 270 

Scrimansky was his cousin-german, 
With whom he^erv'd, and fed on vermin ; , 
And when these faiPd, heM suck his claws. 
And quarter himself upon his paws; 

367. Cossttcka are a people that live near Poland. 

*8 name was given them for their extraordinaiy 

bleftesB ; for cosa, -or kota, in the Polish tongue, aig> 

a a ipat. He that would know more of than, majr 

Le Lahorear and-Thuldenua. 
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And thongli his-countiTmettf thd Hunst 375 

Did stew their meat between their bums 

And th' horses' backs o'er which they stRidcU«, 

And ev'17 man ate up his saddle ; 

He wn« not half so nice as they, 

Bat ate it raw when 't came in's way. 280 

He had traced countries far and near« 

More than Le Blanc the traveller; 

"Who writes, he spousM in India, 

Of noble house, a lady gay. 

And got on her a race of worthies, • 285 

Ab stout as any upon earth is. 

Full many a figM for him between 
-Talffol and Orsin oft 4iad been ; 

Bach striving to deserve the crown 

Of a sav'd citizen; the one 290 

Toguard his bear; the other fought 

To a^^ his dog ; both made more Stout 
.'•v several spars of neighbourhood. 

Church-fellow-membership, and blood ; 
_ But Talgol, mortal foe to cows, 295 

Never ffot ought of him but blows ; 

Blows hard and^ieavy, such as he 

Had lent, repaid with usury. 
Yet Talgol was of courage stout, 

And vanquished oft'ner than he fought : 300 

Inur'd to labour sweat, and toil. 

And like a champion shone with oil. 

Bight many a widow hb keen blade. 

And many fatherle-ss had made. 

He many a boar and huge dun-cow 305' 

Did, like another Guy, o'erthrow ; 

But Guy with him in fight compared, 

Had like the boar or dun-cow far'd. 

S75. This custom of the Huns isdescribed by Ammisf 
DOS Marceilinus, * Hunni semicruda cujusvia Peocoria 
came vescuntur, quam inter femora sua et equorum 
terga subsertam, calefacieitt brevi/ P. 686. 
' t.^' '^^^ ^'^^ ^^ ^ Blanc of a bear that married a 
nag^B daughter, is no more strange than many others, in . 
^Mt travellers, t|iat pass with allowance ; for if they 
mould write nothing but what is possible, or probable 
mQr misbt appear to nave lost their labour, and observr 
wUng Dat what they might have dose as well at hom 
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Wiih greater trooos of sheep h' had foogiit 
Tlian Ajax or bold Don Quixote : 311 

And many a serpent of fell kind, 
With wings before and stings behind, 
SabduM, as poets say^ long agone. 
Bold Sir Goorge, St Greorge, did the dragoa 
Nor engirie,nor device polemic, SS 

Disease, nor doctor epidemic, 
Tho' stored with deletery medicines 
(Which whosoever took is dead since,) 
£''er sent so vast a colony 
To both the under worlds as he : ' 
For he was of that noble trade 
That demi-gods and heroes made, 
Slaughter and knocking on the head, 
' The trade to which they all were bred ; 
And is, like others, glorious when 
'Tis ffreat ahd lar^e, but base if mean : 
The former rides m triumph for it, 
The latter in a two- wheeled chariot, 
For daring to profane a thing 
So sacred with vile bungling. 

Next these the bra^e Magnano came;, 
Magnano, great in martial fame. 
Yet when with Orsin he wag'd fight, 
'Tis sung, he got but little by H. 
Yet he was fierce as forest boar, 335 

Whose spoils upon his back he wore, - 
As thick as Ajax' seven-fold shield, 
Which o'er his brazen arms he held : 
But brass was fe^eble to resist 
The fury of his armed fist ; 340 

Nor could the hardest ir'n hold out 
Against his blows, but they wotild througbHr 

In magic he was deeply read 
As he that made the brazen head 
Profoundly skillM in the black art, 345 

As English Merlin for his heart f 
But far more skilful in the spheres 
Than he was at the sieve and shears. 

343. Rogor Bacon and Merlin. See OolUefs Dfr 
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^fo could transfonn himself in colour 

Am like the devil as a collier ; . 350 

As like as hypocrites in shbw 

Axe to true saints, or crow. to crow. 

Of warlike en^hes he was author, 

DevisM for quick dispatch of slaughter : 

The cannon, blunderbuss, -and saker, - 355 

He was th' inventor of, and maker : 

The trumpet, and the kettte-drum, 

I>id both from his invention come. 

He was the first that e'er did teach 

To make, and how to stop, a breach. , 360 

A lance he bore with iron pike ; 

Th' one Jialf would thrust, the other, strike ; 

And when their forces he had join 'd. 

He scom'd to turn his parts behind. 

He Trulla lov'd ; Trulla, more bright 365 
Than bumish'd armour of her knight : 
A bold virago, stout and tall 
As Joan of France, or English *MaU, 
Thro' perils both of wind and limb, ^ 
Hiro' thick and thin, she foUow'd him, 370 
In ev'ry adventure h' undertook, 
And never him or it forsook : 
At breach of wall, or hedge surprise, 
She shar'd i' th' hazard and the prize : 
At beating quarters up, or forage, 375 

Behav'd herself with matchless courage ; 
And laid abofit in fight more busily 
Than th' Amazonian dame Penthesile. 

And though some critics here cry shame, 
And say our authors are to blame; ^ 380 
That (spite of all philosophers. 
Who hold no females stout but bears, 
And heretofore did so abhor 
That women should pretend to war, 

368. Tyvo notorions women ; the last was known 
-' here by the name of Mall Cutpurse. 

378 Penthesile, queen of the Amazons, succeeded 
Orvthia She carried succours to the Trojans, and af- 
ter having given noble proofs of her bravetv, ™J"'JJ<> 
^ Achillls Pliny saith. it was she that i«vented U^ 
Sttliaxe. If any one desire to know more of 
AaumoVi let him read Mr. Bansop. 



JbyV^lUV^^VIC 



46 HUJpIBRAS. 

They would not luffer the stout'st dame 38& 

To Bwear by Hercoles's name) 

Make feeble ladies in their works, 

To fight like termagants and Turks ; 

To lay their native arms aside. 

Their modesty, and ride astride ; 390 

To fun a-tUt at men, and wield 

Their naked tools in open field ; 

As stout Armida, bold Thalestris, 

And she that would have been the mistress 

Of Gondibert ; but he had grace, 395 

And rather took a country lass ; 

They say, 'tis false, without all sense. 

But of pernicious consequence 

To government which they suppose 

Can never be upheld in prose ; ' ^ - 400 

Strip Nature naked to the skin. 

You'll find about her no such thing. 

It may be so ; yet what we tell 

Of TruUa that*s improbable, 
385. The old Romans bad particular oaths for men 

and women to swear by; and therefbre Macrobinasays, 
» Viri per Castorem non jurabant anttquitus, ncc Mulie- 

res per Herculem ; iEdepol autem juraraentum eiattum 
mulieribus quam viris commune,* &c. 

393. Two formidable women at arms, in romances, 
that were Cudgelled into love by their gallants. 

- 395. GondibeiJ is a feigned name, made use of by Sir 
. William d' Avenaniin his famous epic poem, so called ; 
wherein you mav find also that of his mistress. This 
poem was designed by the author to be an imitation of the 
English drama : it being divided into five books, as the 
other is into five acts ; the cantos to be parallel iif the 
scenes, with this diflFerencc, that this is delivered narra- 
tively, the othe> dialoguewise. It was ushered into (be 
world by a large preface written by Mr. Hobbee, and by 
the pens of two of our best poets, viz. Mr. Wallerand Mr. 
Cowley, which one would have thought might have prov- 
ed a sufficient defence and protection against snarling 
critics. Notwithstanding which, four eminent wits oi 
that age (two of which were Sir John Denham and Mr. 
Donne) published several copies of verses to Sir WU- 
liam's discredit, under this title. Certain Verses written 
- by several ortheAtithor'sJPriends,to be reprintedwithtlw 
second edition of GOndibert in 8yo. Lond. 1653 These 
verses were as wittily answered by the author,under this 
tf tie, The incomparable poem of Gondibert vindicated 
from the Wit Combat of four Esqukes, Clinias, Damo^ 
-", Sanclio, and Jack-Pudding ; printed in 8vo. Lond. 
' Vide Langbain^s Account of Dramatic Poets. 
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^all be dispos'd hj those whoVe eeent 405 
Or, -what's as ffoodf, prodacM in print : 
And if they wul not take our word, 
Well prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon next advanc't, - 
Of all his race the^yaliant^st : ' 410 

Cordon the Great, renowned in song, 
Like Herc'les, for repair of wrong : 
He raisM the low and fortify'd 
The weak againstthe stron^regt side : 
111 has he read, that never hit ' 415 

On him in Muses* deathless writ. 
He had a weapon keen and fierce. 
That through ai)ull-hide shield would pierce, 
And cut it m a thousand i>ieces, 
Tho' tougher than the Knight of Greece, his 
With whom his black-thumbM ancestor 421 
Was comrade in the ten years' war : f 
For when the restless Greeks sat down 
So many years before Troy town. 
And were renown'd, as flomer writes, 495 
For well soPd boots no less than fights; 
They ow'd that gbry only to 
His ancestor that made them so. 
Fast friend he was to Reformation, 
Until twas wcmi quite out of fashion. . 430 
Next rectifier of wry law. 
And would make three to eure one fiaw. 
Learned he was, and could take note, 
Transcribe, collect, translate, and quote. 
But preaching was his ohiefest talent, 435 

Or argument, in which b'ing^ valiant, 
He us'd to lay about and stickle. 
Like ram or bull, at conventicle :' 
For disputants, like rams and bulls, 
Do fight witfar arms that spring from skulls. 440 

Last Colon came, bold man of war, 
Destin'd to blows by fatal star ; 
Right expert in command of horse. 
But cruel, and without remorse. 
That which of Centaur Jong ago 445 

Was said, and has been wrested to 

Digitized by Google 



48 HUDIBRAS. 

Some other knights, was true of this ; 
He and his horse were of a piece. 
One spirit did inform them both ; 
The 'self-same vigour, fury, wroth f 450 

Tet he was much the rougher part. 
And always had a harder heart: 
Although his horse had been of those 
That fed on man^s flesh, as fame goes. 
Strange food for horse ! and yet, alas ! 455 
It may be true, for flesh is grass. 
* Sturdy he was, and no less able 
Than Hercules to clean a stable ; 
As great a drover, and as great 
A critic too, in hog or neat. 460 

He rippM the womb up of his mother. 
Dame Tellijis, '>;ause she wanted fother 
And provender wherewith to feed 
Himself, and his less cruel st^ed? 
It was a question, whether he 465 

Or 's horse were/ of a family 
More worshipful : 'till antiquaries , 
(After th' had almost por'd out their eyes) 
Did very learnedly tlecide 
The business on the horsed side ; 470 

And prov'd not only horse, -but cows. 
Nay, pigs, were of the elder house : 
For beasts, when man ^as but a piece 
Of earth himself, did th'' earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that led 475 
The combatants, each in the head 
Of his command, with arms and rage, 
Ready and longing to engage. 
The numerous rabble was drawn out 
Of sev'ral counties round about, 480 

From villages remote, and shires. 
Of east and western hemispheres r 
From foreign parishes and regions, * 
Of diflerent manners, speech, religions. 
Came men and masjtifis ; some to fight 485 
For fame and honour, some for sight. 
And now the field of death, the lii^ 
Were entered by antagonists, 
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And blood mm ready to be broaoh'd,^ 
When Hudibru in haste approached, 480 

With Squire and weap<te8, to attack 'em ; 
Bat first thus firom bis horse bespake ^em : 

What rage, O citizens I what fuiy 
Doth yon to these dire actions htinry? 
What (Bstrom, what |rfirenetic mood, 49S 

Makes you thus lavish of your blood. 
While the proud Vies your trophies boast, 

And unreveng'd walks -; ghost? 

What towns, what garrisons might you 

With hazard of this blood subdue, 500 

Which now y* are bent to throw away 

In Tain, untriumphable fray ! • 

Shall saints in civil bloodshed wallow 

Of saints, and let the Canse lie fallow ? 

The Cause for which we fought and swore, 505' 

So boldly, shall we now give o^erf 

Tb^, because quarrels still.are seen 

With oaths and swearings to begin. 

The solemn League and Covenant ' 

Will seem a mere God-dam-me rant ; 510 

And we, that took ^t,and have fought, 

As lewd as drunkards that fall out. 

For as we make war for the kin^ 

Against himself, the self-same tiling. 

Some will not stick to swear, we do 515 

For Grod and for religion too : 

For if bear-baiting we allow. 

What good can lUfonnation do ? 

The blood and treasure thaCs laid out 

Is thrown away, and goes for noug;ht. 520 

Are these the miits o' th' Protestation, 

The prototype of Reformation, 

Which all the saints, and some, since martyrs. 

Wore in their hats like wedding garters, 

405. (E«truin is not only a Greek nvord for madnecs 
but signifies also a gad-b^e or horse flyi that tormenla 
cattle in the summer, and roalces them ran about as If 
they were mad. 

SS4. Some.few days aAer the king had accused the 
Ave membera of treason in the House of Commons, 
Kteat crowds of the rabble came down to Westminster- 
hall with Drinted copies of the Protestatioii tied in iheir 
hots like (avonrs. D 
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WheatwMiMolTMbyeiUMrlloom U 

ttz Memben quarrel U> espouse? 

IMd they for thk draw down tbe rmbUe, 

With sou and ooiaei formidable. 

And make all cries about tbe town 

Join throats to ciy the Jbishops down ? fl 

Who having round begirt the palace 

(As ones a month they do the ^IIowbO 

As members ffave the sign about, 

Set up their Uuroats with hideous shout 

When tinkers bawPd aloud to settle SI 

Church discijyiine, for patching kettle : 

No sow-gelder did blow his horn 

To geld a cat, but cryM Reform. 

The oyster-women locked their fish i^, 

And trudgM away, to cnr, No bishop. 54 

The mousetrap-men laid save-alls by. 

And 'gainst evl counsellors did ciy. 

Bothers left M clothes in the lurcn. 

And fell to turn and patdi the chuich. 

Some cry'd the Covenant instead 5<S 

Of pudden-jpies and ginger-bread ; 

And some for brooms,. M boots and shoes, 

BawPd out to purge the Commons' House. 

Instead of kitchen-stuff, 8<Xne cry, 

A gospel-preiM^ing ministry ; ^ 

And some, for old suit^, coats, or cloak, 

No surplices nor Service-book. 

A strange harmonious inclination 

Of all degrees to Reformation. 

And is this all ? Is this the end »^ 

To which these carryings on did tend? 

Hath public faith, like a young heir. 

For this ta'en up all sorts of ware, 

585. The six members were the Lord Kimbolton. *J | 
Pym, Mr. Hollls, Mr. Hampden, Sir Arthur Haihw 
and Mr. Stroud; whom Uie king ordered to be tPP*^ 
bended, and their papers eoized ; charging them of p 
ting with the Scota, and favouring the late tumults ;»; 
the House votwd aga nst the arrest of their penoW" 
papers; whereupon the king having preferred artiivi 
against those members, he went with his guard toil* 
Mouse to demand them : but thsv, having notice, v^^ 

'W ^ 
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kad'nm int* erery trade6man> book, 

rni both tum'd bankrapts, and are broke ? '560 

)id saints for thb bring in their plate, 

^d orowd as if they came too late ? 

^or when they thoaght the Cause had need on't, 

lappy was he that could be rid onX 

Md they coin piss-pots, bowls, and flagons, 565 

n|* officers of horse and dragoons ; 

^nd into pikes and musqueteers 

>tamp beakers, cups, and porringers? 

L thimble, bodkin, and a spoon, 

Hd start up living men as soon 570 

IS in the furnace they were thrown, 

nst like the dcagon*s teeth b^inff sown. 

'hen was the Cause of gold and plate. 

Tie 1>rethren*s off^ rings, consecrate, 

like th' Hebrew calf, and down before it 575 

'he saints fell prostrate to adore it : 

•o say the wicked — and will you 

lake that sarcasmus scandal trife, 

ty running after dogs aijid bears, 

leasts inore unclean than calves or steers ? 580 

lave pow'rful preachers plyM their tongues, 

Lnd laid themselves out and their lungs ; 

Ts'd 1^ means, both direct aild sinister, 

' th' power of gospel-preaching minister ? 

lav© ihey invented tones to wm 585 

'ho women, and make them draw in 

'he nfen^ as Indians with a female 

^ame elephant inreigle the male ? 

lave they told Prov^enco what it must do, 

Vhom to avoid, and whom to trust to ? 590 

)i8cover'd th' enemy's design, 

Lnd which way best to countermine ? 

*rescrib'd what ways it hath to work, 

)r it will ne'er advance the kirk ? 

Told it the news o' th' last express, 595 

^nd after good or biMi success 

vlader prayers, not so like petiti }n3 

\a overtures and proposi^ons 

578. Abnsiveor^nsiuUingbad been better; but oar 
(night believed the learned languages more convenient 
X) iMderatand in than his own rooiher-tonguo. 
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(Sach as the anpy did present / 

To their creator, th* Parliament,) €00 

In which they freely will confess 
They ^ill not, cannot, acquiesce. 
Unless the work be carry'd on 
► In the same way they have begun, 
By setting^ church and common-weal 605 

Ail on a flame, bright as their zeal. 
On which the saints were all agog, 
And all this for a bear and dog ? 
The Parliament drew up petitions 
To ^tself, and sent them, like commissioxis, 610. 
T^ well-affected persons down, 
In ey'ry city and great town. 
With pow'rto levy horse and men, 
Only to bring them back agen ; 
For this did many, many a mile, 615 

Ride manfully in rank and file, 
With papers m their hats, that shew'd 
As if they to the pillory rode. 
Have all these courses, these efforts, 
Been tryM by people of all sorts, 630 

Velis et remis, omnibus nervis. 
And all V advance the Causers serviced 
And shall all now be thrown away 
In petulant intestine fray ? 
Shall we that in the Covenant swoie, 635 

Sach man of us to run before 
Another^ still in Reformation, 
Give dogs and bears a dispensation ? 
How will dissenting brethren relish it ? 
What will malignants say ? videlicet, 630 

That each man swore to do his best. 
To damn and perjure all the rest ! 
And bid the devil take th^ hindmost, • 
WJiich at this race is likp to win most. 
They '11 say our business, to reform 635 

The church and state, is but a worm ; 
For to subscribe, unsight, unseen. 
To an unknown church-discipline^ 
What is it else, but before-hand 
T' engage, and after understand f M 
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Por when* we swore to cany on t 

The present Reformation, ^ * 

According to the purest mo^e 

Of churches best reformM abroad, 

What did we else but make a vow- 646 

To do we know not what, nor how? 

F<w no three of us will agree " 

Where or what churches these should be ; 

And is indeed the self-same case 

With theirs that swore et cstcras : 650 

Or the French league, in which men vow*d " 

To fight to the last drop of blood. , 

These slanders will be thrown upon 

The cause and work we carry on, 

If we permit men to run headlong 655 

T* exorbitances fit for bedlam. 

Rather than gospel-walking times; 

When slightest sins are greatest crimes. 

But we the matter so shall handle, 

As to remove that odious scandal, 660 

In name of King and Parliament, 

I charge ye all no more foment 

This feud, but .keep the peace between. 

Your brethren and your countrymen ; 

And- to those places straight repair 665 

Where your respective dwellings are. 

But to that purpose first surrender 

The Fiddler, as the prime ofibnder. 

The incendiary vile, that is chief 

Author and engineer of mischief; 670 

649. The Convocation, in one of the short Parlia- 
menu, th%t ushered in the long one (as ^warfs are wont 
to do knights- errant,) made an oaih to be taicen by the < 
clergy for observing canonical obedience ; in which they 
enjoined their brethren, out of the abundance of their 
consciences, to swear articles with, &c.' 

651. The holy league in France, designed and made for 
the extirpation of the Protestant religion, was the origi- 
nal, out of which the solenin league and covenant here 
WBB(vfith thediffereiice onlyof circumstances^raostfaith* 
fully transcribed. Nor did the success of both differ more 
than the intent and purpose ; for after the destruction of , 
vast numbers of people of all sorts, both ended with the 
murder of twoking8,whom theyhad bothsworn todefend: 
lad as our covenanters swore every man to run one be- 
fore aQOther,in the way of reformation, so did theFrencn 
fk tiM holy iMgae, to fight to the last dr«>p of blood. 
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That makes diviMon between ftiendi, 
For profkne and malignant ends; | 
He, and that engine of vile noise, . 
On which illegally he plays, 
Shall (dictum factum) both be hrooglit C 
To condign puxfishment, as they ou^t 
This must be done ; and I would fam set 
•Mortal so sturdy as to gainsay : 
For then 111 take another course. 
And soon reduce you all by force. IS0 

This said, he clappM his hand on sword, 
To shew he meant to keep his word. 
But TalgoU who had long'supprest 
Inflamed wrath in glowing breast. 
Which now began to rap^ and burn as 6^ 
Implacably as name in mmace. 
Thus answorM him : — Thou vermin wretcW 
As e'er in measled pork was hatched ; ' 
Thou tail of worship, that dost grow 
On rump of justice as of cow; (w 

How dar'st thou, with that sullen luggage ' 
O^ thyself, old ir*n, and other baggage, 
With which thy steed of bones and leathw 
Has broke his wind in halting hithiar ; 
How durst th\ I say^ adventure thus ^ 
T* oppose thy lumber against us ? 
Coula thine impertinence find out 
No work t' employ itself about. 
Where th9u, secure from wooden blow, 
Thy busy vanity might'st shew ? '^ 

Was no dispute a-foot between 
The caterwauling brethren ? 
No subtle question raisM among , 

Those out-o*-their wits, and those i' th' wro^ 
No prize between those combatants f^ 

O' th' times, the land and water saints ; 
Where thou might'st strickle without ha»ni 
Of outrage to thy hide and mazzard; 
And not for want of business come 
To U8 to be so troublesome, 710 

-A2 interrupt our better sort 
Of disputants, and spoil our spoHf 
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f^ there no- feloair, no bawil, 
^hiUpurse, no burgmry abroad f 
to Btolen pig, nor plundered eoose, 715 

*« tie thee up from brei^king loose? 
b> ale unlicensM, broken hedge, 
W which thou statute might^st allege, 
7o keep thee busy from foul evil, 
ind shanae due to thee from the devil ? 720 
)id no connnittee sit, where he 
VCght cat out journey-work for thee? 
\fld set th' a task with subematioh, ^ 
To stitch up sale And sequestration; 
Fo cheat, with holiness and zeal, 795 

Ml parties, and the common weal ? 
Much better had it been for thee, 
W had kept thee where th' art usM to be ; 
Or sent th'on business any whither. 
So he had never brought thee hither. 730 

But if th' hast brain enough in skull 
To keep itself in lodging whole» 
And not provoke the rage of stones 
And cudgels to th^ hide and bones, 
Tremble, and vamsh, while thou may'st, 735 
Which I^i not promise if thou stay'st 
At this the Kn^t grew high in wroth, 
And Hfling hands and eyes up both. 
Three times he smote on stomach stout. 
From whenee at length these words broke out : 
Was I for this «ititled Sir, 7W 

And jrirt with trusty sword and spur. 
For fame and honour to wage battle. 
Thus to be bravM by foe to cattle? 
Not all that pride that makes thee swell 745 
As biff thou dost blown-up veal ; 
Kor idl thy tricks and sleights to cheat, 
And sell thy carrion for good meat; 
Not all thy magic to repair 
DecayM old age in tough lean ware ; 750 

Make nat'ral death appear thv work, 
Aod stop the gangrene in stale pork ; 
Not all that force that makes thee nroud, 
Becajose by bullock ne^^ withstood; 
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Though annM wHh all thy deayen,kmfH^ 91 
And azei made to hew down Ihres, 
Wiall lave or hel^ thee to evade 
The hand of Josuoe, ofhis Made, 
Which I, her sword-bearer do carrjt _ 
For ciTil deed and military. W 

Nor shall those wotds of venom base. 
Which thou hast from th^ naUre jAnce, 
Thy stomach pampM to nii^ on me, 
Gk> unreveng*d, thoagh I am fne : 
Thou down the same throat shalt devoof ^ 
Like tainted beef, and pay dear for 'em. 70 
Nor shall it e'er be said, that wight 
With gantlet blue, and basep white, 
And rbund blunt truncheon by his nde, 
So ffreat a man at arms defy'd - T!D 

With words far bitter than wormwood. 
That would in Job or Griael stir mood. 
Dogs with their tongues their wounds do heal; 
But men with hands as thou shalt fee). 

This said, with hasty rage he snatch'd 775 
His guurshot, that in holders watch'd ; 
And bending cock, he leveird full 
Against th' outside of TalgoFs skull : 
Vowing that he should ne*er stir further. 
Nor henceforth 6ow nor bullock murther. 780 
But Pallas came in shape of rust. 
And \wvLi the spring and hammer thrust 
Her Gorffon shield, which TOade the cock 
Stand stiff, as 'twere transform'd to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, ffath'rinff might, 785 
With rugffod trunchijon charg'd the Knight; 
But he with petronel upheaved, 
. Instead of shield, the blow receiv'd. 
The gun reooilM, as well it mi^t, 
Not usM to such a kind of fight, * 790 

And shrunk from its great master's gripe, 
]^ock'd down and stunned by mortal stripe. 
Then Hudibras, with furious haste. 
Drew out his sword ; yet not so fust 
But TiJgol fost, with hardy thwack, 795 

Twice bruis'd his head, and twice big back 
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But when his nat-brpwo swetd wiu out. 

With stom&ch huge he lud ahoat» 

bnprintin^ many, a woond upon 

His mortal foe, the trandhe<m. $00 

The trustj cudgel did oppoie 

Itself agamst dead-doing olowa^ 

To guard its leader from fell bane, 

And then reveng'd itself again. 

And though the sword (some onderstoodl 805 

In force had much the odds of wood, 

'Twas nothing so ;. both sides were halanc'd 

So equal, none knew which was yali^nt^st : 

For wood with honour b*ing engaged, 

Is so implacably enra^^d, 810 

Though iron hew anaittanfirle sore. 

Wood wounds and bruiseshonour m<»«. 

And now both Imights w&te out of breath, 

Tir'd in the hot pursuit of death; 

While all the rest amaz'd stood liill, 815 

Expecting which should take or kill. 

This Hudibras observed ; ahdfrettuig 

Conquest should be so long a getting. 

He drew up all his force into 

One body, and that into one blow. 890 

But Tal^ol wisely avoided it 

By cunmng sleight ; for had it hit. 

The upper part of him the blow 

Had sUt as sure as that below. 

Meanwhile th' incomparable Colon, 895 
To aid his friend, began to fall on. 
Him Ralph encountered, and stndght grew 
A dismal combat 'twizt them two : . 
Th* one armM with metal, th' other with wood; 
This fit for bruise, and that for blood. 830 

With many a stiff thwack, many a bang, 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang; 
While none that saw them could divine 
To which side conquest would Incline, 
Until Magnano, who did envy ' 835 

That two should with so many men vie. 
By subtle stratagem of brain, 
PeiformM what force could ne'er attain; 
D2 
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For lie« hy foal hap, havinf found 
Where tlusUee grew oo barren ground^ 8w 
in hafte he drew hie weapon oat, 
And having croppMtheni from the roott 
He clapp'd them underneath the tail 
Of eteed, with pricks as sharp a^ nail. 
The angry beast did straight resent 845 

The wrong; done to his fundament ;. . 
Began to kick, and fling, and winco,- 
As if h' had been beside his sense, 
Striving to disengage from thistle. 
That gaird him sorely under his tail : 850 
Instead of which, he threw the pack 
Of Squire ahd bagjrage from his back ; 
And blundering stiU with smarting rump, 
He gave the Kniffht^s steed such a thump 
As made him reel. The Knight did stoop, 855 
And sat on farther side aslope. 
This Talgol viewinff, who had now 
By sleight escapM the fatal blow, 
He rally'd, and aeain fell to't ; 
For catching foe by nearer foot, 860 

He lifled with such miffht and strength, 
'As would have hurl'd him thrice. his length, 
And dashM his brains (if any) out : 
But Mars, that still protects the stout. 
In pudding-time came to his aid, 865 

. And under'him the bear conveyed ; 

The bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 
^ The Knight with all his weight fell down. 
The friendly rug pfeserv'dthe ground. 
And headlong Knight, from bruise or wound: 
Like feather-bed betwixt a wall 870 

And heavy brunt of cannon4>all. 
As Sancho on a blanket fell. 
And had no hurt, ours farM as well 
In bodv ; though his mightv spirit, 875 

B'inff heavy, did not so well bear it. 
The bear was in a greater fright, 

down and worsted by the Knight 
r'd,'and rasM, and flung about, 
e off bondage from hip saoat 880 
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ffii wnth inflam'd boil'd o*er, and fit»m 
*' Ifis jaws of death ho threw Uie foam : 

Turv in stranger postures threw him, 

Anci more than herald ever drew him. 

He tore the earth which he had savM 885 

From squelch of Kni£^bt,«nd stormed and ray'd, ^ 

And yezM the more because the harms 

He felt were 'gainst the law of arms : 

For men he always took to be 

His friends, and dogs the enemy ; 890 ^ 

^Vho neyer so much hurt had cktfie him^ 

As bis own side did faAUug xm him. 

It griev'd him to the guts that they 
, For wbom h' had fought so many a fray, 

And sery'd with.loss of blood so long, 895 

Should offer sych inhuman wrong ; 

Wronff of unsoldier-like condition : 

For which he flung down his commission; 

And laid about him,-tiU his nose 
^- From thrall of rbg and cord broke loose. 900 

Soon as he felt himself enlargM, 

Through thickest of his foe^ he chargM, 

And made way through th'^mazed crew; 

Some he overran, and some overthrew, 

But took none ; for by hasty flight 905 

^ fie stroye t^ escape pursuit of knight ; 

From whom he ned with as much haste 

And dread as he the rabble chasM. 

In haste he fled, and sodid they ; 

Each and his fear a seyeral way. ' 910 

Crowdero only kept the field; 
^ Not (Stirring from the place he held, 
i- Though .b^ten down and woupded sore, 

r th' fiddle, and a leg that bore 

One side of him ; not tliat of bone, _ 915 ^ 

But much its better, th^ wooden one. 

Ik spying Hudibras lie strow^d 

Upon the ground, like log of wood, 
^ With fi-ight of fall, suppraed wound, 

Apd loss of urine, in a swound, . 920 

In haste he snatchM the wooden limb, 

liiat hurt i' i^' ankle lay by him, 
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And fittiof it for aodden'fifflit, 

Straightc&6W it up t* fttta^ the Knight ; 

For gettiiig op on stump and huckle, 935 

He with the (be began to buckle ; 

Vowing to be revengM for breach 

Of orowd and ekiii upon the wretch. 

Bole auihor of aH detriment 

Re and hie iddle underwent 930 

But Ralpbo (wha had now began 
T* adventure reeurrection 
From hmyy squelch, and had got up 
Upon 4iis legs, with sprained crup) 
Looldng about, l>eheld pemicion 935 

Approaching ^iffbt from fell musician. 
m snatcH^clhis whinyard up, that fled ' 
When he was fallinj? off his steed 
(As rats do from a Ailing house,) 
To hide itself fh>m rage of blowsj 940 

And, wingM with speed and fury, flew 
To rescue Ejiight from black and blue ; 
Which ere he could achieve, his sconce 
The leg encountered twice and once $ 
And now 'twas rais'd to smite agen, 945 

When Ralpho thrust himself between. 
He took the blow upon his arm, ' 
To shield the Eoiight from further harm ; 
And, joining wrau with force, bestowM 
On th' wooddn member such a load, 950 

That down it fell, and with it bore 
Crowdero, whom it proppM before. 
xTo him the Squire right nimbly run^ 
And setting conquering foot upon 
His trunk, thus spoke : What despVate frenzy 
Made thee (thou whelp of sin !) to fancy 9^ 
Thyself, and all tl^at coward rabble, 
T' encounter us in battle able ? 
How durst th', I say, oppose thy curship. 
*€kunst arms, authority and worship? v 960 
And Hudibras or me provoke, - 

Tbouffh all thy limbs were heart of oak, 
And &' other half of thee as good . ' 

''o bear out blows, as that of wood ? 



by Google 



J 



PART I.— CANTO H. m 

Could not the whipjnn^-post pravafl, 965 

With all its rhet'ric, hor the jail, 
To keep from flaying* scoctr^e thy skin, 
Aiid ankJe free from iron gm ? 

^ Which now thou shalt — But first pur care - 
Must see how Hudibras doth lare. 970 

This said, he gently raisM the' Knight, 
And set him^n his bum upright. 
To rouse him from lethargic dumj^ 

. He tweak'd his nose ; with gentle thump 
Knocked on his breast, as iTt had been 975 
To raise the spirits lodg'd within. 
They, wakenM with the noise, ^did fly . 
From inward room to window eye ; ^ 
And ffently opening lid, th6 casement. 
Look d out, but yet with some amazement. 980 
This gladded Ralpho much to see. 
Who thiis bespoke the Knight : quoth he, 
Tweaking his nose, Tou are, great Sir, 
A self-denying conqueror ; 
As high, victorious, and great, 985 

As e'er fought for the churches yet. 
If you will ^ive yourself but leave 
To make out what y' already have ; 
That's victory. The foe, for dread 
Of your nine-worthiness, is fled ; 990 

AH, save Crowdero, for whosis sake ' 

You did th' espousM cause undertake ; 
And he lies.pris'ner at your feet. 
To be dispoff'd as you think meet ; 
Either for life, or death, or sale, 995 

The gallows, or perpetual jail ; 
For one wink of your j)owTful eye ■ 
Must sentence him to live or die. 
His fiddle is your proper purchase, 
Won in the service of the churches : 1000 

Ai^d by your doom must be allowed 
To be, or be no roore^ a crowd. 
F^r though success did not confer 
Just title on the conqueror; 
Though dispensations were not strong 1005 
.Qondustoos whether right or wrong; 
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Although oaUgomg did oonfiim, 
And owning were but a mere term ; 
Yet as the wicked have no right 
To th' creature, though usurped by might, lOlO 
The property i« in the saipt, 
From whom th* injuriously detain t; 
Of him they hold their luxuries. 
Their dogs, their horses, whores, and dice. 
Their riots, revels, masks, delig^fats, 1015 

Pimps, bulFoons, fiddlers, parasites ; 
All which the saints have title to. 
And ought t' enjoy, if th' had their due. 
What we take from ,them is no more 
Than what was ours by right before; ' 1090 
For we are their true landlords still, 
And they our tenants but at wilL 
At this tne Knight began to rouse, 
And by degrees grow valorous. 
He starM ^ut, and seeing none 1035 

Of all his foes remain but one. 
He snatch'd his weapon, tliat lay near him, . 
And from the ground began to rear him ; 
Vowing to make Crowdero pay 
For all the rest that ran away. ' 1030 

But Ralpho now, in colder blood, 
His fury mildly thus withstood : 
Great Sir, quoth he, your mighty spirit 
Is raisM too high: this slave does merit 
To be the hangman''s business, sooner 1035 
Than from your hand to have the honour 
Of his destruction. I, that am 
A nothingness in deed and name. 
Did scorn to hurt his forfeit carcass, 
Or ill intreat his fiddle or case : 1040 

Will vou, great Sir, that glory blot 
In cold blood, which you gain'd in hot.' 
Will you employ your conq'ring sword 
V To break a nddle and your word? 
For though 1 fought, and overcame, 1045, 

And quarter gave, 'twas in your name, 
For great commanders only own 
What's prosperous by the solcher done. 
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To wtLYCi, where yon have powV lo kill, 
Argues your powV above your ifdll ; 1U50 

And that your will and pow> have less 
Than both mig^t have of selfishness. 
This powV which, now alive, with dread 
He tremble^ at, if he were dead ^ 
Wou*d no more keep the slave in awe^ 1055 
Than if you were a Knight of straw : 
For death wouM then be his conqueror, 
Not you, and free him from that terror. 
If danger from his life accrue. 
Or honour from his death, to yon, 1060 

'Twere policy and honour too, 
To do as you resolv'd to do ; 
But, Sir, 'twould wrong your valour much. 
To say it needs or fears a crutch. ^ ' 

Great conquerors greater glory gain 1066 

£^ foes in triumph led, than slain : * 
Tne laurels that adorn their brows ' 
Are puU'd from Hving, not dead boughs. 
And living foes : the greatest fame 
Of cripple slain can be but lame. 1070 

One half him'^s alreadv slain. 
The other is not worth your pain ; 
Th' honour can but on one side light. 
As wc^rship did, when y' were duobM knight. 
Wherefore I think it better fer ~ 1075 

To keep him prisoner of war. 
And let him fa^t in bonds abide. 
At court of justice to be try'd ; 
Where, if he appear so bold and crafty. 
There may be danger in his safety. 1060 

• If any member there dislike 
His mce, or to his beard have pique ; 
Or if his death will save or yield 
Revenue or fright, it is reveal'd, 
Thou|^ he has quarter, ne'er the less 1085 
T' have power to hang him when you please. 
This has been often done by some 
Of our great conqVors, you know whom ; 
And has by most of us been heM 
Wise justice, and to some reveal'd : 1090 

Digitized by Google 



64 HUDDBRAS 

For wordy and promises, that joke 

The conqueror, are quickly broke; 

Like Samson's cufis, t|iough by his own 

Direction and advice put on. 

For if we should fight for the Cause 1095 

By rules of military laws, 

And only do what they caJl just, 

The Cause would quickly fall to dus(. 

This we amonff ourseWes may speak ; 

Butto the wicked, or the. weak* . 110(V 

We must be cautious to declare 

Perfection-truths, such as these are. 

This said, the high, outraseous niettle 
Of Knieht hesnn to cool and settle. 
Helik'3 the Squire's advice, and soon 1105 
Resolv'd to see thebusmess done; 
And therefore chargM him first to bind 
Crowdero's hands on rump behind. 
And to its former place and use 
The wooden member to reduce ; 1110 

But force it take an oath before. 
Ne'er to bear arms against him more. 

Bjilpho dispatched with speedy h&ste, 
And having ty'd Crowdero fast. 
He grave Sir Kpight the end of cord, 1115 

To tead the captive of his sword 
In triumph, whilst the steeds he caught, ^ 
And them to further service brought 
The Squire in state rode on before, . 
And on his ftut-brown whinyard bore 1190 
The trophy-fiddle and the case, 
Leaning on shoulder like a mace. 
The Knight himself did after ride. 
Leading Crowdero by his side ; 
And tow'd him If he laggM behind, 1125 

Like boat against the tide and wind. 
Thus grave and solemn thev march'd oo 
Until quite thro' the town th' had ffone ; 
At further end of which there stands 
An ancient castle, that commands 1130 

^' adjacent parts : in all the fabric 
shall not see one etouQ noiv a brick : 
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Bat aH of wood ; bj powVfiil sptH 

Of majQric made impregnable. 

Tbere^ neither iron-bar nor gate, 1135 ■ 

Portcullis, chain, nor bolt, nor ^rate, 

And yet men durance there abide. 

In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 

With roof so low, that under it 

They never stand, but he or sit ; 1140 

And yet so foul, that whoso 's in, 

Is to the middle-leg in prison ; 

In circle magical confinM, 

With walls x>f subtle air and wind, 

Which none are able to break through, 1145 

Until they're freed by head of borough. 

Thither arriv'd, th' adventVous Knight 

And bold Squire from their steeds alight 

At th' outward wall, near which there stands 

A bastile, built to imprison hands ; 1150 

By strange enchantment made to fetter 

l^e lesser parts, and free the greater ; 

For thouffh the body may<;reep through. 

The hands in grate are fast enough : 

And when a circle /bout the wrist 1155 

Is made by beadle exorcist. 

The body feels thd spur and switch. 

As if 'twere ridden post by witch 

At twenty miles an hour pace. 

And yet ne'er stirs out of the place. 1160 

On top of this there is a spire. 

On which Sir Knight first bids the Squire 

The fiddle and its spoils, the case, 

in manner of a trophy place. 

ITiat done, they ope the trap-door gate,. 1165 

And let Crowdero down thereat ; 

Crowdero-making doleful face, * ^ 

like hermit poor in pensive place. 

To dungeon they the wretch commit, 

And the survivor of his feet: 1170 

But th' other, that had broke the peace 

And head of knighthood they release ; 

Thou^ a delinquent false and foreed, 

Tet, bdng a stranger he^s enlarged, 

Dis^tizcdbytjOOgle 
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While his comrade, that did no hurt, 1179 
Is dappM up fast in prison fbr*t. , ^ 

So Justice, while she winks at crimes. 
Stumbles on innocence sometimes. 
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The scatterM rout retarn and rally, 
Sarrottnd the place; the Knisht dotb saUy^ 
And is made prisoner : then they seize 
Th* enchanted fort by storm, release 
Crowdero, and pat th* Squire in*s place. 
I should have first said Hudibras. 

Ah me ! what perils do environ 
The man that meddles with cold iron ; 
What plaguy 'mischiefs and mishaps 
Do dog him still with after-claps ! 
For though dame Fortune seem to smile 5 
And leer upon him for awhile, 
She^ll after show him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
This any man may sing or say,"^ 
.1' tV diiiy caird, What if a Day ? 10 

For Hudibras, who t|iought h' had won 
The field, as certain as a gun ; 
And, having routed the whole troop. 
With victory was cock-a-hoop ; 
Tbinkingr h^ had done enough to purchase 15 
Thanksgiving-day among the churches, 
Wherein his mettle, and brave worth, 
Might be explainM -by Holder-forth, 
And reffisterM, by fame eternal, 
In deathless pa^es of diurnal ; 20 

Found in few minutes, to his cost, 
~ He did but count without his host ; 
Ahd that a turnstile is more certi^n 
Than, in events of war, dame Fortune. 
For now the late faint hearted rout, - 35 
"own, and scatterM round about, 
'y the horror of their fear, * . 
idy fra^ of Knight and Bear 
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~ CAH hat the dogs, who, in panait 

Of the Knight's victoiy, stood to't, 30 

And^most ignobly fought to get 

The honour of his blood and sweat,) 

S^nff the coast was (tee and clear 

O' th* conqoer'd and the conqueror, 
- Took heart again, and fac'd about, 35 

Afl if they meant to stand it out : 

For hv ma time the routed Bear, 

AJttack'd by th' enemy i' th' rear, 

Finding their number ffrew. too great 

For him to make a safe re^treat, 40 

Like a bold chieAi^m, facM about; 

But wisely doubting to hold out. 

Gave way to fortune, and with haste 

Fac'd the proud foe, and fled, and fac^d ; 

Retiring still, until he found 45 

H' had got tho advantage of the ground ; 
^ And then as valiantly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled ; 

Leaving no art untrvM, nor trick 

Ofwarrior stout and politic, 50* 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit. 

He gainM a pass, to hold dispute 

On better terms, and stop the course 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 

Hebraveljr charg'd, and for a while ' 55 

Forced their whole body to recoil ; 

But still their numbers so increased. 

He found himself at length oppressed ; 

And all evasions so uncertain, 
^- To save himself for better fortui^e, $0 

That he resolvM, rather than yield, 

To die with honour in the field. 

And sell his hide and carcase at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e'er he could. This resolution 65 

f He forthwith put in execution, ' 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enemy, i' th' greatest throng ; 

But what could sii^e valour do 

Against so numerous a foe Tf" 
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Yet mnch h« did, indeed too ronth 

T« be beliey'd, where th' odds wen moM. 

Bat one against a npultitade 

li more than mortal can make good: 

For while one party he oppoe'd, » 

His rear was suddenly inclosed ; 

And no room left him for retreat. 

Or fight against a foe so great 

PoF now the ma^tifife, charging home, 

To blows and handy grinos were come: w 

While manfully himself he bore. 

And setting his right foot before. 

He rais'd himself, to show how tall 

lEIis person was above them all. ^ - 

This equal shame ar^d envy stirr'd 85 

In th' enemy, that one should beard 

So many warriors, and so stout. 

As he4iaddone, and stavM it out, 

Disdaining to lay down his arms, 

And yield on h(Miourable terms. ™ 

Enraffed thus, some in the rear 

Attacked him, and some ovVy where. 

Till down he fell ; yet fallinff fought, 

And, beinff down, still laid siDout ; 

As Widdrmffton, in doleful dumps, »5 

Is said to fiffht upon his stumps. 

But all,-alas ! had been in vain. 
And he inevitably slain, 
If TruUa and Cerdon, in the nick. 
To rescue him had not been quick i 100 

For Trulla, who was light of foot 
As shafts which long-field Parthiana shoot, ^ 
(But not so light as to be borne 
Upon the ears of standing corn. 
Or trip it o'er the water quicker 10i> 

Than witches, when their staves they liq^o^| 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng ; - ^ 

There pitving the vanquished bear, 
She caird to Cerdon, who stood near, HO 
\^ewing the bloody fight ; to whom, 
Shall we (quoth she) stand still hum-drum, 
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And see stout Bruin all alone, 
By numbers basely overthrown ? 
Bucii feats already h' had achier'd, 115 

In story not to be befieved ; 
AncI 'twould to us be shame enough. 
Not to attempt to fetch him off. 
Iwould (qu«th he) venture a limb 
To second thee, and rescue him ; 120 

Bat then we must about it straight. 
Or else our aid will come too late. 
Quarter he scorns, he is so stout. 
And therefoi^p cannot lon^ hold out 
This said, they wav'd their weapons round 125 
About their heads, to clear the ground ; 
And joining forces, laid about 
So fiercely, that tli' amazed rout 
Turn'd tail again, and straight begun. 
As if the devi> drove, to run. 130 

Meanwhile th'approach'd the place where Brain 
Was now engag'd to mortal ruin. 
The conqu'ring foe they soon assailM ; 
First TruUa^tavM, and Cerdon tail'd, 
Until their mastiffs loosM their hold : 135 

And yet, alas ! do what they could. 
The worsted bear came off with store 
Of bloody wounds, but all before : 
For as Achilles, dipt in pond. 
Was anabaptizM free from wound, - 140 

Made proof against dead-doing steel 
All over, bu* the Pagan heel ; 
So did our champion^s arms defend 
' AH of him, but the other end. 
His head and ears, which, in the martial 145 
Encounter, lost a leathern parcel : 
For as an Austrian archduxe once 
Had one.ear (which in ducatoons 
Is half the coin) in battle par^d 
Close to his head, so Bruin farM ; 150 

134. Staving and trailing are terms of art used in thi» 
Bear Garden, and signify there only the parthigof dogs 
and bears : though th«y are used metaphorically in' se- 
veral other profcfiBiona for moderating ; as law, divi' 
nity, hectoring, &c. 



by Google 



10 i ~ HUDIBRA8. 

Bat tug^M and paU'd on th' other ii4». - 

Like Bcnv'ner newly crucifiM ; 

.Or like the late corrected leathern 

Ears of the circumcised brethren. 

But gentle Trulla into th* ring 155 

He wore in^ nose, conveyed a string. 

With which she marchM before, ana led 

The warrior to a grassy bed. 

As authors write, in a cool diade, 

Which eglantine and rosesioiade ; 160 

Close by a softly murmVing stream, . 

Where lovers usM to loll and dream. 

There leaving him to his repose. 

Secured from pursuit of foes. 

And wanting nothing but a song, 165 

And a well-tunM theorbo hung 

Upon a bough, to ease the pain 

His tuggM ears sufferM, with a stram, 

They both drew up, to march in quest' 

Ofhis mat leader and the rest 170 ^ 

For Orsin (who was more renown'd 
For stout maintaining of bisground 
In standing fight, than for pursuit, 
As being not so quick of foot) ^ 
Was not long able to keep pace 175 

With others that pursu'd the chase ; 
But found himself left far behind. 
Both out of heart and out of wind : 
Grieved to behold his bear pursuM 
So basely by a multitude ; , 186 

And like to fall, not by the prowess, 
But numl>er8 of his coward foes. 
He rag'd and kept as heavy a coil as 
Stout Hercules for loss of Hylas ; 
Forcing the valleys to repeat 185 

The accents of his sad regret. 
He beat his breast, and tore his hair, 
For loss of his dear crony bear ; 

153. Pryn, Bastwick, and Burton, who laid down 

their ears as proxies for their profession of the godly 

y, norioniT after miantained their right and title lo 

'Uory to be as good and lawful as ueim who flnt 

M>k possession of it in their names. 
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Tbat Echo, from the hdlow grotiiid, 

His doleful wailingB did resotind 190 

Silfore wistfully, by many times, . 

Than in small poets s^lay-foot riiymes, 

T%at make her, in their mefui stories, 

To answer to int^gatories, « 

And most unconscionably depose 195 

To things of which she nothmg knows ; 

And wl^ she has Wd all she can say, 

'Tis wrested to the lover^s fancy. 

Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, 

Art thou fled ? to my— Echo, Ruin. 200 

I thought th' hadst scom'd to budge a step 

For fear. Quot6 Echo, Marry guep. » 

Am not I here to take thy part? 

Then what has quail'd thy stubborn heart? 

Have these bones rattled, and this head 205 

So often in thy quarrel bled ? 

Nor did I ever winch or grudge it, 

~ For thy dear sake, ^uoth- £e. Mum budget. 
Think'st thou 'twill not be laid i' th' dish 
Thou turn'dst thy back ? Qiioth £c|io, Pish. 210 
To run from those th' hadst overcome 
Thils cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum. 
But what a vengeance makes thee fly 
From me, too, as thine enemy ? 
Or if thou hast no thought of me, 215 

Nor what 1 have endur^ for thee, 
Yet shame and honour might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning tail : 
For who would grudge to spend his blood in 

. His honour's cause ? Quoth she, A puddin. 220 
Tlus said, his grief to anger turned, 
Which in his manly stomach bumM ; ' 
Thirst of revenge, and wrath, in place 
Of sorrow, now began to blaze. 
He vow'd the authors of his wo - 225 

Should equal vengeance undergo ; . 
And with their bones and flesh pay dear 
For what he sufier'd,'and his bear. 

' This b'ing resolv'd, with equal speed 
And rage he hasted to proceed ** 
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To action stnirht ; and giving o V 
To search for Bruin any more. 
He went in quest (^Hubibras, 
To find him out, where'er he Was : 
And, if he were above around vow'd fO§ 

He'd ferret him« lurk where he would. 
* But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone. 
When he encountered with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late subdue. dIO 

Honour, revenge, contempt, and shame, 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
!Mone: these the fierce Magnano was, 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras; 
Cerdon and Colon, warriors stout, 245 

And resolute, as ever fought ; 
Whom fiirious Orsin thus bespoke : 
Shall we (quoth he) thus basely brook - 
The vile affront that paltry ass. 
And feeble scoundrel Hudibras, 350 

With that more paltry rag^Lmuffin, 
RaJpho, with vapouring and huffing. 
Have put upon us like time cattle, 
As if th' had routed us in battle! 
For my part, it shall ne^er be said, 355 

I for the washing gave my head : 
Nor did I turn my back for fear 
0' th' rascals, but loss of my bear,' 
Which now Vm like to undergo ; 
For whether those fell wounds, or no, 960 

He has receivM in fight, are mortal. 
Is more than all my skill can foretel ; 
Nor do I know what is become 
Of him, more than the pope of Rome. 
Butif I can but find them out 265 

That causM it (as I shall, no doubt. 
Where'er th' in hugger-miigffer lurk) 
I'll make them rue their handy-work, 
And wish that they had rather dar'd 
To pull the devil by the beard. 970 

'iuoth Gerdon, Noble Orsm, th' hast 
^t reason to do as thou say'st. 
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Knd so has ev'iy body here, 

Vs w^ell as thou bast or thy bear. 

Others may do as they see good ; STS 

)ut if this twig be made of wood 

rhat will hold Uck, Fil make the £nt 

Hy 'bout the ears of that old cur ; 

Vnd th' other mongrel Tcrmin, Ralph, 

That brav'd us aU in his behalf. * fUBO 

Thy bear is safe, and out of peril, 

Though lugg'd indeed, and wounded very ill;. 

Myself and TruUa made a shift 

Fo help him x»ut at a dead lift ; 

\iid having brought him bravely off, 985 

^ave left him where he^s saf^ enough : 

There let him rest; for if we stay, 

The slaves may hap to get away. 

This said, they all enga^r'd to join 
Their forces in the same design ; 990 

^d forthwith put themselves in search 
Of Hudibras upon their march.^ 
Where leave we them awhrle,*to tell 
What the victorious Knight befel : 
For such, Crowdero being fast 995 

(n dungeon shut, we left nrm last. 
Triumphant laurels seemM to grow 
No where so green as on his brow ; 
Laden with which, as well as tirM 
With conquering toil he now retir'd 300 

Unto a neighb'nng castle by, 
To rest his body, and apply 
Fit medVines to each fflonous bruise 
He got in fight, reds, blacks, and blues; 
To mollify the uneasy pang 305 

Of ev'ry honourable bang, 
Which b*ing by skilful midwife drest, 
He laid him down to take his rest 
But all in vain. H' had got a hurt 
O' th' inside, of a deadlier sort, 310 

By Cupid made, who took his stand 
tn)on a widow's jointure land 
(ror he, in all his amVous battles. 
No 'dvantage finds like goods and chatteliO 
- • E 
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Drew home his bow, and, auning^right, 30 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight : 

The shaft against a rib did glance, 

And gaird Him in the purtenance ; 

But ume had somewhat 'suag'd his pun. 

After he found his suit in vain, 3W 

For that proud dame, for whom his soul 

Was burnt in 's belly like a coal 

(That belly which so oft did ak€^ 

And suffer griping for her sake, 

Till purging comfits and ants'-eggs 385 

Had almost brought him off his legs,) 

UsM him so like a base rascallibn, 

That old Pyg-^what d' y' caU hhn) maliini, 

That cut his mistress out of stone, 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 330 

She had a thousand Jadish tricks, 

Worse than a mule that flings and kicks ; 

'Mong which one cross^grainM freak she had» 

As insolent as strange and mad ; ^ 

She could love none, but only such 315 

As scom'd and hated her as much. 

'Twas a strange riddle of a lady :- 

Not love, if any lov'd her! Hey-dey! • 

So cowards never use their might, 

But against such as will not fight ; * ^ 340 

So some diseases have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her by heart, must say her 

The back way, like a witches prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had no small task 345 

To compass what he durst not ask. 

He loves, but dares not make theTnotion ; 

Her ignorance is his devotion ; 

328. Pyemalion, king of Tyre, was ihe son of Mar 
genusror Mechres, whom he succeeded, and lived 56 
years, whereof he reigned 47. Dido, his sister, was to 
have governed with him, but it was pretended Ibesn^ 
jects thought it not convenient. She married Sichetf^ * 
who was the king's undle, and very rich ; wbereforeM 
put him to death ; and Dido soon after departed the kilfe- 
dom. Poets say, Pygmalion was punished for the httlM 
be bore to women with the love be had to a s* 
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like es^tiff vile, that, for miadeed, 

^ Rides with his face to ramp of steed, 350 

Or rowing acoU, heV fai^ to love^ 
Look one way, and another move ; 
Or like a tumbler, that does play 
His ffame, and look another way, 
Untu he seize upon the cony ; 355 

' Just so he does by matrimony : 
But all in vain ; her subtle snout 
Did quickly wind his meaning out ; 
Whioi she returnM with too much scorn 
To be by man of honour borne : 3(H) 

Tet much he bore, until the distress 
He sufieir*d from his spiteful mistress 
Did stir his stomach ; and the pain 
He hadendur'd from her disdain^ 
Tum'd to remt so^ resolute, 365 

That he resoTv'd to waive his suit, 
And either to renounce her ^uite, 

L , Or for a while plaj least in sight. - . 

, "This resolution b^inff put on, 

He kept some months, and more had done, 370 

But being brought so nigh by fate, 

The^victory he achiev'd so late 

Did set his thoughts agog, and ope 

A door to discontinued hope. 

That seemM to promise he might win 375 

His dame too, now his hand was in ; 

And thai his valour, and the honour 

H^ had newly gainM, might work upon her. 

These reasons made bis mouth to water 

With amorous lon^ngs to be at her. 380 

.- Quoth he, unto nimself, Who knows 
But this brave conquest o'er my foes 
May reach her heart, and make that stoop. 
As I but now have forc'd the troop f 
If nothing can oppugn love, 385 

And virtue. invious ways can prove, 

f What may he not confide to do 

"^ 'lliat brings both love and virtue too? 
But thou bring^st valour too and wit : 
Two things that seldom fail to hit. 390 
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VaIour*8 a mouse-trap, wit a ^n^ 

Which women oft are taken in. 

Then, Hadibra^, why should'st thoti few ^ 

To be, that art a conqueror? 

Fortune th* audacious doth juyare, . 3^ 

But lets the timidoiis miscarry. 

Then while the hcfnour thou nast got 

Is spick and span new, piping hot, 

Strike her up bravely, thou hadst best. 

And trust thy fortune with the rest. 400 

Sudi thoughts as these the Knight did keep, 
More than his bangs or f]eas,irom sleep. 
And as an owl, that in a bam 
Sees a mouse creepiiJ^ in the com, 
Sits still, and shuts his round blue ^es, 405 
As if he slept, until he spies 
The little beast within his reach, / 
Then starts, and seizes on the wretch ; 
So from his couch the Knight did start 
To seize upon the widow^s heart ; 410 

Ciying with hasty tone, and hoarse, 
Ralpho, dispatch ; tp horse, to horse. ^ 
And 'twas but time ; for now the rout, 
We left engag'd to seek him out, 
By speedy marches, were advanced 415 

Upf to the fort, where he ensconcM ; 
And all the avenues had'possest 
About the place, from east to west. 

That done, a while they made a halt, 
To view the ground, and where t' assault: 420 
Then call'd a council, which was best. 
By siege or onslaught, to invest 
The enemy ; and 'twas agreed 
By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This b'ingresolv'd, in comely sort ^ 435 

They now drelv up t' attack the fort : 
When Hudibras, su)out to enter " 
Upon another-gates adventure, 
To Ralpho caird aloud to arm, % 

Not dreaming of approaching storm. 490 

Whether dame Fortune, or the care 
Of angel bad or tutelar, 
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Did arm, or tbrost him on & danger 

To which he was an utter stranger,^ 

That foresight might, or might not, blot - 4^ 

The glory he had pewly got ; 

Or to his shame it might oe said, 

They took him napping in his bed; 

To them we leave it to expound, 

That deal in sciences profound. 440 

His coarser scarce he had bestrid. 

And Ralpho that on which he rid, 

When setting ope the postern gate. 

Which they thought best to sally at, 

The foe appear M, drawn up and drilPd, 445 

Ready to charge them in the field. 

This somewhat startled the bold Knight, 

SurprisM with tli^ unexpected sisfht : 

The bruises of his bones and flesh 

He thought began to smart afresh ; 450 

Till recoTleotin^ wonted courage, 
j^^His fear was soon converted to rage, 

And thus he spoke : The coward foe 

Whom wo but now gave quarter to, 

Look, yonder^s rally M, and appears 455 

As if they had outrun their fears. 

The glory we did lately get. 

The Fates command us to repeat ; 

And to their wills we must succomb, 

Quocunque trahunt, tis our doom. 460 

This is the same numeric crew 

Which we so lately did subdue ; 

The self-same individuals that 

Did run as mice do from a cat, 
'V When we courageously did wield 465 

■ Our martial weapons in the field, 

To tug for victory ; and when 

We shall our shining blades agen 

Brandish in terror o er our heads, 

They'll straight resume their wonted dread8.470 
'^. Fear is an ague, that forsakes 
f And haunts by fits those whom it takes ; , 

And they'll opine they feel the pain 
And blows they felt to-day again. 
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Then let us boldly charge them home, 47^ 
And make no doubt to overcome. 

This said, his courage to inflame, 
He callM upon his mistress* name. 
His pistol next he cockVi anew, 
And out his nut-brown whinvard drew ; 480 
And, placing Ralpho in the iront, 
Reserv'd himself to bear the brunt, 
As expert warriors use : then ply'd 
With iron heel his courser's side, 
Conveying ^mpathetic speed ^5 

From heel of Knight to heel of steed. 

Meanwhile the foe, with equal rage 
And speed, advancing to engager 
Both parties now were drawn so close, 
Almost to come to handy-blows : 490 

When Orsin first lot fly a stone 
At Ralpho ; not so huge a one 
As that which Diomeddid maul 
JEneas on the bum withal ; 
Yet big enough, if rightly, hurrd, ^ 495 

T' tave sent him to another world, 
Whether above ground, or below. 
Which saints twice dipt are destinM to. 
The danger startled the bold Squire, 
And made him some few steps retire ; 500 
But Hudibras advanced to' 'said,' 
And rous'd his spirits, half dismay'd. 
He, wisely doubting lest the shot 
Of th' enemy, now growing hot. 
Might at a distanoe gall, pressed close, 5^ 
To come pell-mell to handy -blows. 
And, that he might their aim decline, 
Advanced still in an oblique line ; 
But prudently forbore to Are, 
Till breast to breast he had got nigher, 510 
As expert warriors use to do 
When hand to hand they charge their foe. 
This order the adventVous Knight, >^ 

Most soldier-like, observed In fight, 
When Fortune (as she's wont) tum'd fickle, 515 
And for the foe began to stickle. 
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The more diame fin* her ffood^riiip, 
Te ^ive ao near a firiend Ute rap. 
For Colon choosmg out a stone, 
. Lev^llM so ni^ht, it thumpM upon 591 

His manly paunch with such a force, 
As almost beat him off his horse. 
He lost his whinyard, and ^e reia; 
But layin^r^t hold of the mane, 
Preserv'd ms seat : and as a £roose ^ 535 
In death contracts his taions close. 
So did the Knight, and with one daw 
Ttie trigger of nis pistol draw. 
The gun went off: and as it wis 
Still ^tal to stout Hudibras, 539 

In all his feats of arms, when least • 
He dreamt of it, to prosper best. 
So now he far'd : the shot, let fly 
At random 'mong the enemy, 
Pierc'd TalgoFs gaberdine, and grazing 535 
U..Upon his dioulder, in the passing 
f LiodgM in Magnano^s brass habergeon. 
Who straight, A surgeon ! cry'd, a surgeon ! 
He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 
Did Murther ! Murther ! Murther ! yelL 540 . 
This startled their whole body so. 
That if the' Knight had not let go 
His arms, but been m warlike plight, 
H' had Won (the second time) the ifight; 
As, if the Squire had but fallen on, 545 

He had inevitably done : 
But he, diverted^ith this care 
i^ Of Hudibras his hurt, forbare 
-' To press th' advantage of his fortune, 

While danger did the rest dishearten: 550 
For he with Cordon h^iag engaged 
In close encounter, they both wag^d 
The fight so well, *twas hard to say 
Which side was like to get the day. 
V And now the busy work of death 555 

^ Had tir'd them, so th^ agreed to breathe, 
Preparing to renew the "fiff ht, 
When im disaster of the Slnight, 
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And th^ otb«r psrtyj did divert 

Their fell intent, and forcM them part. SCO 

Ralpho prese'd up to Hudibras, 

And Gordon where Mlignono was ; 

Each striving' to confirm his party 

With stout encouragements and hearty. 

Quoth Ralpho, Courage, valiant Sir, B^ 
And let revenge and honour stir 
T<our spirits up : once more fall <m, 
The shatterM foe begins to run : ' 
■ For if but half so well you knew 
To use your victory as subdue, 570 

They durst not, after such a blow 
As you have given thero, face us now ; 
But from so ^rmidable a soldier 
Had fled like crows when they smell pow^r. 
Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 675 
Wav'd o'er their heads, and fled as oft; 
But if you let them recollect 
Their spirits, now disniay'd and check'd, 
You'll have a harder game to play 
Than yet y' have had to get the day. 580 

Thus spoke the stoutSquire ; but was heard 
By Hudibras with small regard. 
His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ralph's harangue; 
To which he answered. Cruel Fate 585 

Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 
The knotted blood within my hose, 
That from my wounded body flows, 
With mortal crisis doth portend 
-My days to appropinque an end. 590. 

I am for action now unfit, 
Either of fortitude or wit: 
Fortune, my foe, begins to frown, 
ResolvM to pull my stomach down. 
I am not apt, upon a wound, 595 

Or trivial basting, to despond : 
Yet rd bcvloth my days to curtail : -^ 

For if I thought my wounds not mortal, 
Or that we'd time enough as yet v 

'^o make an honorable retieat, 606 
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T^irere the best course : bat if they find 

H^e fly, asd leave oar arms bebind 

For them to seize on, the dishonour, 

And dan^r too, is such. 111 soonec 

Stand to it boldly, and take quarter, COS 

To let them see 1 am no starter. 

In all the trade of war, no feat 

Is nobler than a braye retreat : 

For those that run away, and fly, 

Take place at least of th^ enemy. 610 

This said, the Squire with active speed, 
IHsmounted from his bony steed, 
To seize the arms, which, by mischance, 
Fell from ^e bold Knight in a trance^ 
These being found out,* and restored 615 

To Hudibras, their natural lord, 
As a man may say, with might and main 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he essay 'd to mount aloft, 
^ Sut, by his wei^hlir bum, as oft 690 

He was puUVl back, till having found 
Th' advantage of the rising ground, 
Thither he led his warlike steed, - 
And having placM him right, with 8pee4 
PreparM a^am to scale the beast; 625 

When Orsm, who had newly dressM 
The bloody scar^upon the shoulder 
Of Talgol with Promethean nowder. 
And now was searching for the shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot, 630 

Beheld the sturdy Squu-e aforesaid 
Preparing to climb up his horse' side. 
He left his cure, and laying hold 
Upon his arms, with courage bold, 
Cry'd out, 'Tis now no thne to dally, 635 

The enemy begin to rally ; 
Let us, that are unhurt and whole. 
Fall on, and happy man be^s dole. 
•^ This said, like to a thunderbolt, . 

He flew with fury to th' assault, , 640 

Striving the enemy to attack 
Before he reached his horse's back. 
£2 
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RaJphp was mounted now, and fotl0B 
O^erthw&ri bis beast-with active TanHioigt i 
'Wriggling bis body to recover CH ' 

His seat, and cast his right leg over ; 
When Orsin, rushing in, bestowM 
On horse and man so heavv a load, 
The beast was startled, and beeun 
To kick and fline like mad, and run, M 

Bearing the tou^ Squire like a sack. 
Or stout king Richard, on his. back ; 
Till stumbling, he throw him down, 
Sore bruis'd, and cast into a swoon. 
Meanwhile the Knight began to rouse SSS 
The sparkles of his wonted prowess: 
He thrust his hand into his hose. 
And found, both by bis eyes and nose, 
Twas only choler, and not blood. 
That from his wounded body flowed. 6G0 

This, with the hazard of the Squire, 
Inflam'd him with despiteful ire : 
Courageously he facM about. 
And drew his other pistol out, . 
And now bad half way bent the cock, ' €65 
When Cerdon gave so fierce a shock, 
With sturdy truncheon, Hhwart his arm* 
That down it fell, and did no harm : 
Then stoutly pressing on with speed, 
Assayed to pull him off his steed. OTO 

The Knight his sword had only left, 
With which he Cordon's head had deft, 
Or at the least crept off a limb. 
But Orsin came, and rescuM him« 
He, with his lance, attacked the Knight 675 
Upon his quarters opposite : 
But as a bark, that in foul weather, 
Toss'd bv two- adverse winds together, 
Is bruisn, and beaten to and fro, 
And kndws not which to turn him to ; 689 
' So farM the Kniffht between two foes. 
And knew not which of them t' oppose ; 
till Orsin, charging with his lance 
At Httdibras, by spitefU chance 
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Gt Oerdon soch a bangi) as tUxmaa'd 68S 

^nd l&id him flat upon the gr^nd. 
\.li tills the Knight began to cheer up, 
\ikdl, raiisinr up himself on stirrup, 
Ury'd out, Victoria ! lie thou there, 
\rkdi 1L sball straight dispatch another, 690 
ro l>eajr thee company m death; ^ 
Birt first I'll halt a while, and breathe: 
As iTtrell ho might ; for Orsin, sriev'd 
At- thL*. "wound that Cerdon had received, 
Rdn to relieve him with his lore, GdS 

And cure the hurt he gave before. 
IklecLn vrhile the Knight Had wheePd about, 
T*o breathe himself, and next fiud out - . 
TH* advantage of the ^?round, where best 
He might the ruffled loe infest. 700 

Tliis b'ing resolv'd, he spurr'd his steed,^ 
To run at Orsin with full speed, 
A^hUe he was busy in the care 
Of Cordon's wound, and una;ware ; 
6ut he was quick, and had already 705 

XJnto the part*apply'd remedy ; 
And, seeing- th' enemy prepared, 
I>rew up, and stood upon his guard. 
Then, like a warrior right expert 
And skilful in the martial art, 710 

The subtle Knight straight made a halt. 
And judg'd it best to stay th' assault, 
tLXntilhe nad reliev'd the Squire, 
And then in order to retire ; 
Or, as occasion should invite, 715 > 

"With forces join'd renew the fight. 
^ IRalpho, by this time disentranc'd, 
XJpon his bum himself advanced, 
Though sorely bruis'd ; his limbis all o'er 
"With ruthless bangs were stiff and sore. 7S0 
Right fain he would have got upon 
His feet again, to get him gone, 
^^ When Hiraibras^to aid him came : 

Quoth he (and called him by his name,) 
Courage ! the day at length is ours ; TStt 

And wd once mose, as conquerors, 
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TOe foe w pnrfligate, and ran. 

ImeanaUjRMAMcan; forBome 

Thw hand hath sent to their long homo; m 

^d some he sprawling on the^und, 

With many a gash and bloody wound? 

CaBear hmwelf could never eay 

He ffot two victories in a day. 

As rhave done, that can say, Twice I 735 

Jioneday,Veni,Vidi,Vicr 

1 Ae foe s so numerous, that we 

Cannot so often vincere 

As they perire, and yet enow 

Be left to strike an after-blow ; 740 

Then, lest they rallv, and once more 

Put us to fifirht the Wness o'er, 

Get up and mount thy steed : Dispatdi, 

^ '®f "« *>oth their motions watch. 

In ^ r ^^^* ' **'**^^ °^*' ^I were 745 
to case for actum, now be here : 
Nor have I turned my back, or han^M 
An arse, fpr fear of beinff banff'd, 
A^^^fPT you I got these harms. 

And reach your hSd to pK^^^ 

I Bhall he here, and be a prey ^ ^, 

To those who now are run away. 

That thou Shalt not (quoth if idibras:) 
We read the ancients held it was ' 

Mote honourable far, servare 
Civem, than slay an adversary r jcn 

B« ^JJf we oft to^ay have done, '^ 

I will notleave thee in the lurch. ^ 
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When TVo^ whom he did not mind, 
OhargfM him like li^hteninff behind. 770 

She had been long m searcn about 
Magrnano^s wound, to find it out ; 
But could find none, nor where the shot. 
That had so startled him, was got : 
Bat having: fi)und the worst was past, 775 
She fell to her own work at last, 
The pillage of the prisoners, 
"Which in all feats of arms was hers; 
And now to plunder Ralph she flew. 
When Eludibrashis hard fate drew 780 

To succour him ; for, as he bowM 
To help him up, she laid a load 
Of blows so heavy, and plac'd so well. 
On t' other side, that down he felL 
Yield, scoundrel base (quoth she,) or die : 785 
Thy life is mine, and liberty : 
But if thou think'st j, took thee tardy, 
And dar^^^resu4^}t&~^ be so hardy. 
To try. til/ lurtune o''er afresh, ' . 

I'll waive my title to thy flesh ; ^ 790 

Thy arms and bagease, now ray right ; 
And, if thou hast tne neart to try 't, 
111 lend thee back thyself a while. 
And once more, for that carcass vile. 
Fight upon tick.~Quoth Hudibras, 795^ 

Thou offer'st nobly, valiant lass. 
And I shall take thee at thy word. 
First let me rise and take my sword ; 
That sword which has so oft Ibis day 
Through squadrons of my foes made way, 800 
And some to other worlds dispatchM, 
Now with a feeble spinster matched. 
Will blush with blood ignoble stain'd. 
By which no honour's tq be ^inM. 
But if thoult take m* advice in this, • 805 
Consider whilst thou may^st, what 'tis 
•* To interrupt a victor's course, 
B^ opposing such a trivial force : 
For if with conquest I come off 
(And that I shall do, sure enough,) 810 
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Quarter thou canst not have, nor gractt. 

By law^ of arms, in such a case; ' 

Both which I now do <^er freely. 

I scorn (quolh she) thou coxcomb silly 

(Clappinff her hand upon her breech, 815 

To shownow much she prizM his speech,) 

Quarter or counsel from a foe r 

If thou canst force me to it, do. 

But lest it should again be said. 

When I have once more won thy head, 890 

Hook thee napping, unprepared. 

Arm, and betake thee to thy guard. 

This said, sh^ to her tackle fell. 
And on the Knight let fall a peal 
Of blows so fierce, and prossM so home, 82S 
That he retir'd, and foHow''d 's bum. 
S^md to 't (quoth she) or jrield to mercy : \ 
It is not fighting arsie-ver?^ 
Shall serve thy turn.— Thi«^irr'd hia spleen 
• More than the danger he Vas Ui, ^^ 830 

The blows he feltf or was to feel. 
Although th' already made him red. 
Honour, despi^ht, revenge, and shanei . 
At once into his stomach came. 
Which firM it so, he rais'd bis arm 835 

Above his head, and rainM a storm 
Of blows so terrible and thick. 
As if he meant to hash her quick. 
But she upon her truncheon took them, 
And by obliqlie diversion broke them, 840 
Waiting an opportunity 
To pay all back with usury, 
Which long she fail'd not of; for now 
The Knight with one dead-doing blow 
Resolving to decide the fight, 845 

And she with quick and cunning sleight 
Avoiding it, the force and weight 
He charged upon it was so great. 
As almost sway'd him to tlm ground. ' ^ 

No sooner she th' advantage round, 850 

But iit she flew ; and seconding 
~"'*th home-made thrust the heavy swing, 
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She laid him flat upon his side ; 

And mounting on his trunk-astride, ' 

Quoth she, I told thee what would come 855 

Of'all thy vapourinj?, base scum. 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

X majT have grace and quarter noW? 

Or wilt thoir rather break thy word, 

And stain thi:'«5 honour, than thy sword? 860 

A man of war^to damn his soul, ' 

In basely breaking his parole ; 

And when, before the fight, th' hadst vow'd 

To give no quarter in cold blood : 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, 865 

To make me Against 6iy will take quarter. 

Why dost not put me to the sword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word t 

Quoth Hudibras, The day's thine own ; 
r Thou and thy stars have cast me down ; 870 

My laureU are tiannplanted now, 
^ And flourish on thy conquering brow ; 

My loss of honour *s great enough. 

Thou need'st not brand it with a scoff: 

Sarcasms may eclipse thine own, 875 

But cannot blur my lost renown.* 

I am not now in Fortune's power ; 
, He that is down can fall no lower. 

The ancient heroes were illustrious 
. , For being benign, and not blustrous, 880 

A^nst a vanquished foe : their ^ords 

Were sharp and trenchant, not their words; 

And did in fight but cut work out 
\^j^ T' employ their courtesies about. 

Quoth she. Although thou hast deserv'd, 885 

Base slubberdegullion^ to be served 

As thou didst vow to deal witl^ me, 

If thou hadst got the victory ; 

Yet I shall ratheract a part 

That suits my fame than thy defort. 890 

/» • Thy arms, thy liberty, besid^ 

All that's on th' outside of thy hide, 

Are mine by military law. 

Of which 1 will not bate one straw : 
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' \>T«5^Y^^, ^tvd the gathers, 

V%e>>V€.^VLud\bras. 
^ ^^*^vL ^ <ihampions, yerst 
l^e vigVv^ <i\sperst, 
^ 'J^rialVa Won the day, 
I * J> ^^our and the prey, 
1 % »^as his hide 
ft«^ '^^ ^^ satisfy^ ; 
k^ fr^^e about to pour 

r4^^ ^en show'r ; 
^ f^ tr» ^''sel^ between, 
^ fy i^ b^ck agen, 
' , ^ ^^i^ head his sword, 
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The TMt, thy life and limbB, onoe mor», * 801 
Though douhly fbrfeit, I restore. 
Quoth Hadioras, It is too late 
For me to treat or ttipulatd : 
id^st, I nu 



Tet those whom I expugnM to-day 900 

Of thine own part^, I let go. 

And gave them life and froedora too : 



Both dogs and bear, upon their furole, 
Whom itook prisoners in this quarreL 
Quoth TruUa, Whether thou or they 906 

Let one another run away. 
Concerns not me : but was^ not thou 
That e^ave Crowdero quarter too f 
Crowdero, whom, in irons bound. 
Thou basely threw'st into Lob^ poond,, 910 
Where still he lies, and with ngrat 
His genVous bowels rage and (tet. 
But now thy carcase shaU ro^am 
And serve to be exchangM for him. 

This said, the Knight-^id straight submit, 915 
And laid his weapon at her feet 
Next |ie disi-obM nis gabardine, 
And with it did himself resign. 
She took It, and forthwith divesting 
The mantle that she wore, said jesting 990 
IVike that, and wear it for my sake ; 
Then threw it o'er bis sturdy back, 
And as the French, we conquer'd once, 
, Now give us laws for pantaloons, 

023. Pantaloona and port-cannons were someof tlM 
fantastic faihloni wherein we aped the French. 
At quisquiB Insula satus Britannlca 
Sic patria iniolens fastidiet auam, 
Ut more simlsD laboret fingere, 
Et eemulari Gallicaa ineptlas, 
Et omni Gallo ego hunc opinpr ebrium ; 
Ergo ex Britanno, ut Gatlua esse nititur 
Sic Dii jubete. fiat ex Gallo Capus. 
«... Thomas More. . j 

Gallus is a river in Phrygia, rising out of the mouo- , 
toins of CcleniB, and. discharging itself into the rivet 
Banger, the water of which is of that admirable quality, 
that, being modnratelv drank, it purges the bnun, and 
••nrcs maduess ; but largely drank, it malcei men fran* 
'^- Pliny, Horatius. 
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nua length of breeches, and the gathenr^ 935 
Port-cannons, periwigs, and feathers ; 
Fust so the proud insnlting- lass 
\m,y''d and dighted Hudibfas. 

Meanwhile the other champions, yerst 
fn hurry of the fi^ht disperst^ 930 

\rriv'd when Trmla won the day, 
Po share in th* honour and the prey, 
A.nd out of Hudibras his hide 
With vengeance to be satisfy^d ; 
Which now they were about to pour 935 

Upon him in a wooden showV ; 
But Trulla thrust herself between, 
And stridinff oW his back a^n. 
She brandishM o*er her head his sword. 
And vowM they should not break her word : 
SV had giv^n him quarter, and her blood 941 
Or theirs should rnQke that quarter good ; 
For sb^ was bdliiici, by law of arms. 
To see him safe from farther harms, 
hi dungeon deep Crowdero, cast . 945 

By Hudibras, as yet lay fast ; 

Where, to the haxd and ruthless stones, 

His.great heart made perpetual moans : 

Him she resolv'd that Hudibras 

Should lansom, and supply his place. 950 

This stopped their fury, and the basting 

Which towards Hudibras was hasting. 

They thought it wa^but just and ri^t 

That what she had achievM in fiffht 

She should dispose of how she pleasM ; 955 

Crowdero ought to be releasM t 
•Tfor could that any way be done 

So well as this she pitched upon : 

For who a better could imagine ? 

This therefore they resolv'd t' engage in. 960 

The Knight and Squire first they made 
Rise from the eround where they were laid : 
• Then mowited both upon their horses, 
But with their faces to the arses ; 
Orsin led Hudibras^s.beast,- 965 

iaid Talgol that which Ralpho prest, 
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Whom ftont Maifnano, yalimnt Cflrdon* 

And Colon, waited as a guard on ; 

All ushering Trulla in the rear, 

tVith th' arma of either prisoner. 916 

In this proud order and array 

They put themselves upon the way, 

Striving to reach th^ enchanted castle, 

Where stout Crowd^iro in durance lay stiH 

Thither with greater speed than shows 97S 

And triumph over conquered foes 

Do use t' allow, orphan the bears 

Or -pageants borne before lord mavois 

Are wont to use, they soon arrived 

In order, soldier-like contrivM ; 960 

8till marching in a warhke posture, 

As fit for batUe as for muster. 

The Kiyffht and Squire they first unhom. 

And benaing "gainst the fort their focoa, 

Tbe^ all advancM, and round csout 965 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 

Ma^nah led up in this adventure, 

And made way for the rest to enter; 

For he was skilful in black art, 

No less than he that built the fort ; 990 

And with an iron mace laid flat 

A breach, which straight all enter^ j at, 

And in the wooden dungeon found 

Crowdero laid upon the ground. 

Him they release from' durance base : 996 

RestorM t^ his fiddle and his case, 

And liberty, his tliirsty rage 

With luscipus vengeance to ;u«uage : .^ | 

For he no sooner was at large. 

But Trulla straight brought on the charge, I 

And in the self-same limbo put ' 1001 

The Kniglit and Squire where he was shut; 

Where leaving tliem in Hockley i' th' Hole, • 

Their bangs and durance to condole. 

Confined and conjurM into narrow IQOSr J 

Enchanted inansion to know sorrow, i 

In the same order and array 

Which they advanced, they march'd awiy. 
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Bat Hudibras, who soom*d to stoop 
To Fortune, or be s&id to droop, 1010 

CheerM up himself with ends of Tmse, 
And sayings of philosophers. 

Quoth he, Th' one half of man, his mind. 
Is, sui juris, anconfin'd, 
And cannot be laid by the heels, 1015 

What e'er the other moiety feels. 
*Ti8 not restraint or liberty 
That makes men prisoners or free ; 
But perturbations that possess 
The mind, or sequanimities. 1020 

The whole world was not half so wide 
To Alexander, whien he cry'd. 
Because he had but one to subdue, 
As was a paltry narrow tub to 
Diogenes, who iff not said 1025 

(For aught that ever I could read) 
To whine, put, finger i' th' eye, and sob, 
^ Because hj had ne'er another tub. 
The ancients made two several kinds 
- Of prowess in heroic minds ; 1030 

The active and the passive valiant; 
Both which are pari libra gallant: 
For both to ^ive blows, and to carry, 
In £c^hts are equi-necessary : 

But m defeats, the passive stout 1035 ' 

Are always found to stand it out 

Most despVately, and to outdo 

The active Vainst the conqu*ring foe. 

Tho' we with blacks and blues are suggillM, 
, Or, as the vulgar say, are cudgeU'd ; 1040 

^'^e that is valiant; and dares fight, 

Though drubb'd, can lose no honour by t, ' 

Honour's a lease for lives to come. 

And cannot be extended from 

The leffal tenant ; tis a chattel * l645 

Not to DC forfeited in battle. 
s ^ H he that in the field is slain, 
^ ^ tie in the bed of honour lain, 

Hp that is beat^ may be said 

To lie in honour^s truckle-bed. 1050 
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For' as we see th^ eclipsed sun 

B7 mortals b mOTe ffazM upon, 

Tlian when, adorned with i^l his light, 

He shines in serene sky most bright ; 

So valour, in a low estote, 10$6 

Is most admirM and wonderM at. 

Quoth Ralph, How great I do not know 
We may by being beaten grow ; 
But none, that see how here we sit, 
Will judge us overgrown with wit lOflO 

As gifted brethren, preachmg by 
A carnal hour-glass, do imply, 
Illumination can convey 
Into them what they have to say. 
But not how much ; so well enough 1065 

Enow you to charge, but not draw off; 
For who, without a cap and ba'uble, ' 
Having subduM a bear and rabble. 
And might with honour have come off, ■ 
Would put it to a second proof? 1070 

A politic exploit, right fit 
For Presbvterian zeal and wit. 

Quoth fludibras. That cuckooes tone, 
Ralpho, thou always harp'st upon. 
'When thou at any thing would'st rail, 1075 
Thou mak^st Presbytery the scale 
To take the height on't, and explain 
To what degree it is profane : 
Whatsoever will not with (thy what d^e call) 
Th;^ liffht lump right, thou call'st synodical; 
As if rresbytery were the standard 1081 

To size whatsoever 's to be slandered. 
Dost not remember how this day 
THou to my beard was bold to say, 
That thou couldst prov^ bear-beating equal 
With synods orthodox and legal ? 108^ 

Do if thou oaifst, for I deny't 
Ard dare thee toH with all thy light. 

Quoth Ralpho, Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, 1090 

That has but any guts in ^b brains, 
And couM believe it worth his pains ; 
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fiat since you dare and urge me to it, 

TouTl find IVe light enough to do it. 

Synods are mystical bear-gardens, 1095 

'Where elders, deputies, churchwardens, 

And other members of the court, 

Manage th^ Babylonish sport ; 

For prolocutor^ scribe, and bear-ward. 

Do differ only. in a mere word ; 1100 

Both are but several synagogues 

Of carnal men, and bears, and dogs : 

Both anti-christian assemblies, 

To mischief bent, far as in them lies ; 

Both stave and tail with fierce contests, 1105 

The one with men, the other beasts. 

The difference is, the one fights with/ 

The tongue, the other with the teeth ; 

And that they bait but bears in this. 

In th* other, souls and consciences ; 1110 

Where saints themselves are brought to stake 
^ For gospel-light, and conscience' sake ; 

ExposM to Scribes and Presbjrters, 

Instead of mastiff dogs and curs, 

Tlian whom th' have less humanity ; 1115 

For these at souls of men will fly. 

This to the prophet did appear, . 

Who in a vieion saw a bear. 

Prefiguring the beastly rage 

Of church-rule in this latter age : 1120 

As is demonstrated at full 

By him that baited the Pope's bull. 

Biears natVally are beasts of prey. 

That live by rapine ; so do they. 
"^What are their orders, constitutions, .1125 

Church-censures, curses, absolutions. 

But sev'ral xnystic chains they make, * 

To tie poor Cfhristians to the stake, 

^And then set heathen officers. 

Instead of do^, about their ears ? 1130 

. -^For ta prohibit and dispense ; 

To find out, or to make jiffonce ; 

lie?. A learoed divine in King ^[aines*! time wrote a 
poleinic woric against the Pope, and eave it tti^t un- 
liiclEy nieicname of Tlie Pope's Bull bdted. 
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Of hell and beaTen to dispose ; 

To pla-y with souls at fast and loose ; 

To set what characters they please, USB 

And mulcts on sin or godliness ; 

Reduce the church to gospel-order, . 

By rapine, sacrilege, and murder ; 

TV) make Presbytery supreme. 

And k'mgs themselves submit to thorn ; 114U 

And force all people, though against 

Their consciences, to turn saints ; 

Must prove a pretty thriving trade. 

When saints mwiopoHsts are made : 

When pious frauds, and holy sfaifts, 1145 

Are chspensationB and gifts. 

Their godliness becomes mere ware, 

And ev'ry synod but a fair. 

Syjiods are whelps of th' Inquisition, 

A mongrel breed of like pemicion; 1150 

And growing up, became the sir^ 

Of scribes, commissioners, and triers ; • 

Whose business is, by cunninff sleight, 

To cast a figure for men's light ; 

To find, in fines of beard and face, 1155 

The physiognomy of grace ; 

And, by the sound and twang of nose, 

If all l>e sound within disclose. 

Free from a crack or flaw of sinning, . 

As men try pipkins byjtheir ringing ; 1160 

B^ black caps, underlaid with white, ^ 

Give certain guess at inward light. 

Which Serjeants at the gospel wdar. 

To make the spiritual calling clear ; . 

The handkerchief about the n^ck ' 1165 

(Canonical cravat of Smeck, 

1166. Smectymnuus was a'clubof five parliamentaiy 
holders-forth ; the characters of whose names .and ta- 
lents were by themselves expressed in that senseless ani 
insig^Dificant word. They wore handkerchief about 
their necks for a mark of distinction las the officers (^ | 
th» parliament army then did), which afterwards de- *- 
generated into.carnal cravats. Al>out the beginning of 
the long parliament, in the year 1641, these five wrote 
'^ok against episcopacy an^ the Common Pra;erj to 
• they ail subscribed their names ; being Steram 
"J, Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young, MatUiOW 
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From whom the institiitioii came, 
When church and state they set on flame* 
And worn by them as badges then 
Of spiritual warfaring men) 1170 

Judge rightly if regeneration 
Be of the newest cut in fasluon. 
Sure *tis an orl^odox opinion, 
That grace is founded m dominion. 
Great piety consists in pride ; / 1^75 

To rule is to be sanctified : x 
To domineer, and to- control. 
Both o'er the body and the soul, 
Is the most perfect discipUne 
Of church-rule, and by right divide. 1180 

Bel and the Draffon^s chaplams were 
More moderate Sian these by far : 
For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat, 
To get their wives and children meat ;^ 
"Bat these will not be fobbM off so ; 1185 

They must have wealth and power too. 
Or else with blood and desolation 
They'll tear it out o' th' heart o' th' nation. 
Sure these themselves from primitive 

And heathen priesthood do derive, ' 1190 

When butchers were the onlv clerks, . 

Elders iin4 presbyters of kirss ; 

Whose directory was to kill ; 

And some believe it is so ^Ull. 

The only diff 'rence is, that then 1195 

They slaughter'd only beasts, now men. 

For then to sacrifice a buHock, 

Or,now and then a child to Moloch, ^ ' 

Newcomen, and William Sputbtow, and from. thence 
they and their foilowera were called Smectymnians. 
Tb«iy are remarkable for another pious book, whibh 
they wrote some time afler t|iat, entitled The King's 
Cabinet Unlocked, wherein all the chaste and endear 
ing expressions, in the letters that passed between' his 
majesty King Charles I. and his royal consort, are by 
-' these painful labourers in the devH's vineyard turged 
into burlesque and ridicule. Their books were answer- 
ed with as much calmness and genteelness of expression, 
and as much learning and honesty, by the Rev. Mr. Sy* 
moDdi,then a deprived clergyman, as theirs was stuflfea 
wiUi Bialice, spleen, and rascally invectives. 
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Thej count a vile abomination. 
But not to slaughter a whole natioo. HN 
Presbytery doen but translate 
The papacy to a free state ; 
A commonwealth of Popery, 
Where ©v'ry village is a see 
As well as Rome, and must maintain 1905 
A tithe-pig metropolitan ; 
Where ev>y presbyter and deacon 
• Commands the keys for cheese and bacon ; 
And ev'ry hamlet^s governed ^ 
Bv *s Holiness, the churches head ; 1310 

More haughty and severe m *s place, 
Than Gregory or Boniface. 
Such churkh must (surely) be a monster 
With many heads : for if we conster 
What in th' Apocalypse we find, 1S15 

According to th' apostle's mind, 
Tis that the whore ef Babylon 
With many heads did ride upon ; 
Which heads denote the sinful tribe 
Of deacon, priest, lay-elder, scribe. 1S90 

Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, 
Whose little finder is as heavy 
As luins of patriarchs, prince-prelate. 
And bishop-secular. This zealot 
Is of a mongrel, diverse kind ; 15235 

Cleric before, and lav behind ; 
A lawless linseywoofsev brother. 
Half of one order, half another ; 
A creature of amphibious nature. 
On land a beast, a fish m water ; 1S30 

That always preys on grace or sin ; 
A sheep without, a wolf within. 
This fierce inquisitor has chief v 

Dominion over men^s belief 
And manners ; can pronounce a saint 1335 
Idolatrous or ignorant, 
Wiien superciliously he sills 
Through coarsest boulter others' gifts ; 
For alfmen live and judge amiss. 
Whose talents jump not just with his. 1940 
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Re's lay on gifts with hands, and p]ac« 

On dullest noddle li^ht and ffrace, 

The manufkcture of the kiri. 

Those pastons are but th^ bandy-wdtic 

3f his mechanic paws, instilliog 1345 

Divinity in them by feeling; 

^rom whence they start up chosen ve 

\fade by -contact, as men get measles* 

3o cardinals, they say, do grope 

^t th^ oilier end the new-made pope. 1250 

Hold, hold, qu<^ Hudibras ; soft fire, 
riley say, does make sweet malt. Good Squiire, 
Pestina lente, not too ^t; . 
Por haste (the- proverb says) makes waste. 
The quiiiLs and cavils tbou dost make 1255 
\ie false, and built upon mistake : 
And I shall brinf yon, with your pack 
Of fallacies, t' elenchi bfck ; 
^d put your arguments in mood 
And figure to be understood. 1260 

111 force you, by right i^tim^niition, 
To leave your vitiliUgatioo^ 

1349. This relates to the story of Pnpe Joan, who wat' 
called John VIII Platina saith she was of Enelish ei- 
traction, but bom at Ments ; who, having dfaguuvd her- 
self like a man, travelled with her paramour to Athens, 
where rhe made auch pronress in learning, that coming 
to fttnne, she met with few that could equal her; so 
that, on the death of Pope Leo IV. she was chosen to 
8acce<!d him ; but being got with child by one of her do- 
mestics, her travail came upon iter between tbeColos- 
sian Theatre and St. CleroenVs, as she was going to the 
Lateran Church, and died upon the place, having eat 
two years, one month, and four days, and was buried 
Vnere without any pomp. He owns that, forth^ shame 
of this, the popes decline going through this street to the 
Lateran ;- and that, to avoid the like error, when any 
pope is placed in the Porphyry Chair, his genitals are 
feH by the youngest deacon, through a hole made for 
that purpose ; but he supposes the reason of that to be, 
to put him In mind that he is a man, and obnoxious to 
the necessities of nature , whence he will have th^ seat 
'!o be cnlled Sedes Siercoraria. 

1362. Vitilitigation is a wocd the Knight was passion- 
ately In love with, and never failed to use it upon all 
occasions ; and therefore to omit it, wheq it fell in the 
way, had«rKUPd too great a neglect of his learning an« 
parts ; though it means no more than a perverse humoar 
of wrangling. F 
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And make you keep to th' question dose. 
And ai^e diajecticos. 

The Question then, to state it first, 12K3 
Is, which is bettor, or which worst, 
Ghrnods 6r bears ? Bears I avow 
Ix) be the worst, and synods thou. 
But to mako'good thj assertion. 
Thou say^st they're really all one. , 1310 

If so, not worse ; for if th' are idem, 
Wh^ then, tantundem dat tantidem. 
For if they are the same, by cburse^ 
Neither is better, neilher worse. 
But I deny they are the same, IS!? 

More than a mag^gfot and I am. 
That both are aniroalia 
I grant, but not rationalia : 
For tiiouffh they do agree in kind, 
Specific difference we find ; • 1 

And can no more make bears of these, 
Than prove my horse is Socrates. 
That synods are bear-gardens too, 
Thou dost affirm : but i say, No: 
And thus I prove it in a word ; 1S85 

Whats'ever assembly's not impowYd 
To censure, curse, aibsolve, and ordain 
Can be no synod : but bear-garden 
Has no such pow'r ; ergo, 'tis none : ' 

And so thy sophistry's o'erthrown. 1^ 

But yet we ard beside the question 
Which thou didst raise the first contest on ; 
For that was. Whether heart are better 
Than synod-men? I say, Negatur. ^ 

That bears are beasts, and synods men, ISSS^ 
ts held by all : they're better then ; 
For bears and dogs on four legs go, 
As beasts, but synod-men on two. 
'Tis true, they all have teeth and nails ; 
But prove that synod-men have tails ; 18^ 
Or that a ruffged, shaggy fur 
Grows o'er Uie hide of presbyter ( 
Or that his snout and spacious ears 
Do hold proportion witn a bear's. 
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A beards a sava^ beast, of all . 1305 

. Most ugly and .unnatural ; 
"Wlielpxl without form, until the dam 
Has lickM it into shape and frame : 
But all thy light can ne'er evict, 
That ever synod man was lickM, 1310" 

Or l>rougbt to any other fashion 
Thai| his own will and inclination. 
But tbou dost farther yet in this 
^pugn thyself and sense; that is, 
Tnou would'st have presbyters to bo 1315 
For bears and dogs^ and^ bear-wards too ; 
A strange chimera of be'asfs and men, 
Made up of piecesiieterogene; 
Such as in nature never met 
In eodem subjecto yet. . 13S0 

Thy other arguments are all 
Supposures, hypothetical, 
That do but beg, and we may choose 
'^ Either to grant them, or refuse. 
Much thou hast said, which 1 know when 1325 
And where thou stoPst from other men, 
'Whereby 'tis plain thy light and gifts 
Are all but plagiary shifu ; 
And is the same that Ranter said. 
Who; arguing with me, broke my head, 1330 
And tore a handful of my beard : 
The self-same cavils then I heard, " , ^ 

When^ b'ing in.hot dispute about ^ 

^his controversy, we tell out : 
And what thou know'st 1 answer'd then, 1335 

- Will serve to answer thee agen. 

Quoth Ralpho, Nothing but th^ abuse 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning, that cobweb of the brain. 
Profane, erroneous, and vain ; 1340 

A trade of knowledge, as replete 
nks others are with fmud ana cheat-; 
An art t' incumber gifts and wit. 
And render both for nothing fit ; 
Makes light unactivo, duU, femd troubled, V 

- Like little David in Saul's doublet : 
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A cheat that scholars put upon 

Oilier men's reason and their own ; 

A fort of error, to ensconce 

Absurdity and ignorance ; 1^ 

That renders all the avenues 

To trutli impervious and abstruse, 

By making plain thin^, in debate, 

By art perplejif'd and mtricate : 

For nothing goes for sense or light, 1355 

That will not with old rules jump ri^t: 

As if rules were not in the schools 

Derived from truth, but truth from ruleB. 

This Pagan heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention. 1360 

For as, in sword and buckler fight, 

All blows do on the target light ; 

So when men argue; the greatest part 

O' th' contest falls on terms of art. 

Until the fustian stuff be spent^ 1365 

And then they fall to th' argument. . 

Quoth Hudibras, Friend Ralph, thou hast 
Outrun the constable at last : 
For thou art fallen on a new 
Dispute, as senseless as untrue, ~ 1370 

But to the former opposite 
And contrary as black to white ; 
Mere desparata ; that concj&ming 
Presbytery ; this, human learning ; 
Two things s' averse, they never yet 1375 
Bui in thy ramblinc; fancy met. , 
But I shsul take a fu occasion 
T' evince thee by ratiocination. 
Some other time, in place more proper 
Than this we're in ; therefore lets stop heret 
And rest our weary'd bones a while, 1381 
Already lir'd with other toiL 

1373. Disparata aro things separate and unUkSf fEOB. 
the Latin word diipare. _ 
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PART ii.-4:anto l 

The Knight, by dunnable mafician) 
Being ca^t illegally in priann, 
I<ove brings his acfinn on the case, 
And lays it upon Hudibras. 
How he receives the Lady's visit, 
And cunningly solicits his suit, 
M/'hich he defers ; yet on parole 
Redeems him from th* -enchanted hole. 

But now t' observe romantic method. 
Let bloody steel awhile be sheathed ; 
And all tbose harsf? and rugged sounds 
Of.bastinadoes, cuts^ and wounds, 
ExchangM to Love's more gentle style, 5 

To let our reader breathe a while : 
In which., that we may be as brief as 
Is possible, by way of preface, 
Is'*t not enough to make one strange. 
That some men^s fancies should ne'er change,10 
But make all people do and say 
The same things still the self-same wav ? ' 
Borne writers make all ladies purloinM, 
And knights pursuing like a whirlwind : 
Others make all their knights, in fits 15 

Of jealousy, to lose their wits ; 
Till djawin^ blood o' th' dames, like witches, 
Th' are forwwith cur'd of their capriches. 
Some always thrive in their amours. 
By puUing plaisters off their sores : SO 

As cripples do to get an aims, 
Just so do they, and win their dames. 
' Borne force whole regions, in despite 
O' geography, to chang^e their site ; 
Make former times sha^e hands with latter, 25 
And that which was>before come after. 

1. The beginning of this Second Part mur perhaps 
seem strange and abrupt to those who do not know that 
'At was written on purpose in imitation of Virgil, who be- 
gins the I Vth Book of his ^oeids in the very same man> 
ner, ^At Regina gravi,* Ace. And this is enough to satia- 
]y the curiosity of those who believe that invention and 
tancy ought to be measured (lilce cases In lawj by pre- 
cedents, or else they ace in the poweriif tbe critic. 
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Bat those that write in rhyme, still maks 

The one verse for the other^s sake ; 

Tor one for sense, and one for rhytob^ 

I think's sufficient at one time. 30 

Bat we forget in what sadj>light 
We whilom left the captive Kniffht 
And pensive Squire, both bruised in body. 
And conjurM into safe custody. 
Tir'd witli dispute and speaking Latin, ^ ^ 
As well as basting and bsar-baiting. 
And desperate ofany course, 
To free himself by wit or force. 
His only solace was, that now 
His do^-bolt fortune was so low, « 

That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about again, and mend ; 
In which he found th* event, no less 
Than other times, beside his ^uess. 

There is a tall lonff-sided damo, *^ ' 

(But wondrous lights ycleped Fame, 
That, like a thin cameleon, boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words; 
Upon her shoulders wings she wears 
Like hanging sleeves linM through witheaiffSO 
And eyes, and tongues, as poets list. 
Made good by deep my thologist : 
With these she through the welkin flies, 
And sometimes carries truth, oft lies; 
With letters^unff, like eastern pigeons, 5S 
And mercuries of farthest regions; 
Diumals writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform Uie nation ; 
And by their public use to bring down 
The r^te of whetstones in the kingdom. 60 
About her neck a pacquet-mai], ' 

Fraught with advice, some fresh, some stale, 
Of men that walk'd when they were dead, 
And cows of monsters brought to bed ; 
Of hail-stones big as pulle^ eggs, » 00 

And puppies whelpM with twice two l«gi( 
A blazing-star seen in tlie west, 
By six or seven men at le«st, 
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c Two trompetfl she doth sound at once, -> 
But both of clean -contrary tones ; 70 

But whether both in the same wind, 
Or one before, and one behind, 
We know not ; only this can tell. 
The one sounds vilely, th' other well ; 
And therefore vulgar authors name 75 

Th' one Good, th' other Evil, Fame. 
This tattling gossip knew too well 
What mischief Hudibras befel,- 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of all to th' unkind widow's ears. 80 

^ Democritus ne'er. laughM so loud, 
To soe bawds carted through the crowd, 
Or funerals with stately pomp 
March slowly on in solemn dump. 
As sh6 IdughM out, until her back, - 85 

As well as sides, was like to crack. 
She vow^d she would^o «ee tlie sight, 

' And visit the distressed Knight; 
To do the office of a neighbour, 
And be a sossip at his labour ; 90 

And from his wooden jail, the stocks, 
To set at large his fetter-locks ; 
And by exchange, parole, or ransom. 
To free him from th' enchanted mansion. 
This b*ing resolved, she call'd for hood 95 

And usher, implements abroad ^ 

Which ladies wear, beside a slender 
Young waiting-damsel to attend her. 
All which appearinff^on she went, 

. To find the Knight m limbo pent : 100 

And 'twas not long before she found 
Him, and the stout Squire, in the pound ; 
Both coupled in enchanted tether. 
By farther leg behind together. 

^ For as he sat upon his rump, 105 

J^is head, like one in doleful dump, 
Between his knees, his hands appiyM 
* Unto his ears on either side. 
And by him, in another hole. 
Afflicted Ralpho, cheek b/ jowl ; 
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She came upon him in his wooden 

Magician's circle, on the sudden. 

As spirits do V a conjuror, 

When in their dreadful shanes th' appesr. 

No sooner did the KnightTierceivi^K, 115 
But straight be fell into a fever, 
inflamed all over with iiisgrace, 

Which made him hang his head, and sowH, 

He telt hts hrains begin to swim. 
When thus the dame accosted him : 

This place (quoth she) they say's enchanted, i 
And with delmquent spirits haunted, 
That here are ty'd in chains, and scouig'd, 125 
Untjl their guilty crimes be purged : 
Look, there are two of them appear, 
Like persons I have seen somewhere. 
Home having mistaken blocks and posts 
xiSul^^^^^' apparitibns, ghosts, 130 

With saucer eyes, and horns ; and some 
Have heard the devil beat a drum ; 
But if our eyes are not fklse glasses. 
That ffive a wrong account oT faces, 
That beard and t should be acquainted, 135 
Before 'twas conjur'd or enchSted; 
A«'"ifW/\^1:!^^'** 8omewh;t, 
{^A-^ u , ^*^®^ ^"^^ '» combat, 

it did belong to a worthy knight, 

Howe er this goblin has come bv't. 140 

^ When Hudibfas the lady heard 

Discoursing thus upon his beard. 

And speak with such respect and honour 

Both of the beard and the beard's owner. 

He thought it best to set as good Ifi 

A face upon it as he cou*d, 

And thus he spoke : Lady, your bright J 

And radiant eyes are in the right : 

The beard's th' identic beard you knew. 

The same numerically true i ' 

gor IS It worn by fiend or elf. 

But Its proprietor himself. 
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O Heavens ! quoth «he, can that be trae ? 
X ^o begin to fear 'tis you : 
N<»t by your individual whiskers, 155 

But by your dialect and discourse, 
That never spoke to man or be«ut 
Ib notions vulgarly ezprest. 
But what malignant star, alas ! 
Has brought you both to thk sod pass? IdO 

Quoth he. The fortune of the war, 
"^^^ch I am less afflicted for^^ 
nrhan to be seen with beard and face, 
Sy you in such a homely case. 

Quoth she, Those need not be asham'd 165 
For being honourably maim'd ; 
If he that is in battle conquered 
Have' any title to his own beard. 
Though yours be sorely lu^'d and torn. 
It does your visage more aoom 170 

Than if Hwere prun'd, and starched, and Ian* 
And cut square bv the Russian standard, [der'd, 
A tombeard^s like a tatter'd ensign, 
That^s bravest which there aCre most rents in. 
That petticoat about your shoulders 175 

Does not so well become a soldier's ; 
And I'm afraid they tu-e worse handled. 
Although i' th' rear, your beard the viMi led ; 
And those uneasy bruises make 
My heart for company to ake, 180 

To see so worshipful a friend 
I' th' pillory set, atihe wrong end. 

Quoth Hudibras, This thing call'd pain 
Is (as tho. learned Stoics mountain) 
^ Not bad simpliciter, nor good, 185 

But merely as 'tis understood^ 
Sense is deceitful, and mah^ feign 
' As well in counterfeiting pain 

As other gross phenomenas, 
^^la which it oil mistakes the case. 190 

' But since th' immortal intellect 
(That's free from ehror and defect. 
Whose objects still persist the same) 
Ib free from outward bruise and maun, 
F2 
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WhM Booglrt eatonial can ezpow 

To ffroM tnaterial bangi or blowi, 

It fiSlowB wa mn M*«r be sure 

Whether vWejMUB or not endure ; 

And just 80 fti> are 9cae and grteT'd, 

As by the fiuicy is betievM. 200 

Some have been wounded with conceit, 

And died of mere opinion straight; 

Othe^ tho* wounded sore in reason, 

Felt no contusicm, nor discretion. 

A Saxon duke did ^ow so fat, 909 

The mice (as histonee relate) 

Eat grots and labyrinths to dwell in 

His postid parts, without his feeling : 

Then how is't possible a kick 

Should e'er reach that way to the >qiiick ? 210 

Quoth she, I grant it is m rain 
For one that\9 basted to' feel pam, 
Because the panj^ his bones endure 
Contribute nothing to the care : 
Tet honour hurt is wont to rage 215 I 

With pain no med'cine can assuage. 

Quoth he, That honour's very squeamish 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; 
For what's more hon>fible than scars. 
Or ^in to tatters rent ifi wars f 220 

Some have been beaten till they know 
What wood a cudgeVs of by th' Wow ; 
Some kickM until they can feel Whetlrer 
A shoe be Spanish or neat's leathm ; 
And yet have met, after long running, 225 
With some whom they have taught that con- j 
The farthest way about t' overcome, [ning. 
In th' end does prove the nearest home. 
Bv laws of learned duellists, 
jAey that are bruis'd with wood or fists, 230 
And think one beating may for once m 

Suffice, are cowards and paltroohs : .^"^^ 

But if they dare engage t' a second, ' ^ 

They're.8tout and gallant fellows reokon'd. 

905. The history of the Duke of Saxony is not so 
strange as that of a bishop, his countryman, who was > 
"lite eaten up with rats and mice- < 
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Th* old Romwitf freedom did bestow^ S3ft 
OarprinoeB worahip, with a blow. 
Kii^ Pyrrfaos cur*a his splenetic 
Andtec^ courtieis with a kick. 
The Negus, when some mif hty lord 
Or potentate's to be restored, 240 

And pardon'd for some great ofRsnce, 
With which he's willing to dispense, 
First has him ku4 upon his heUj, - 
Then beaten badL und side to a jtHlfl 
That done, he rises, hamUy bows, 245 

And gives thanks for the princely blows ; 
Departs not meanly proud, and boasting 
Of his magoifioent no-roasting. 
The beaten soldier pro'V«s most manj^, 
That, like h|a sword, endures the anvil, fM 
And justly 's held more formidable, 
The more his vakmr's malleable : 
But he that fears a bastinado 
Will run aw^ from his own shadow : 
And though Pm now in durance fast, 52J&S 
By our own party basely cast. 
Ransom, ezchaz^, ntLrcAe reAis'd, 
And worse than by the en'my us'd: 
In close catasta i^ut, past hope 
Of wit or valour to elope ; 260 

As beards the nearer that they tend 
To th' earth still grow more reverend ,. 
And cannons ^oot the higher pitches. 
The lower we let down their breeches; 
VH make this low dejected fate 265 

Advance me te a greater height 

Quoth she, T.' have almost made me in love 
With that which did my pity move. 
Great .wits and valours, like great states, 
Do sometimes sink with their own weights : 270 



f occult qaality in his toe, ' PoIUcis in deztro pedf taetti 
Henosif medebatar,* 1. 7. e. 13. ^ 

9B§. Catasta is but a pair of stocks in Engli^- Bat 
biroical poetry must not admit of any vulgar v-o"* ^S^P*" 
daUy of paltry signification,) f--* **- — '— ^awof our 
BMidern authors are Cain tr' -isfrom 

abioaditliat were never b' 'uago. 
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TV extremea of gloiy and of shame, 
jUke wt and west. Become theami: 
Wo Indi^ pnnce has to his palace 
MorefoU were than a thief to th' nBowi. 
Butifa beating seiaa so brave, ^ 2J5 
What glones iftust a^hippinff have^ 
Such great achievements cannot fail' 
1 o ca«t salt on a woman's tall • 
For if I thought your nat'ral taJeut 
Of passive courage were so gallant, 980 

As you strain hard to have it thought, 
Icouad grow amorous, and dote. 

When Hudibras this language heard. 
He pnck'd up's ears, and strokM his beard: 
^ught he, this is the lucky hour ; 285 

Wines work when vines are in the flowV. 
Thw crisis then 111 set my rest on. 
And put her boldly to the ouestioi. 

flk^f u *?' ^,^i y°" ^^^^ seem to doubt, 
Shall be to aU the world.made out, 29a 

How IVe been drubb'd, and With what i^iit 
And magnammity I bear it ; 
And if you doubt it to be true, 

l^fjfj^^^^f'^'''^ against yott: 

And iflfaifm love or troth, SSS 

Bbyou the winner, and take both. 

si'V^'! '^ ^ ^^ ^'''''^ °^^ ««n^^ stager. 

Ajd Uiough I prins'd your valo^^ 

I did nbt mean to baidk your wit • 30D 

mich if you hare, you must needs know 

What I have told you before now, 

And you b* experiment have prov'd. 

I cannot love where I'm belov'd. 

g«yondth' infliction of a witch: 

So cheats to plav with those still aim 

That do not understand the game. -^ 

Love m youf heart as idly biSn? 



by Google 



PART n.-CANTO L 10^ 

'ave yon not pow«r to entertain, 

nd. render love for love again ; 

s TLO man can draw in his breath 315 

.t oTice, and force out air beneaUi i 

^ do you love yourself so much, 

*o beax all rivals else a grutch ? 

Vha.t Tate can lay a greater jsurse 

nian you upon yourself wopld force ? , 3S0 

''or ^redlock without love, some say, 

[s but a lock 'without a key. 

It is a kind of rape to marry 

3iie that neglects, or cares not for ye : 

For ^what does make it ravishment^ 325 

But Vin^ against the mind^s consent? 

A rape that is the more inhuman 

YoT being acted by a woman. 

Why are you fair, but to entice us 

To love you, that you may despise us? 330 

But though you cannot love, you say. 

Out of your own fanatic way, 

Why should you not at least allow 

Those that love you to do so loo ? 

For, as you fly me, and pursue 335 

Lovo more averse so I do you ; 

And am by your own doctrine taught 

To practise what you call a fau't 

Quoth she, If what you say is true, 
Tou must fly me as I do you ; ~ 340 

But 'tis not what we do but say, 
In love and preaching that must sway. 

Quoth he. To bid me pot to love, 
Is to forbid -my pulse to nwve, 
My beard to grow, ihy cars to prick up, 345 
Or (when I^m in a fit) to hiccup : 
Command me to piss oftt the moon, 
And 'twill as easily be done. 
^ Love'i power*s too great to be withstood 
^^ feeble human fl^ and blood! 350 

^was he that brought upon hb^nees 
The bect'ring, kill-cow Hercules ; 
Tnosfona'd his leager-lion's skin 
T a petticoat, and made him spin i 
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S^ixM on his dub, and knade it dwindle SSft 

T' a feeble distaff and a spiiidle. 

Twas he that made emperors gallants 

To their own sisters and their aunts ; 

Set. popes and cardinals agoff, 

To play with pages at leap-frog. , 96Q- 

'T was he that gave our senate purges, 

And fluzM the oouse of many a biugeas ; 

Made those that represent the nation 

Submit, and suffer amputation ; 

And ail the grandees o' th' cabal 365 

Adjounf to tubs at spring and fall. 

He mounted synod-men, and rode 'em , 

To Dirtj^ Lane^and Uttle Sodom ; ^ 

Made 'em cunret like Spanish jenetB, - 

And take the ring -at Maaam — S70 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 

More than the devil could tempt him tOf 

In cold and frosty weather grow 

£namo)ir'd of a wife of snow ; 

And though she were of rigid temper, 375 

With melting flanaes a6cost and tempi her ; 

Which after m enjoyment quenching, 

He hunff a garland on his engine. 

Quoth she, if love hath these efl^ts, 
Why is it not forbid our sex ? 380 

Why is't not damnM and interdicted, 
For diabolical and wicked ? 
And sung, as out of tune, against, 
As Turk and pope are by the saints? 
I find Pve ^eatier reason for it, 385 

Than I believ'd before, t' abhor it. 

Quoth Hudibras, These sad effects 
Spring from your heathenish neglects 
Of Love's great pow'r, which he returns 
Upon yourselves with equal scorns ; 390' 

371. The ancient writertof the livei of MlnU were « 
of the same sort of people who first writ of klligbt>e^ 
rantry ; and as in the one they rendered ttie brave ac- 
tions of some great persons ridiculous, by their prodiii- 
ous lies, and sottish way of describing them, sn tb& 
nave abused the piety of some devout persons, by Im- - 
posing such stories on thum aa this upon St. Fimticii. 
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^id those wfao worthy lovers digfat, 
ni^ev with prepostToos appetite. 
This made the heaateous queen of Crete 
To take a town-bull for her sweet. 
And from her greatness stoop so low, 
To be the rfvai of a cow : 
Others to prostitute their great hearts, 
To be baboons' Jmd monkeys' sweethearts; 
Some with the dovl himsdlf in league grow, 
]Jf^ representative a Negro. 
*Twa8 this made vestal maid love-sick, 
And venture to be bury'd quick': 
Some by their faUiers, and their brothers. 
To be made mistresses aiid mothers. 
'Tis this that proudest dames enamours 
j^ lacqueys and valets de chambres; 
Tnieir haughty stomachs overcomes, 
And makes 'em stoop to dirty grooms; 
To slight the world, and to msparage 
Claps, issue, infamy, and mamage. 

Quoth she, These judgments are severe, 
Yet such as I should rather bear 
Than trust men with their oaths, or prove 
Their faith and seeresy in love. 

iSays he. There is as weighty reason 
For seeresy in love as treason. 
liove is a bur^larer, a feFon, 
That at the windore-eye does steal in. 
To rob the heart, and with his prey 
Steals out again a closer way, 
"Which whosoever can discover, 
He's sure (as he deserves) to siiSer, 
Love is a fire, that bums and sparkles 
In men as nat'ralljr as in charcoals, 
Which sooty chemists stop in holes,- 
When out of wood they extract coaJs : 
So lovers should their passions choke, 
That, tho' they burn, tney may not smoke. 

393.. The histoiy of Pasipbae is common enoaglf : 
only this may be observed, that tbdngh she brought ths 
boll a son and beirj-yet the husband was fain to father 
it, OS appears by the name ; perhaps, because being an 
island, he was within tlie four seas when tbi inf 
was begotten. 
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TRfl like that sturdy thief thfttttofo 

And dngfd heasts backward into'f ho» s 431^ 

So Love does lovers, and us men 

Draws by the tails into his d^i. 

That no impression may discover. 

And trace t^his cave the wary lover. 

But if you doubt I should reveal 435 

What you entrust me under seal, 

ril prove myself as close and virtuoua 

Asyour own secretary Albertus. 

Quoth she, I grant you may be dose 
In hidmg what your aims propose. 440 

. Love-passions are like parables, 
By which men still mean something else. 
Though love be all the world's pretence. 
Money's the mytholoffic sense ; 
The real substance of the shadow, 445 

Which all address and courtship's made to. 
" Thought he, I understand your play, 
And how to quit you your own way : 
• He that will win his dame must do - I 

As Love does when he bends his bow ; 450 
With one hand thrust the lady from, 
And with the other pull her home. 
I grant, quoth he", wealth is a great 
Provocative to am'rous heat : • 

It is all philtres, and tigh diet, ^5 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out : j 

>Tis beauty always in the flower, ^ 
That buds and blossoms at fourscore : 
'Tis that by which the sun and moon 
At their own weapons are outdone : 460 ^ 

That makes knights-errant fall in trances, 
And lay about 'era in romances : 
*Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 
That men divine and sacred call : 
For what is worth in any thing, 465 ^ 

But so much mone^ as 'twill bring ? . -»^ 

Or what but riches is there known, 
Which man can splely call hia own ; - ; 

^^ Albertus Magnus was a Swedish bishop, who 
"L veiy learned work, * De Secretis Mulierunu' 
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't^ ^virliich no creature goes his half, 
iXnless it be to squint and laugh P 470 

[ do confess with goods and land, 
V*A liave a wife at second-band ; 
Ajck^ sacb you are. Nor isH your person 
JSAy .stomach's set so sharp and fierce on ; 
Rat; 'tis (your better part) your riches, 475 
1*lmat my enamoured heart bewitches. 
JLadt me your fortune but possess, 
Ax^d settle your person how you piease: 
Or make it o'er m trust to th* devil ;• 
^^ou^ll find me reasonable and civO. 480 

Quoth she, I like this plainness better 
1*lian false mock-passion, speech^ or letter. 
Or uny feat of qualm or eowning, 
Sut hanging of yourself, or drowning. 
TTonronTy way with me to|>reak 485 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck ; 
For as when mlrchants break, overthrown 
X^ke nine-pins, they strike others down, ^ 
So that would break my heart, which done. 
My tempting f<^rtune is your own. 490 

' These are hSt trifles ; ev'ry- lover 
"Will damn himself over and over, 
And greater matters undertake 
, , For a less worthy mistress* sake : 
- Yet th' are the onl^ way to prove ' 495 

Th' unfeignM realities of love : 
For he that hangs, or beats oufs brains. 
The devil's in him if he feigns. 

l^^uotb Hudibras, This way's too rough , 
For mere experiment and proof r 500 

It is no jesting trivial matter. 
To swing i' th' air, or douce in water, 
And, like a water-witch, try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove : 
As if a man should be dissected 505 

^TTo find what part is disaffected. 
Tour better way is to make over. 
In trust, your fortune to your lover,' 

490. Pliny In W« Natural History, afflrmi, that, * 0aj 
aBfaDaltam bomini ocuH VJepravantur, unde cotnomiaa 
8tr«bonwn et Pctorum.* Lib 2. 
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Hold; hold, qooth she ; no moro of thin, 
Sir Knight f^jon take your aim amiss : 
For you will find it a hard chaptw ^ 585 

To catch me with poetic rapture, •' 

In which your mastery of art 
Doth shew itself, and not your heart : 
Nor will you raise in mine combustion 
By dint of high heroic fustian. 590 

She that with poetry is won, 
Is but §. desk to write upon ; 
And what men say of her, they meaft 
No more than on the thing they lean. 
Some with Arabian spices sfrive 595 _ 

T' embalin her cruelly alive ; 
Or season her, as French cooks use 
Their haut-gbuts, bouillies, or ragouts : i 
Use her so barbarously ill, : 
To ^ind her lips upon a mill, 600 

Until the facet doublet doth 
Fit their rhymes rather than her mouth : 
Her mouth compared to an oyster's, with 
A row of pearl in*t — 'stead of teeth. 
Others make posies of Her cheeks, 005 

Where red and 'whitest colours mix ; 
In which the lily, and the rose. 
For Indian hke and ceruse gbes. 
The sun and moon by her bright gyes 
EclipsM and darkenM in the skies, 610 

Are, but black patches, that she wears, 
Cut into suns, and- moons, and stars : 
By which astrologers, as well 
As those in heav'n above, can tell 
What strange events they do foreshow 615 
Unto her under-^world below. 
Her voice, the music of the spheres, 
So loud, it deafens mortals' ears. 
As wise philosophers have thought ; ^ 

And that's the cause we hear it not. 62^^ 

This has been done by some, who those 
Th' ador'd in rhyme would kick in prose ; 
And in those ribbons would have himg, ' 

* which melodiously they sun^ ; 

D-git,zedbyG06gle 
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^ Th&t have the hard fate to write best 635 

Of those still that deserve it least ; 

It mattcFB not how false or forcM, 

So the best things be said o* th* worst : 

It goes for nothing when 'tis said ; 

OiUy the arrow's drawn to th' head, 630 

Whether it be » swan or goose 

They level at': so shepherds use 

To set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound a^d rotten sheep :, 

For wits, that cany Iqw or wide, 635 

Must be aimM higher, or beside 
^ The mark, which else they ne'er come nigh, 
. But when they take their aim awry. 

But 1 do wonder vou should choose 

This way t' attack me with your Muse, 640 

As one cut out to pass your tricks on, 

With fulhams of poetic fiction ; 

I rather hop'd I shduld no more 
' Hear from you o' th' gallanting: score : 

For hard dry-bastings us'd to prove 645 

The readiest rexiiedies of love ; 

Next a dry-diet^ but if those fail, 

Tet this uneasy loop-hord jail. 

In which y' are hamper 'd by the fetlock, 
I Cannot but put y' in mind of wedlock : 650 

Wedlock, that's worse than any hole here, 

If that may serve you for a cooler ;- 

T^ allay your mettle, all agog 

Upon a wife, the heavier clog : 

Nor rather thank your gentler fate, 655 

i . That for a bruisM or broken pate 

Has freed you from those knobs that grow 

Much harcier on the maijy'd brow ; 
But if no dread can cool^vour courage, 
h, From venturing on that dragon, marriage, 660 

Yet give me quarter, and advance 
"^9^ nobler aims your puissance : 
' Level at beauty and at wit ; 
The fairest mark is easiest hit. 

Quoth Hudibras, Tm beforehand 665 

In that already; with your command ; 
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For where does beauty and hi^ wit 
But in your constellation meet ? 

Quoth she, What does a match imply. 
But likeness and equality? ^ 670 

I know you cannot think me fit 
To be th* yoke-fellow of your wit ; 
Nor take one of so mean deserts, 
To be the partner of your parts ; 
Agrace, which; if I couM believe, €75 

Tve not the conscience to receive. 

That conscience, quoth Hudibras, 
Is misinformM : I'U state the case : 
A roan may be a legal donor * 

Of any thing whereof he^s owner, 680 

And mav confer it where he listsy 
r th' judgment of all casuists ; 
Then wiC and parts^ and valour, may 
Be alienated, and made a\^ay, 
By those that are proprietors, ' 685 

As I may e^ve or sell my horse. 

Quoth we, I grant the case is true. 
And proper 'twixt your horse and you ; 
But whether I may take as well 
As you may give away or sellf 690 

Buyers, you knowi are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer hue and cry, 
For a roan-gelding, twelve hands high, ' 
All spurrM and switched, a lock on 's hoof^ 695 
A sorrel mane? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y' were sold 
.And in the open market toU'd for?^ [for* 

Or should I take you for a stray, 
You must be kept a year and day 700 

(Ere I can own you) here i' th' pound, 
Where, if y* are sought, you may be found : 
And in the meantime I must pay 
For all vour provender and hay. ^ 

• Quoth he, It stands me much upon 705 

T' enervate this objection. 
And prove myself, by topic dear, 
^ing, as you would infer. 
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* Hiosa of Yi^t]r*8 averrM 
TTo be the cause of loss of beard, 710 

7hat does (like embiyo in the womb) 
Abortive on the cfain become. 
This first a woman did invent. 
In envy of man^s ornament; 
Semiramis of Babylon, 715 

Who first of all cut men o* th' stone, 
To mar their beards, and lay foundation 
Of sow-geldering operation. 
Look on this beard, and tell me whether 
Eunuchs wear such, or geldings eithdr f 720 

^ Next it appears I am no horse ; 
That I can argue and discourse ; 
Have but two legs, and ne^er a tail. 

Quoth she. That nothing will avaU ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 725 

Write men'have^four legs by nature, 
Ana that 'tis custom makes them go 
Erroneously upon but two ; 
As 'twas in Giermany made good , 

B' a boy that lost himself in a woo^, 730 

And growing down t' a man, was wont 
With woiVcs upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn~from tails, ' - 

*- We cannot say they're true or false. 

Till you explain yourself, and shew, 735 

B' experiment, "'tis so or no. ' 

Quoth he, Jf you'll join issue on't, 
111 give you satisfactory account ;- 
So you will promise, if you lose, 

%' To settle all, and be myfepouse. ' - 740 

715. Semiramis, queen of j^ssyria, is said to be the 
first that invented eunuclis. * Semiramis teneros marfH 
castravit omnium prima* Am. Marcel 1. 34. p. 12. 
^^ Whicli is something strange in a lady of her constitu- 
^ Vtion, who is said to have received horses into her em- 
r^C^yaces ; but that, perbapa, may be the reason why she 
y^ mftcrwards thought men not Worth the while. ^ 

725. Sir K. D. in his Book of Bodies, who has this 
story of the German Boy, which he endeavours lo make 
good by several natural reasons ; by which those who 
have the dexterity to believe what they please may Ik 
fully satisfied of the probability of it. 
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That never shall be done (quoth ihe) 
To one that wants a taiU by me : 
For tails by nature sure were meant, 
As well as beards for ornament : 
And though the vulgar count them homel/, 745 
In men or beast they 'are so comely, 
80 jantee, alamode, and handsonie, 
* ril never marry man that wants one ; 
And till you can demonstrate plain, 
You have one equal to your mane, 75^ 

111 be torn piecemeal by a horse. 
Ere ril take yoii/or better or worse. 
The Prince of Cambay's daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, and toad. 
Which makes him have so strong a breath, 755 
Each night he stinks a queen to death ; 
Yet I shall rather lie in *s arms 
Than yours, on any other terms. 

' Quolh he. What nature can afford 
I shall produce, upon my word ; 760 

And if she evei^gave that boon 
To man, Fll prove that J have one ; 
I mean by postulate illation. 
When you shall offer just occasion : 
But since y' have yet deny'd to give 765 

My heart, your.pn8''n9r, a reprieve. 
But make it sink down to my heel. 
Let that at -least your pity feel ; 
And, for the sufferings of your mar^. 
Give its poor entertamer quarter ; 770 

And, by dischar^ or.mainprize, grant 
Delivery from this base restraint. 

Quoth she, I grieve to see your leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a peg; 
And if I Jcnew which way to do't, 775 

(Your honour safe) Vd let you out. 
That dames by jail delivery 
Of errant-kniffhts have been set free. 
When by enchantment they have been, 
And sometimes for it, too, uiid in, TBQ 

Is that which knights are bound to do 
By order, oath, and hqnour too : 
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For what are they ronownM and famous rise, 
Bat aiding of distressed damosels ? 
Bat for & lady, no ways errant, 785 

To free a knight, we have no warrant 
In any anthentical romance. 
Or chissic author yet of France ; ~ 
And Vd be loth to have you break 
An ancient custom for a freak, 79(1 

Or innovation introduce 
In place of things of antique use, 
To free your heels by any course. 
That might b^ unwholesome to your spurs ; 
^ Which, if I should consent unto, 7dS» 

< It is not in m^ powV to do ; 
For 'tis a service must be done ye 
With solemn previous ceremony. 
Which always has been us'd t* untie 
The charms of those who here do Ik : 800 
For as tho ancients heretofore ^ 

^ To Honour''s temple had no door 
But that which through Virtue's lay, 
So from this dungeon there's no way ^ 

To honour^ freedom, but by passing 905 

That other virtuous school of lashing. 
Where knights are kept in -narrow lists, 
y^ With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists ; 
hi which they for a while are tenants. 
And for their ladies suffer penance : 810 

Whipping, that's Virtue's governess, 
Tnt'ress of arts and sciences ; 
That mends the^ross mistakes of Nature, 
^ And puts new life into dull matter j 
- That lays foundation for renown, 815 

And all the honours of the gown. 
This suffer'd, they are set at large. 
And freed with hon'rable discharge. 
^ Then in their job^ the penitentials^ 

A^e straight presented with credentials, 820 
And in ihexi way attended on 
By magi8:trates of ev'ry town : 
And, aU respect and charges paid. 
They're to their ancient seats convey'd. 
G 
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Noipif VMillTeDtara, for n^ wmkM^ . 9 
To try me tcmghiMW of your baek. 
And suffer (as the rest have done) 
The laying of a whipping on 
(And may vou ^iospa in yonr suit, * 
As you with equal vigour do^t,) ^ 

I here engage myself to loose ye, 
. And ftee your heels from Ci^[»erdewiie. 
But since our sex's modesty 
Will not allow I should be by, , • 

Bring me, on oath, a fair accmint, . 63? 

And nonour too, when you -have done*tv 
And 111 admit jrou to the plaee 
You claim as due in my good grace. 
If matrim<my and hanging go 
By dest^y^ why not raipping too ? • W 
What med'cine dse can cure the fits 
Of lovers when they lose their wits? 
Love is a boy by poets styl'd ; 
Then spare the rod, and spoil the child. 
A Persian emperor whippM his giannami 845 
The sea, his mother Venus came on ; 
And hence some revVend men approve 
Of rosemary in making love. 
As skilful coopers hoop their tube 
With Lydian and with Phrygian dubs, 1 
Why may not whipping have as good 
A ^race ? performed in time and mood. 
With comely movement, and by art, 
Raise passion in a lady^s heart f 
It is an easier way to make 855 

Love by, than that which many take. 
Who would not rather suffer whipping. 
Than swallow toasts of bits of ribbon? 
Make wicked verses, treats, and faces, 
And spell names over with beer-glasses ; 860 
Be under vows to hang ond^ie 
Love's sacrifice, and afl a lie ? 
With China-oranges, and tarts, ^"^ 

And whining plays, lay baits for hearts? 

845. Xerxeg, who used to whip the seu and wind. 
Bstw?"* "^"* Eurumlolltua i.vlrefll|tn£?' jS 
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Sribe chamber-maids, with love and moaey, 865 
To break no roprulsh jesta upon ye? 
f'or lilies limn'don cheeks, and roses, 
iVitli painted perfumes, hazard noses? 
3r, venturing; to be brisk and wanton, 
>o penance in ^ paper lantern ? 870 

\n this you may compound for now. 
By saflfering what I offer you ; 
Vvhich is no more than has been done 
By Isnights for ladies long agone. 
Did not the great La Mancha do so 875 

For the Infanta del Toboso ? 
Did not th' illustrious Bassa make 
Hiinself a slave for Miss's sake ? 
And with bull's pizzle, for her love. 
Was tawM as gentle as a glove? 880 

Was not young Florio sent (to cool ' 
His flame for Biancafiore) to school. 
Where pedanfmade his pathic bum 
"For her sake suffer martyrdom ? 
Did not a certain lady whip 885 

Of late her husband's own lordship? 
Aixd though a grandee of the house, 
Olaw'd him wi^ fundamental blows ; 
TyM him stark naked to a bed-post. 
And firk'd his hide, as if sh' had rid post ; 890 ^ 
And afler'in the sessions-court, 
Wiere whipping's judg'd, had honour fort ; 
This swear you will perform and tHbn 
111 set you from the enchanted den. 
And the magician's circle clear. 895 

Quoth he, I do profess and swear, * _ 

• And will perform what you enjoin. 
Or may I never see you mine. 

Amen (quoth she ;) then turn'd about, 
And bid her Squire let him out 900 

But ere an artist could be found ^ 
VT' undo the charms another bound, 
, The sun grew low^ and left the skies. 
Put down (some write) by ladies' eyes. 
The moon pull'd off her veil of light, 905 

That hides ner face by day from sight 
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(Mysterioas veil, of brightness made^ 

That^s both her lustre and her shade,) 

And in the lantern of the night 

With shining, horns hung out her light ; 910 

For darkness is the proper sphere. 

Where all false glories use t* appear. 

The twinkling stars began to muster, 

And glitter with their TOrrow^d lustre. 

While sleep the weary *d world relieved, 915 

By counterfeiting death revivM. 

His whipping penance till the mom 

Our vot'ry tnought it best V adjourn. 

And not to carry on a work 

Of such importance vn the dark, 920 

With erring haste, but rather stay. 

And doH in tlie open face of day ; 

And in the mean time so in quest 

Of next retreat to take his rest. 



CANTO n. 

The Knighi and Squire, in hot dispute, 
Within an ace of fulling out, 
Are parted with a sudden fright 
Of strailge alarm, and stLanger sight; 
With which adventuring to sticlcle. 
They* re sent away in nasty pickle. 

'Tis strange how some men^s tempers sai« 

(Ijike bawd and brandy) with dispute, 

That for their own opinions stand fast 

Only to have them clawM and canvast; 

That keep their consciences in cades. 

As fiddlers do their cr6wds and bases, 

Ne*er to be usM but when tliey're bent 

To play a fit for argiunont ; 

Make true and false, unjust and just, ' 

Of no use but to be discuat ; v 1 

Dispute, and set a paradox 

Like a strait boot upon the stocks, 

And stretch it more unmercifully 

Than Helmoht, Montaigne, White, or TttUy, 
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y So tfa' ancient Stoics, in their porch, 15 

With fierce dispute maintained their church ; 
Beat out their brains in fight and study, 
To prove that virtue is a body ; 
That bonum is an animal, 
Made good with stout polemic brawl ; 20 

In which some hundreds on the place 
Were slain outright ; and many a face 
Retrenched of nose, and eyes, and beard, 
To maintain what their s«;t averr'd. • 
All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath, 25 
Had like t* have suffered for their faith ; 

^ Each striving to make good his own, 

I As by the sequel shall be shown. 
The sun had long since, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap, 30 

And, like a lobster boiPd, the mom 
From black to red be^an to turn. 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking 

^ Twixt sleeping^ kept allnight and waking. 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 35 

And from his couch prepared to rise, 
Resolving to dispatch the deed 
He vow'd to do with trusty speed : 
But first, with knocking loud, and bawling, 

^ He rous'd the Squire, in truckle lolling : , 40 

> And, after many-circumstances, 
Which vulgar authors, in romances. 
Do use to spend their time and wits on. 
To make impertinent description. 
They got (with much ado) to horse, 45 

i And to the castle bent their course, 

^ In which he to the dame before 
To suffer whipping duly swore ; 

I 15. * In pnrticu (Stoicoruni Sctiola Athenis) diacipu' 
lorum seditionibus milie quadringenti triginta cives in- 

L terfecti sunt.' Diog. Laert. in vita Zenonis, p. 383. 

\ TlKMe old virtuosos weie better proficients in tliese ex- 

^^cf 
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lisesthan raodem, who seldom improve biglier tlian 
cuffing and icicking. 

19. Bonum is such a kind of animal as our modern vir- 
tnosifrom Don auixote will have windmin8,under sail, 
to be. The same authors are of opinion, that all ships ara 
llihes whUe they arc afloat ; but when they are run on 
iround, or laid up in the dock, become ships again. 
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Where now irriT*d, and half nnhanert, > 

To cmny on the work in earnest, 9 i 

He ftopp^d, and paosM upon the soddf ' 

And with a serioiu forehead piod<yn^. 

Sprang a new ecniple m his head, - 

Which first he scratch^d^ and after 

Whether it be direct infrin£in|r j5 

An oath, if I should wave Siis swinfang^ 

And what IVe sworn to bear, forbear, 

And so b* equivocation swear. 

Or whether it be a lesser sin 

To be forsworn thaji act the thnur, GO 

Are deep and subtle points, which mnBt, 

T' inform my conscience, be discust; 

In which to err a little may 

To errors infinite make way : 

And therefore I desire to know 65 

Thy judgment ere we farther go. 

Quoth Ralpho, Since you do enjoint, 
I shall enl&rge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
Th* affirmative may be made out. 70 

But first, to state the case arifht. 
For best advantage of our light. 
And thus tis : Whether 't be a sm 
To daw and curry your own skin, 
Grreater or less, than to forbear, T5 

And that you are forsworn, forswear. 
But first, o'th' first: The inward man, 
And outward, like « clan and clan. 
Have always been at daggers-drawing, 
And one another clapper-clawing. 80 * 

Not that they really cuS^ or fence, 
But in a spiritual mystic sense ; 
Which to mistake, and make *em squabble. 
In literal fra;p 's abominable. 
Tis'heathenisb, infi^quentuse 65 

With Pagans and apostate Jews, ^ j 

To offer sacrifice of bridewells, ^ 

Like modem Indians to their idols; 
And mon^^l Christians ofour times. 
That expiate less with ^eater crimes, 
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nd call tiie fiml i 
ontritioii and iiK>Ttification. 
t not enoagb weVe braisU and Idcdted 
•^itli wmfiil Humben of the wicked ; 
*ur vessels, that are sanctifyM, ^ 

rolanTcl and cnnryM back aad side ; 
at ^w^e mnst daw ounelTss with shameftil 
.nd Keatlien stripes, by their example ; 
V^hich (yrere tfam Doming to fodnd it) 
B impious, because they did it : 100 

iliis, therefore, may be justly reck<m'd 
i heinous sin. Now to the second f 
That saints ma^ daim a dtspensation 
To swear and n>rswear, on oocasioD, 
[ doubt not but it wiil appear 105 

W^ith pregnant light : the point is clear. 
Oaths are but words, and words but wind ; 
Too feeble implements to bind ; 
And hold with deeds proportion so- 
As shadows to a substance do. 110 

Then when they strive lor place, Hi&fit 
The w^eaker vessel should submit. 
Although your church be opposite 
To ours as Black Friars are to White, 
In rale and order, yet i grant, 115 

Yoa are a Reformado Saint ; 
And what the saints do claim as due, 
Tea tnay pretend a title to : 
But saints whom oaths and vows .oblige. 
Know little of their privilege ; 130 

Farther (I ipean) than carrying on 
Some self-advantage of their own ; 
For if tiie dev^l, to serve his turn. 
Can tell truth, wh^ the saints should scom. 
When it serves theirs, to swe»r and lie, 125 
I think there^s little reason why : 
Else h' has a greater power than they, 
• V. Which 'twere impietv to sav. 
W^ are not commanded to torbear 
Indefinitely at all to swear ; 190 

But to swear idly, and in vain, 
WiJhoBt self-intefest or gain : 
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For bre&kinff of an oath, and lying, 

Jm but a kind of self-denying'; 

A saint-like Tirtoe : and from hence 19 

Some have broke oaths by Providence; 

Some, to the glory of the Lord, '* 

PeijurM themselves, and broke their word ; 

And this the constant rule and practice 

Of all our late Apostles^ acts is. 1# 

Was not the causo at first bcrun 

With perjury, and carried on? 

Was there an oath the god It took. 

But in due time and place they br^ce ? 

Did we liot bring our/>aths in first, HS \ 

Before our plate, to have them burst. 

And cast in filter models for 

The present use of church and war? 

Did not our worthies of the house, 

Before they broke the peace, break vows? 130 

For having freed us first from both 

Th' allegiance and supremacy oath, 

Did they not next compel the natiop 

*ro take and break the protestation ? 

*ro swear, and after to recant 155 

The solemn league and covenant? 

To take th' engagement, and disclaim it. 

Enforced by those who first did fi-ame it? 

Did they not swear, at first, to fight 

For the king's safety and his right, IW 

And after march'd to find him out. 

And char^M him home with horse and foot; 

But yet still had the confidence* 

To swear it was in his defence . 

Did they not swear to Jive and die I& 

With Essex, and straight laid him by? - 

If that were all, for some have swore 

As fiUse as they, if th' did no more. 

Did thev not swear to maintain law, 

In which that swearing made a flaw? 170 

For Protestant religion vow,. 

That did that vowing disallow ? 

For Drivilege of Parfiament, 

*n which that swearing made a rent > 
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, And siiice, of all the three, not one 179 

Ib left in being, 'tis well known. 
IMd they not swear, in express words, 
To prop and back the House of Lor^ 
And after turned out the whole house^ull 
Of peers, as dan^Vous and unuseftil ? 180 

So Cromwell, with deep oaths and vows, 
Swore all the Commons out o' th' House ; 
YowM that the red-coats would disband. 
Ay, marry wou'd they, at their command ; 
And trolled them on, and swore, and swore, 185 
Till th' army tum'd them out of door. 
This tells us plainly what they thougbft, 
r That oaths and swearing go A>r nought, 
' And that by them th' were only meant 
To serve for an expedient. 190 

What was the puuic faith found out for. 
But to slur men of what they fought for? 
The public feiith, which ev'ry one 
t Is bound t' observe, yet kept by none ; 

And if that go for nothing, why ^ 195 

Should private faith have such a tie ? 
Oaths were not purposM, more than law, 
To keep the good and just in awe, 
But to confine the bad and sinful, 
^ Like moral cattle, in a pmfold. - SOO 

A saint 's of th' heav'nly realm a peer; 
And as no peer is bound to swear. 
But on the gospel of his honour, 
' Of which he oiay dispose as owner • 
It follows, though the thing be forgery, 905 
^^ And false, t' affirm it is no perjury, 
' But a mere ceremony, and a breach 
Ctf nothing, but a^ form of speech^ 
And goes for no more when tis^took, 
h^ Than mere saluting of the book. 210 

^ Suppose the Scriptures are of force, 
•^VThey're but commissions of course, 
t And saints have freedom to digress, 
[ And vary from 'em, as they please ; , 

Or misinterpret them, by private ' ^ 915 

burtructions, to all aims they drire^at^ 
G2 
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Then why should we ourselves ^.bridge 

And curtail our own privilege i 

Quakers (that, like to lanterns, bear 

Their light within 'em) will not swear : 290 

Their gospel is an accidence, 

By which they construe conscience, 

And hold no sin so deeply red, 

As that of breaking Priscian's head 

(The head and founder of their order, 225 

That stirring hats held worse than murder) ; 

These thinking th' are obliged to troth 

In swearing, will not take an oath : 

Like mules, who, if th' have not their will 

To keep their own pace, stand stock-still : 230 

But they are weak, and little know 

"What free-bom consciences mav do. 

'Tis the temptation of the devil 

That makes all hu^an actions evil : 

For saints may do the same tilings by S35 

The Spirit, in sincerity. 

Which other men are tempted to. 

And at the deviPs instance do ; 

And yet the actions be contrary. 

Just as the saints and wicked vary. 240 

For as on land there is no beast 

But in some fish at sea 's exprest, 

So in the wicked there's no vice ' 

Of which the saints have not a spice ; ■ I 

An'd yet that tiling that's pious in 245 

The oae, in th' other is a sin. 

Is't not ridiculous, and nonsense, 

A saint should be a slave to consciencei 

That ought to be above such fancies, 

As fai* as above ordinances? 250 

She's of the wicked, as I guess, 

B' her looks, her language, and her dress : 

And though, like constables, we search, 

For false wares, one another's church, ^ 

Yet all of us hold this- for true, StSff 

No faith is to the wicked due : 

For truth is precious and divine ; 

Too rich a pearl for carnal swine, 
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L Quoth Hudibras, All this is trae; 
^ Tet 'tis not fit that all mea knew 260 

Those mysteries and revelations ; 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtle turns and shifts of sense 
Serve best with th' wicked for pretence; 
Such as the learned Jesuits use, 265 

And Presbyterians, for excuse 
Agrainst the Protestants, when th' happen 
To find thehr churches taken napping : 
As thus : A breach of oatli is duple, 
And either way admits a scruple, 270 

^ And may be ex parte of the maker, 
r More cnminal than the injured taker ; 
I Por he that strains too far a vow, 
Will break it, like an o'er-bent bow : 
And he that made, and forc'd it, broke it, 275 
Not he that for convenience took it 
A broken oath is, quatenus oath, 
.^ As sound t' all purposes of troth, 
As broken laws are ne^er the worse ; 
Nay, till th* are broken have no force. 280 
What^s justice to a man, or laws. 
That never comes within their claws? 
They have no pow V, but to admonish ; 
I Cannot control, coerce, or punish ; 
^ - Until they're broken, and then toilch 285 

Those only that do make 'em such. 
Beside, no engagement is allowed 
By men in prison made for good ; 
For when they're set at liberty, * 

They're from th' engagement too set free. 290 
" The rabbins write, when any Jew 
Did make to God or man, a vow. 
Which aflerward he found untoward, 
And stubborn to be kept, or too bard, 
\ Any three other Jews o'-th' nation 295 

r«<^ight free him from the obligation ; 
^ And have not two saints pow'r to use 
I A greater privilege than three Jews ? 
The court of conscience, which in man 
Should be supreme and sovereign, 300 
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lit fit ihoiild be Bubor&nate 
To ev'ry petty court i' th' etate, L 

And have less power than the lesser, 1 

To deal with- penary at pteas^; I 

Have its proceedmapdisallow'd, or 305 | 

AUowM, at fancy rf Pye-Powder ? 1 

Ten all it doea, or do^ not know, 
For swearing ex-ofl5cio? 
Beforc'dt'unpeachabrokenhe^, 
And pigs mamg^d at Vis. Franc. Pledge? 310 
Discover thieves, and bawds, recosants. 
Priests, witches, eves-droppers, and nuisance ; 
Tell who did play at mnes unlawful, * 

And who fill'd poU of ale but half full ; 
And have no pow'r at all, no shift, 315 

To^help itself at a dead lift? 
"V^hy Miould not conscience have vacation 
As weU as other courts o' th' nation ; 
Have equal power to a^Woum, ^^ 

Appoint appearance ana return : 33Q 

And make as nice distinction serve 
To split a case, .as those that carve. 
Invoking cuckolds' names, hit joints ? 
Why should not tricks as slight do points ? 
b not th' High-Court of Justice sworn 325 
To judge that law that serves their turn ? 
MaKe their own jealousies high treason. 
And fix 'em whomsoe'er they please cm? 
Cannot the learned counsel there 
Make laws in any shape appear ? 330 

Mould 'em as witches do their clay. 
When they make pictures to destroy, 
' And vex 'em into any form 
That fits their purpose to do harm ? 
Rack 'em until they do cwifess, 335 

Impeach of treason whom they please, ^ 

And most perfidiously condemn "^wj 

Those that engaged their lives for them? ^^ 
And yet do nothing in their^wn sense, ^ ^^ 

But what they ought by oath and conscience. 
Can they not juggle, and with slight 341 

Conveyance, play with wrong and right ; 
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^nd seirtheir blasts of wind as dear 
^s Lapland witches bottled air? 
iVill not fear, favour, bribe, and gradffe, 345 
The same case several ways adjudge? 
Vb^ seamen with the self-same ^le, 
kVUI sev'ral diflfrent courses sail. ^ 
^.s -w^hen the sea breaks o'er its bounds^ 
\nd overflows the level grounds, 350 

Those banks and dams, uiat, like a screen, 
Did keep it out, now keep it in ; 
So ^-hen tyrannic usurpation 
Invades the freedom of a nation, 
The laws o' th? land, that were intended 355 
To keep it out, are made defend it. 
Does not in Chanc'iy ev'ry man swear 
What makes best for him in his answer ? 
I ^4)1^ the winding up witnesses 
Andnicking more than half the business ? 360 
For witnesses, lijjie watches, go 
Just as they're set, too fast or slow ; 
And where in conscience they're strait-lac'd, 
'Tis ten to one that side is cast. 
Do not your juries give their verdict 365 

As if they felt the cause, not heard it ? 
And as they please, make matter o' fact 
Run all on one side, as they're packt f 
Nature has madc^^an^s breast no windores, 
To publish what he does within doors, -370 
Nor what dark secrets there inhabit. 
Unless his own rash fury blab it. 
If oaths can do a man no good 
In his own bus'ness, why they should 
In other matters do him hurt, 375 

I think there's little reason fort. 
He that imposes an oath makes it, 
^ Not he that for convenience takes it : 
' Then how can any man be said 
To >reak an oath he never made ? 380 

These reasons may, perhaps, look oddly 
To the wicked, though th^ evince the godly; 
But if they will not serve to clear 
My honour, I am jie'er the near. 
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Honour is like that glassy babble 385 

That finds philosophers such trouble, 
Whose least part crack'd, the whole does ftf, 
And wits are crack'd to find out why. 

Quoth Ralpho, Honour's but a word 
To swear by only m a lord : 390 

In other men, 'tis but a huff 
To vapour with, instead of proof ; 
That, like a wen, looks bi^ and swells, 
Is senseless, and just nothing else. 

Lot it (quoth he) be what it will, 32^ 

It has the world's opinion still. ^ 

But as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazards they may shun, 
There may a medium be found out 
To clear to all the world the doubt ; 400 

And that is, if a man may do't. 
By proxy whipt, or substitute. 

Though nice and dark the point appear 
(Quoth llalphO it may hold up and clear. 
That sinners may supply the place 4g6 

Of suffring saints is a plain case. 
Justice gives sentence many times 
On one man for'another's crimes. 

Our brethren of New England use 
Choice malefactors to excuse, 410 

And hang the guiltless in their stead, 
Of whom the churches have less need: 
As lately 't happened : In a town 
There JivM a cobbler, and but one, 
That out of doctrine could cut use, 415 

And mend men^s lives as well as shoes. 
This precious brother having slain, . 
In time of peace, an Indian 
(Not out of malice, but mere zeal, * I 

Because he was an infidel,) i^ I 

The mighty TotUpottymoy "^ 

Sent to our elders an envoy, 
Complaining sorely of the breach 1 

Of league hlld forth by brother Patch 
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Against the articles in force 425 

Between both churches, his and ours ; 
For which he cravM the saints to render 
Into his hands or han^ th* offender: 
Hut they maturely having weigh'd , 

Tliey had no more but^him o' th' trade, 430 
(A. man that serv'd them in a double 
Oeipacity, to teach and cobble), 
Resolved to spare'liim ; yet, to do 
The Indian Hoghgan Moghgan tbo " 
Impartial justice,^in his stead did 435 

Hang an old weaver, that was bed-rid. 
Then wherefore may not ,you be skippM, 
And in your room another whipp'd? 
For all philos'phers, but the sceptic, 
HoldH»'^*'Pping may be sympathetic. 440 

Jt is enough, quolh Hiidibras, 
Thou hast resolv'd and clear'^d the case ; 
And canst, in conscience, not refuse 
From thy own doctrine to raise use. 
I know thou wilt not (for my sake) 445 

Be tender conscienc'd of thy back : 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin, 
And give thy outward-fellow a ferking ; 
For when thy vessel is new hoop'd. 
All leaks of sinningp will be stoppM. 450 

Quoth Ralpho, You mistake the matter ; 
For in all scruples of this nature. 
No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 
As no man of his own self catches 455 

The itch, or amorous French aches ; 
So no man does himself convince, 
By his own doctrine, of his sins : 
And though all cry down self, none means 
L His own self in a literal sense. . 460 

^^eside, it is not only foppish. 

But vile, idolatrous and popish, ^ 

For onevman, out of his own skin, 

To ferk and whip another's sin ; 

As pedants out of school-boys' breech^ 465 

Do daw and curry their own itches. 
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But in this case it is profane. 

And sinful too, because in vain : 

For we must take our oaths upon it, ^ 

Tou did the deed, when I have done it, 470 

Quoth Hudibras, That's answerM soon: 
Give us the whip, we'll lay it on. 

Quoth Ralpho/That we mav swear true, 
Twere properer that I whipp'd you : 
For when with your consen^^tis done, 475 
The act is really yoiir own. . 

Quoth Hudibras, It is in vain ^ 

(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain ; 
vOr, ^ke the stars, incline men to 
What they're averse themselves toi do ! '480 
For when disputes are weary'd out, 
'Tis interest still resolves the doubt : ... ■- 
But since no reason can conAite ye, 
I'll try to force you to your duty ; 
For so it is, howe'er you mince it, 485 

As, ere we part, I shall evince it. 
And carry Qf you stand out) 'whether 
Tou will or no, your stubborn leather. 
Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 
I' th' public work, base as thou art? ' 4SL0 
To higgle thus for a few blows. 
To gam thy knight an opulent spouse. 
Whose wealth his bowels yearn to purchase, 
Merely for th' interest of the churches f 
And when he has it in his claws 495 

Will not be hide-boimd to the cause : 
Nor shalt thou find him a curmudgeon. 
If thou dispatch it without gmdguig : 
If not, resolve, before we go. 
That you and I must pull a crow. 500 

T' had best, (quoth Ralpho) as the ancients 
Say wisely, have a care o' th' main chance, 
And look before you ere you leap ; -I 

For as you sow, y' are h^e to reap : , ^^ 

And were y' as ffood as George-a-Green, 505 
I shall make bold to turn agen : I 

Nor am I doubtful of the issue 
In a just quarrel, and mine is so. 
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u Ig *t fitting for a man of honour 

To whip 9ie saints, like Bishop Bonner ? 510 

A Knight t* usurp the beadle's offipe, 

For which y* are like to raise brave trophies ? 

But I advise you (not for fear, 

But for your own sake) to forbear ; 

And f5r the-t^prches, which may chance, 515 

From h^J^'to spring a variance, 

And raise among themselves new scruples, 

Whom common danger hardly couples. 

Reiftmber how, in arms and politics. 

We still have worsted all your holy tricks ; 590 

L Trepanned your partv with intrigue, 

' And took your grandees down a peff ; 
New modeled tn' armv, and cashiered 
All that to legion SM£:C adherM ; 
Made a mere utensil o* your church, 535 

And after left it in the lurch ; 
A -scaffold to Build up our own, 

r And, when w' had done withH, pullM it down ; 
CapocHM your rabbins of the synod, 
And snappM their canons with a why-not? 530 
(Ghrave synod men, that were rever'd 
For solid face, and depth of beard ;) 
Their dassic model proved a maggot, 

i Their direct'jy an Indian Paged ; 

And drownM their discipline like a kitten, 535 
On which theyM been so long a sitting ; _ 

Decry 'd it as a holy cheat. 
Grown out of date, and obsolete ; 
And aJl the saints of the first grass, 

. As castling foals of Balaam's ass. 540 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe. 
And staring furiously on Ralph, 
He trembl^, and lookM pale with ire ; 
Like ashes first, then red as fire. 

H Have I (quoth he) been ta'en in fight, 545 

^ And for so many moons lain by^t, 

} And, when all other means did fail, 

' Have been exchangM for tubs of ale ? 

548. The Knight was kept prisoner In fSzeter, and, 
•Iter several exchanges proposed, But none acce)p(ed of 
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Not but they thoofht meworth a nanift 

Much ipore oonudrable and handaonw, 59 

But for their own sakes, and for fear 

They were not safe when I was there ; . 

Now to be baffled by a scouodreU 

An upstart sectary, .and a mon£TeL, 

Saoh as bieed out of peccant huotpurs . 9 

Of our own church, like wens or tcououfs, 

And, Uke a maggot in a sore. 

Would that whidi gtive it life devour ; 

It never shall be done or said : ^ 

With that heaeiz'd upon his blade ; 560 

And Ralpho too, as quick and bold, 

Upon his basket-hilt Jaid hold, 

with e(}ual readiness prepared 

To draw, and stand upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the sudden, 565 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one, 

As if all sorts of noise had been 

Contracted into one loud din ; 

Or that some member to be chosen 

Had ffot the odds above a thousand, 570 

And, oy the greatness of his noise, 

Prov'd fittest for his couhtry^s choice. 

This strange surprisal put the Knight 

And wratliful Squire into a fright ; 

And Uiough they stood prepared, with fatal 575 

Impetuous rancour to join battle, 

Both thought it was the wisest course 

To wave the fiffht and mount to horse, 

And to secure, by swift retreating, 

Themselves from danger of worse beating. 580 

Yet neither of them would disparage. 

By uttVing of his mind, his courage ; 

Which made them stoutly keep their ground, 

With horror and disdain wind-bound. 

And now the cause of all their fear 58S 

Bv slow degrees approached so near. 
They might distinguish different noise 
Of horns, and pans, and dogs, and boys, 

SSiJi^* '**•"•** ^"^ • barwiof ais, as he often tied 
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And kettle-^ditims, whose snUen dab 

Sounds like the hooping of a tub. , 590 

But when the sight appeared in ▼iew, 

The^ found it was an antique diow ; 

A tnumph, that, for pomp and state. 

Did prottdt^ Romans emulate : 

For as the aldermen of Rome 595 

. Their foes at training overcome. 
And not enlarging territory " 

i^kBma^ mistaken write in stoiy), 
Bei^ mounted, in their best array, 
Upon- a car, and who but the? ! 600 

And followed with a world of tall-lads. 
That merry ditties trolPd, and ballads, 
Did ride with many a good-morrow, [borough ; 
Crying, ^ Hey for our town!' through the 
So when tMs triumph drew so m'gh 605 

They tnight particulars descry, 
They never saw two things so pat, 
In all respects, as this and that. 
First he that led the cavaloate 
Wore a sow-ffelder's flagellate, , 610 

On which he olew as strong a levet 
As well-feeM lawyer on his breviate. 
When oyer one another's heads 
They charge (three ranks at once) Uke Swedes. 
Next pans and kettles of all keys, 615 

From trebles down to double base ; 
And after them, upon a nag. 
That might pass for a forehand stag, 
A comet rode« and on his staff 
A smock displayed did proudly wave. 620 

Than bagpipes of the loudest drones, 
With snuffling broken-winded tones. 
Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 
Sound filthier than from the gut, 
And make a viler noise than swine 635 

"In windy weather, when they whine. 
Next one upon a pair of panniers, 
Fiill fraught with that which for good mannen 
Shall here be nameless, mixt with g^auis, 
Wbich'he dispensM among^the swams, 630 
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And busily upon the crowd 
At random round about bostow'd. 
Then, mounted on a horned horse, 
. One bore a gautitlci and ^ilt spurs, 
Ty'd to the pummel of along sword C 

tie held revcrst, ilie point tum*d ^t-jnnjwaii 
Next after, on a raw-hon''d steed. 
The conqueror's standard-bearer rid. 
And bore aloft before ihe ehan<pion 
A petticoat diaplay'd, and rampant; fi- 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 
Bestrid her beayt, and on the rump on't 
Sat face to tail, and bum to bum. 
The warrior whilom overcome, 
Arm'd with a spindle and a distaff, 645 

Which, as he rode, she made him twist off; 
And when he loiter'd, o'er her shoulder 
ChastisM the reformado soldier. 
Before the dame, and round about, 
MarchM whifflers and stafRers on foot, I 
With lackies, grooms, valets, and pages, 
In fit and proper equipages ; 
Of whom some torches bore, some links, 
Before the proud virago minx, 
That was both Madam and a Don, 655 

Like Nero's Sponis, or Pope Joan ; 
And at fit periods the whole rout 
Set lip their throats with clamorous shout 
The Knight, transported, and the Squire, 
Put up their weapons, and their ire ; 660 

And Hudibras, who usM to ponder 
On such, siffhts with judicious wonder, 
Could hold no longer to impart 
His animadversions, for his heart. 

Quoth he; In all my life, till now, 665 

I ne'er saw so profane a show. 
It is a Paganisn invention, 
Which heathen writers often mention : 
And he who made it had read Qoodwin, 
Or Ross, or Ccelius Rhodogme, 67t 

With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 
That be»t describe those ancient shows; 
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And has obBervM all fit decorums 

We find describM by old historians : 

For as the Roman' conqueror, 675 

That put an ebd to foreign war, 

Enfring the town in triumph for it, 

Bore a slave witli him, in his chariot ; 

So this insulting female brave 

Carries behind her here a slave : ^ 680 

And as the ancients long a^o, 

When they in field defy'd the foe, 

Hung out their mantles della guerre, 

So her proud standard-bearer here 

^ Waves on his spear, in dreadful manner, 685 

' A Tyrian petticoat for banner. 
Next links and torches, heretofore 
Still borne before the emperor : 
And as, in antique triumj)hs, eggs 
Were borne' for mystical intrigues, 690 

There^B one with truncheon, like a ladle, 
That carries eggs too, fresh or addle ; 
And still at random, as he goes. 
Among the rabble-rout bestows. 

Quoth Ralpho, Tou mist^e the matter ; 695 
For all th' antiquity you smatter 
Is but a riding ua'd of course. 
When the gray mare's the better horse ; 
When o'er the breeches greedy woman 
Fight to extend their vast dominion ; 700 

And in the cause impatient Grizd 
Has drubbed her husband with buirs pizzle, 
And brought him under covert-baron, 

^To turn her vassal with a murrain ; 
When wives their sexes shift, like hares, 705 
And ride their hysbands like njght-mares, 
And they, in mortal battle yanquishM, 
Are of their charter disenfranchised, 

"^ 678. • Et sibi consul 

Me placeat, carru servus portatar eodem. 
\ 663. * Tunica Coccinea solebat pridle quam dimican 
iom esset, supra pretoriuoi poni, quasi admoniUo, et 
taldiciuln futune pugnae.* Lipsius in Tacit, p. 56. 

667. That the Roman emperors were wont to bava 
terehes borne before them (by day) In public, appears 
Iqr Herodian in Pertinace. Lips, in Tacit, p. 16. 
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And by the right of war, like gills, 
Candenm'd to distaff^ horns, and wheels : TIO 
For when men by their wives are cqw'd, 
Their horns of course are understood. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou still giv'st sentelice 
Impertinently, and against sense, 
^is not the least disparagement 715 

To be defeated by W event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse. 
Although his shoulders with battoon - 
Be claw*d and cudsellM to some tune. 730 
A tier's prentice has no hard 
Measure, thaVs bang'd with a true yard : 
But to turn tail, or run away. 
And without blows ^ve up the day, 
Or to surrender ere ui' assault, 79$ 

That's no man's fortune, but his fault, 
And renders men of honour less 
Than all th' adversity of success ; 
And only unto such this show 
Of horns and petticoats is due. 730 

There is a lesser profaiiation. 
Like that the Romans call'd ovation : , 
For as ovation was allow 'd 
For conquest purchased without blood. 
So men decree these lesser shows ' 735 

For victory rotten without blows, 
B]^ dint of sharp hard words, which some 
Crive battle with, and overcome ^ 
These, mounted in a chair-curule. 
Which modems call a cucking-stool, 740 

March proudly to the river's side. 
And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 
Like dukes of VenicOv who are said 
The Adriatic Sea to wed ; 
And have a gentler wife than those 745 

For whom the state decrees those shows. 
But both are heathenish, and come 
Fromth' whores of Babylon and Rome, 
"^nd by the saints should be withstood, 

Antichriirtian and lewd y 750 

' • \ 
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And we as sach, should now eontribote 
Oopiitmost strngaliiigB to prohibit. , 

This said, thejF^both advanced, and rode 
A dog-trot through the bawling crowd, 
TVattack the leader, and stiU Jest, 
^ they approach'd him breast to bxeast : 
^en Hudibras, with face aiid hand, 
M^e signs fw silence ; which obtained. 
What means (quoth he) the devil's procession 
With men of orthodox profession ? 760 

^is ethnie and idolatrous. 
From heathenism derived to us. 
Does not the Whore of Babylon ride 
Upon her homed beast astride. 
Like this proud dame, who ^ther is 765 

A type <^ ner, or she of this ? 
Are things of superstitious function 
Fit to be us'd in gospel sun-shine ? 
It is an Antichristian opera, 
Much us'd in midnight times of Popery, 770 
Of runninff after self-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentidns ; "^ 
To>8canda]ize,that sex for scolding. 
To whom the saints are 8ol)efaolaen. 
Women, who were our first aposfles, 775 

Without whose aid we had been Ipst else ; 
Women, that left no stone nnturn'd 
In which the cause might be concernM ; 
Brought in their children's spoons and whistles, 
To i^urchase swords, carbines, and pistols; 780 
Their husbands, cullies, and sweet-hearts. 
To take the saints' and churches' parts ; 
Drew several ^fted brethren in. 
That for the bishops would have been, 
And fix'd 'em constant to the party, 785 

With motives powerful and hearty ; 
Thciir husbands robb'd, and made hard shifts 
T administer unto their gifts 
- All they could rap, and rend and pilfer, 
; To scraps and ends of gold and silver ; 790 
Bnbb'd down the teachers, tir'd and spent 
With holding forth for I^arliament : 
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PamperM and edifyM their zeal 

With marrow-puddings many a meal; 

Enabled them, with store of meat, 795 

On controverted points to eat; 

And crammM 'em, till their guts did ake, 

With cawdle, custard, and plum-cake : 

What have they done, or what left undone, 

That might advance the cause at London f 800 

March'd rank and file, with drum and ensign, 

T' intrench the city for defence in ; 

RaisM ranipiers with their own soft hands, 

To put the enemy to stands ; 

Ftom ladies down to 03r8ter-wenches, 805 

LabourM like pioneers in trenches; 

Fell to their pick-axes, lind tools. 

And help'd the men to dig like moles. 

Have not the handmaids of the city 

Chose of their member&a committeuB, 810 ' 

For raising of a common purse 

Out of their wages to raise horse? 

And do they not as txiers sit, 

To judge what ofiEicera are fit? 

Have they- ? At that an egg let fly 815 

Hit him directly o'er the eye. 

And running down his cheek, besmear'd 

With orange-tawny slime Jiis board ; ' 

But beard and slime being of one hue, 

The wound the less appearM in view. 820 

Then he that on the panniers rode. 

Let fly on th^ other side a load. 

And quickly chargM again, gave fully 

In Ralpho's face another vofiey. 

The Knight was startled with the smeU, 8S5* 

And for his sword began to feel ; 

And Ralpho, smothered with the stink, 

GraspM his ; when one that bore a link 

O' th^ sudden clappM his 44ming cudgel. 

Like linstock, to the horse's toudi-hole ; 830 

And straight another with his flambeau, J 

Gave Raipho's o'er the eye a damn'd blow, kj 

The beasts began to kick and fling, 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring. 
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T^rcmgh which theyquickly broke their w»y, 

And brouj^ht them offfromfiirther fray; 
And thoo^rh disordered in retreat. 
Each of them stoutly kept his seat : 
For, quitting both their swords and reins, 
They grasp d with all their strength themanea, 
^d, to avoid the foe's pursuit, gg 

'With spurring put their cattle tot; " 
And^ till all four were out of wind, 
And danger too, ne'er look'd behind, 
ij^r th' had paused a while, supplyii^g 845 
Their spirits, spent with fight and flying. 
And Hudibras recruited force 
Of lungs, for action or discourse ; 

Quoth he. That man is sure to lose 
That fouls his hands with dirty foes : ' 850 
For where no honour's to be gain'd, * 

•^ thrown away in b'mg maintain^ 
Twas ill for us we had-to do 

•With so dishonourable a foe : 
For though the law of arms doth bar 855 

The use of venom'd shot in war. 
Yet, by the nauseous smeU, and noisome. 
Their case-shot savours strong of poison ; v 
And doubtless have been phew'd with teeth 

^ Of some that had a stinking breath; 860 

Qse, when we put it to the push. 
They had not giv'n ns such a brush. r 

But as those poltroons that fling dirt 
Do but defile, but cannot hurt. 
So all the honour they have won, 865 

^.Qr we have lost, is much as one. 
Twas well we made so resolute 
And brave retreat, without pursait ; • 
For if we had not, we had sped 
Much worse, to be-in triumph led ; 870 

\ Than which the ancients held no state 

^ Of man's life more unfortunate. 

,« But if this bold adventure e'er 
\)o chance to reach the widow's ear. 
It may, b'ing destin'd to assert 875 

Her sex's honour, reach her heart ; 
H 
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And •• rack bomely treats (ibey mj) 
Portend good ibrtane, to th£B may. 
Vetpaaian hemg daubed with dirt* 
Was destine to the empire for^ ; 
And from a scayeiiffer did oome 
To be a mighty pufew hn iftoaie ; 
And wh^ may nm this fiM^ addreas 
Presage in lo^ the some saooessf 
Then let us straight, todeanee our 
Advance in qne^Vf o e ar es t poods ; 
And after (as we fint designM> 
Swear Pve pedbrm^d what she ei^oia*d. 



CANTO m. 

The Knigfat, wllh Tsriovt doabttpaMi l, 

To wis tbe Lady ffoss is qaest 

Of Sldrophel, tb« Boqr-criieiah, 

To know the dest'nice* resohittoa : 

With whom b*ing met, ibey both chop logk 

About the science aatrologic : 

TiU faUing from dispute to fight. 

The Oonfror*t Wonted 1^ the Kal^ 

Doubtless the pleasure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 
As lookers-on feel most dd^t, 
That least percmve a jugglw^s Bkigbt ; 
And still the less they nnderetand. 
The more th' admure his sl^ht of hand. 

Some with a noise, and greasy light, 
Are snapt, as men catch lans by knight ; 
EnsnarM and hamperM by the-sonl, 
As nooses by the legs catch fowL If 

Some with a med'cme, and receipt, 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 
And tho' it be a two-foot trout, 
'Tis with a single hair pullM out. 

Others believe no voice t' an orgtn 15 

So eweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown, 

m. • O. Cmiar succenseni, propter cunun vtnssOT 
▼Uenon adbibitam, luto juMit oppleri oongeiCo ner al- 
lilea In prBtesta*slnum. Suetoauin VeqpSIs. i ; 
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Uatil with sabtle cobweb-cheats 
'Fh* are catchM in knotted law, like nets; 
In which, when once they are imbrangled. 
The more thej^ stir, the more they're tangled ; 
And while their purses can dispute, 21 

Theresa no end of th' immortal suit 

Others still gape t' anticipate 
^he cabinet-designs of fate ; 
Apply to wizards to foresee 35 

What shall, and what shall neyer be ; 
And, as those vultures do forebode, 
. Belieye events prove bad or ffood : 
A flam more senseless than Uie roguery 
Of old aruspicy and auf'ry, 30 

That out «f garbages of cattle 
PfesagM th' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds, or chickens peclong. 
Success of greatest attempts would red^on : 
Tlvoogh cheats, yet more intelligible ' 35 
"^an those that with the stars do fribble. 
This Hudibras by proof found true. 
As in due time ana place we'll shew : 
For he, with beard and ftM» made dean, 
B'inff mounted on his steed agen 40 

(And Balpho got a cock-horse too 
Vpon his beast, with much ado). 
Advanced on for the Widow's houise, 
To acquit himself, and pay his vows ; 
When various thoughts began to bustle, 45 
And with his inwara man to justle. 
He thought what danger might accrue 
"^ If she should find he swore untrue ; 
Or, if his Squire or he should fail. 
And not bb punctual in their tale, 50 

It might at once the ruin prove 
Both of his honour, faith, and love. 
' Bat if he should forbear to go, 
'^ She might conclude h' had broke his vow ; 
i"* And that he durst not now, for shame, 55 
\Appear in court to try his claim. 
Tm» was the pen'worth of his thought, i 
To pass time, and uneasy trot. 
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Qaoth he, In all my past adTentant 
ne'er was set so on the tentera ; 6( 

^r taken tardy with dileYnma, 
That ev*ry way I turn does hem me. 
And witli inextricable doubt 
Besets my puzzled wits about : J 

For tho* the dame hath been mv bail, ^ 

To free me from enchant^ jail, 
Tet as a doe, committed dose I 

For some offence, by chance breaks loose, 
And quits his clog, but all in vain. 
Ho still draws after him his chain ; 70 

So, though my ankle she has quitted, 
My heart continues still committed : 
And like a baiPd and mAinprizM lover, 
Allho^ at large, I am bound over : 
'And when I shall appear in court, 75 

To plead my cause, and answer fqr^t, 
Unless the judge -do partial prove. 
What will become of me and love ? 
For if in our account we vary. 
Or but in circumstance miscarry ; 80 

Or if she put me to strict proo^ 
And make me ^ull my doublet off. 
To shew, by evident record 
Writ on my skin, Pve kept my word ; 
How can I e'er expect to have her, 8S 

Having demurrM unto her favour ? 
But faith, and love, and honour lost. 
Shall be reduced t' a Knight o' th' Post. 
Beside, that stiipping may prevent 
What I'm to prove by argument, 90 

And justify 1 nave a tail ; 
And that way, too, my proof may fail. 
Oh ! that I cou'd enucleate. 
And solve the problems of my fate ; 
Or find, by necromantic art, 95 

How far the destinies take ray part I 
For if I were tiot more than certain 
To win and wear her, and her fortune, 
Vd ffo no farOier in this courtship, 
To hazard soul, estate, and worship : lOO 
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*r tHoim^h an oath obliges not 
hox-e ajfiy thing is to be got, 
-3 tlioii hast prov'd), yet 'tis profane, 
:icl siKrful; when men^swear in vain. 
Q.uot.li Ralph, Not far from hence doth dwell 
c^Mxxjulns man., hight Sidrophel, 10$ 

bt&t. deals in destiny's dark counsels, 
ad 8&^e opinions of the moon sells ; 
o -w^bom all people, far and near, 
XX deep importances repair ; HO 

7^ev\ brass and pewter hap to stray, 
Txd linen slinks out of the way ; 
/liexi. geese and pullen are seduced, 
nd sows of sucking-pigs are chows'd ; 
^lierE cattle feel indisposition, 115 

kAd r^eed th' opinion of physician ; 
Vlien murrain reigns in hogs or sheep, 
Lxid chickens languish of the pip ; 
Vhien yeast and outward means do fail, 
^Tid have no pow'r to work on ale ; 120 

iVbeii butter does refuse to come, 
V.nd love firoves cross and humorsome ; 
ro liim with questions, and with urine, 
riiey for discov-ry flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudibras, This Sidrophel 125 

["^ve heard of, and should like it well, 
ET thou canst prove the saints have freedom 
To go to sorc'rers when they need 'em. 

Says Ralpho, There's no doubt of that ; 
rriiose principles 1 quoted late 130 

Prove that the godly mav allege 
y<*r any thing their privilege ; 
And to the dev'l himself may go, 
If they have motives thereunto. 
For, as there is a war between "^ 135 

"Fhe dev'l and them, it is no sin. 

If they by subtle stratagem 

JN^ake use of him, as he does them, 
^^as not this present Parliament 

Ji Ledger to the devil sent, 

140. The witcb-finder in Suffolk, who, in the PreS' 

iMTteriap times, had a commission to discover witcbee, 
of whom (right or wrong) he caused slxqr to be bai — 
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Fully impowerM to treat about 
FuKung revolted witches out ? 
And has not he, within a year, 
HangM threescore of ^em in one flhire? 
Some onlj for not being drowned, 145 

And Bome for sitting arove grouml, 
' Whole days and ni^ts, upon their lnnee(dies» 
And feeling pain, were han^'dfor witches; 
And some for putting knavish tricks 
l7pon green geese and turkey-chicks, 150 

Or pi^ that suddenly deceast 
Of gnefs unnatural, as he guest ; 
Who after proved himself a witdi. 
And made a rod for his own breedi. 
Did not the devil appear to Martin 155 

Luther in Germany for certain? 
And wou'd have gull'd him with a trick, 
Bat Martin was too politic 
Did he not help the Dutch to purge 
At Antwerp their cathedral church ? 160 

Sing catches to the saints at Mascon, 
And tell them all they came to ask him? 
Appeared in divers shapes to Kelly, 
And speak i' th* Nun of Loudon's bdly ? 

within the compasi of one year ; and, unong the raet, 
the old mlniiter, who bad been a painful preaclier ftor 
many y<eani. 

150. In the beginning of the eivil wan of Fianden, 
the common people of Antwerp Ina tamult broke open 
the cathedral church, to demolish images and shrines, 
and did so much mischief in a siaalt time, that, Strada 
writes, there were several devils sees very buqr waxomg 
them, otherwise It had been imposMble. 

161. This devil at Mascon deliveW all ^ oracles, 
like his forefathers, in verse, which fte sang to tunes. 
He made several lampoons upon the Huguenota, and 
foretold them many things which afterwards came to 
pass ; as may be seen in his Memoirs, written in French. 

103. The History of Dr. Dee and the Devil, publisbed 
by Mer. Casaubon, Isaac Fit, prebendary of Canterfoury, . 
has a large account of all those passages, in wbieh tiie < 
style of tne true and false angels appears to be penned 
by one and tBfe same person. The Nun of LoudonTiM 
France, and all her tricks, have been seen by many nei^ 
"«■ of quality of this nation yet living, who havens 
-ood observations bpon the Flrencli book wiltlea 
occasion. 
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Meet with the PailiaifleiitHi committeo ItS 
At Woodstock on a personal treaty ? 
At Sarutn take a cavalier 
I' th' causers service prisoner f 
As Withers, in immortal rhyme, 
Has registered to aHer-time: 1T§ 

Do not our ^reat refbnners use 
This Sidrophel to forebode newsf 
To write of victories next year. 
And castles taken yet i' th' air ? 
Of battles fon^t at sea, and ships 175 ' 

Sunk two years hence, llie last eclipse ? 
A total overthrow giv'n the king ^ 
In Cornwall, horse and foot, next spring? 
And has not he point blank fbretold 
Whats'e'er the close committee would ? MO 
Made Mars and Saturn for the cause, 
The moon for fundamental laws f 
The Ram, the Bull, and G^at declare 
^ Against the Book ef Common Pray'r? 
Vhe Scorpion take the Protestation, IBS 

And Bear engage for Reformation f 
Made all the royal stars recant, 
Compound and take the Covenant? 

Quoth Hudibras, The case is clear. 
That saints may *mplov a conjurer, IM 

As thou hast proved it by their practice; 
No argument like matter of fact is t j 

And we are best of all led to 
Men's principles by what they do. 
Then lot us straignt advance in quest 195 

Of this profound gymnosophist; 
And as the fates and he advise. 
Pursue or waive this enterprise. 

This said, he turn'd about his steed, 
And eftsoons on th' adventure rid : SM 

Where leave we him and Ralph awhile. 
And to the conjurer turn our style, 

*, 165 A committee of the Long Parliament, ilttiiijt tn 
' Che king's house, in Woodstock Park, were terrfiM 

«rtth aereral apparitions, the particulars wiiereof w«>* 

ti^sn the news of the whole nation. 
167. Withers has a long story, in doggerel, of f 

dier la tlie king's amy, who, being a pnsoaer «r 
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To let OHT reader imderBtand 
What^s osefol of him beforehand. 
He had bemi long tVards mathematici, SS5 

aptics, philosophy, and statics, 
afiric, boroscopy, CMtrologr, 
And was old dog at physiology ; 
But as a dog that turns the spit 
Bestirs himself, and plies his feet^ 910 

To climb the wheel, but all in Tain, 
His own weight brings him down again ; 
And still he^s in the self-same, place 
Where st his setting out he was ; 
So in the circle of the arts Sli 

Did he advance his natural parts. 
Till falling back still, for retreat. 
He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat : 
For as those fowls that live in water 
Are never wet, he did but smatter : 2K 

Whate'er he laboured to appear, 
His understanding still was clear : 
Yet none a deei)er knowledge boasted, 
Since old Hodge Bacon and Bob Grosted. 
Th' intelUgible world he knew, 995 

And all men dream on't to be true ; 
That in this world there's not a wart 
That has not there a counterpart ; 
Nor can there on the face of ground 
An individual beard be found, 230 

That has not in that foreign nation, 
A fellow of the self-same fashion ; 
So cut, so colourM, and so curled. 
As those iare in th^ inferior world, 
bury, and drinking a iiealth to the devil upon hia knees, 
was carried away by bim through a single paneofglafl. 
3S4. Roger Bacon, commonly called Friar Bacon, 
lived in the reign of our Edward I. and, for some little 
skiir he had in the mathematics, was by the raMXe ae- 
eounted a conjurer, and had the sottish story of the 
•fSSIL!^®"^ fathered upon him by the ignorant monki 
P/lJ****?*y"v Robert Grosthead was bishop of LinocS 

£<ISf ,lSS ""IrS^'^l^^' "« '^^ '' 'cammed mw for 
ttose times, and for that reason suspectedty the cisnrJ 
to be a conjurer; for which, crime^ln. ifoff^JlfE 

5JiX'ta?il^i5^V^5""•' **'■ ^^'^'' ' ^K our SSf 



by Google 



PAKT n.— CANTO HL IS 

^^b&d read Dee's mfiiMbefon, 331 

'lbs devl, and Euclid, oW sad o'er; 

ad mil the intrigues 'tidxt him and Etllfi 

•■i jL iii and th' emperor, wou^ leUye; 

vt.-v^tli the moon was more <V»^fm ur 

Thaji e'*er was almanack weU-v^Uer; 940 

ler secrets understood so <^Bar, 

.^la&t soine-belieT'd he had been there ; 

Cnenir ^whea she was ih fittest mood 

^or eutting eoms, or letting blood; 

Vlien for anomting scabs or itches, 915 

>r to the bum app^^ag h e ch es ; 

xVlieii sows and bitches may be ipay'd, 

Vnd in what sign best ^der's made ; 

kVlietherthe wane be, or iaciease, 

Best to set garlic, or sow peas; 250 

SVHo first found out the Man i' th' Moon, 

Fha,^ to the ancients was unknown; 

Kow^ manj dukes, and earls, and peeM, 

Are in the planetary spheres ; 

Tkeir airy empbre and command, fm 

Their sev'ral strengths l^ sea and land ; 

What factions th' mtve, and what they drive al 

In public vogue, or what in privata ; 

With what designs and interests 

Kach party manages contests. S60 

He made an instrument to know 

If the moon shine at fuU or no; 

That wou'd, as soon as e'er she shone, straight 

Whether twere day or night demcttstrate; 

Tell what her d'meter t' an inch is, 965 

' And prove that she's not made of green cheese. 

It wou'd demonstrate, that the Man in 

The Moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 

And that it is no dog nor bitch. 

That stands behind him at his breeeh, 370 

But a huge Caspian Sea, or lake, 
' With arms, which men for legs "i'«frirft ; 
; How large a gulf his tail composes, 
' And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 

How many German leagues by th' scale 97<^ 
Cape Snout's from Promontory Tail. ^ 
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He made a planetary gin, 

Which rats would run their own beada iii» 

And came on pnrpose to be tal^en, 

l^thout th* expense of cheese or bacon. 960 

With lute-strings he would counterfeit 

Maggots that orawl on dish of meat : 

Quote moles and spots on any plaee 

O* th' body, by the index face : 

Detect lost maidenheads by sneezin^g, 9BI> 

Or breaking wind of dames, or pissing; 

'Cure warts and conw with application 

Of medicines to th* imaginatKHi, 

Fright agues into dogs, and scare 

With rhymes tlio tooth-ache Und catarrh : 980 

Chase evil spirits away by dint 

Of sickle, horse-shoe, hollow-flint ; 

Spit fire out of a walnut-eheU, 

Which made the Roman slaves rebel; 

And fire a mine in China here, 995 

With s)rmpathotic gunpowder. 

He knew whats'ever's to be known, 

But much more than he know would own : 

What medicine Hwos that Paracelsus 

Could make a man with, as he tells us ; 300 

What figur'd slates are best to make 

On wat'ry surface duck or drake ; 

What bowlinff-stones, in running race. 

Upon a board, have swiftest pace ; 

Whether a pulse beat in the black 305 

List of a dappled louse's back ; 

If systole or diastole move 

Qmckest when he^s in wrath or love ; 

When two of them do run a race, 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace ; 310 

How many scores a flea will lump. 

Of his own length, fr<om head to rump ; 

Which Socrates and Chaerephon, 

In vain, assayM so long agone ; 

Whether his snout a perfect nose is, 315 

And not an elephant's proboscis ; 

k2!^* . Af*«ophanes, in lili comedy of The Clonih. 

5?"»J »n ffiomeu and Ch«r«phon, mcasudii th/kS 

•r a fl«a,1toiii the one's bear^ to the oSerV *^ 
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Haw many diff 'rent species 

Of ma^^ots breed in rotten cheese ; 

^d which are next of kia to those' 

E^Bgender'd in a chandler's nose ; 320 

Or those not seen, but understood. 

That live in vinegar and wood. 

A paltoy wretch he had, half-starv'd, 

That him in place <^ Zany serv'd, 

Higfat Whachum, bred to dash and draw, 325 

Not wine, but more unwholesome law ; 

To make Hwixt words and lines huge gaps. 

Wide as meridians in maps ; 

To squander paper, and spare ink. 

Or cheat men of their words, some think. 330 

From this, by merited degrees. 

He'd to more high advancement rise ; 

To be an under conjuror, 

Or journeyman astrc^oger. 

His business was to pump and wheedle^ 335 

And men with their own keys unriddle ; 

To make them to Uiemselves give answers, 

For which they pay the necromancers ; 

To fetch and carry intelligence, 
Of whom, and what, and where, and whence, 
And all discoveries disperse 341 

Among th' whole pack of conjurers ; 
What cut-purses have \e£t with them, - 
For the right owners to redeem ; 
And what they dare not vent find out. 
To gain themselves and th' art repute ; 
Draw figures, schemes, and horoscopes, 

^ Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers' shops, 
Of thieves ascendant in the cart. 
And find out all b]^ rules of art ; 350 

Which way a serving man, that's ran 
With clothes or money away, is gone ; 
Who pick'd a fob at hoUing forth, 
And where a watch, for half the worth, 
May be redeem'd ; or stolen plate 355 

^ Kestor'd at conscionable rate. 
Beside all this, be serv'd his master 
b quality of poetaster ; 
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And riiymei appropmte ooold oMke 
To •▼Vy month Tth' almanack ; 3mf 

When tenns begin and end oould t^ 
With thw returns, in domrel : 
When the Exi^equer ojfee ana ama. 
And sow-geldwr with wrfety^mte; 
When men may eat and dnnk theup fill, 3b& 
And when betempVate if thev wiU ; 
When nee, and when abstain ffom^vicei 
ITgs, grapes* pWebotomy, and ifHoe. 
And as in pdson meaa roffiies beat _^ 

Hemp for the service of the great, 9W 

So Whachuro beat his difty brains, , 
T* advance his master^s fikme and gaiw. 
And like the devils oracles. 
Put into dogg'rel rhymes his sp^ls. 
Which, over ev'ry month's Wank p«ge 3» 
r th* almanack, strange bilks presage. 
He would an elegy compose 
On maggots squeezed out of his nose : 
In lyric numbers writean ode on " 
His mistress eating a blaok-puddnig ; 3W 

And when imprisonM air escaped her-, 
It pufl him with poetic rapture. 
Hu sonnets diarm'd th' aUenti?ve oiowd, 
3y wide-mouthM mortal troU'd aloudt 
itat, circl'd with his long*car'd guests, 38S 
like Qrpheiffi look'd among the beasts. 
A carlnan^i horse could not pass by. 
But stood tyM up to poetry : 
No porter's burden passed akmg, ^^^ 

But serv'd for burden to his song : 390 

Each window like a pillW appears. 
With heads thrust through, nailM by the eanr: 
All trades run in ils to the sight 
Of monsters, or their dear delight. 
The gallows-tree, when cutting purse 385 
Breeds bu8'*ne8S for heroic verse, 
¥^ch none does hear but would have hong . 
T' have been the theme of such a song. - * 

Those two togfether long had liv'd, 
mansion prudently contrived, 'iOQ 
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l¥here neither tree nor htmae could hvt 

Ttie free detection of a star ; 

And niffh an ancient obelisk 

Was rais'd by him, found oat by Fvik^ 

On which was written, jaot in words, ^M^ 

Bat hierogl3T>hic mate of birds, 

Many rare pithy saws concerning 

The worth of asteologic learning. 

From top of this there hung a rope, 

To which he fastenM teks^tpe : 410 

The spectacles with which the etan 

He reads !n smallest characters. 

It happenM as a boy, one night. 

Did fly his taisel of a kite. 

The strangest long-wmgM hawk that flies, 415 

That, like a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald's* martlet, has no less. 

Nor hatches young ones, nor la^s eggs ; 

I£s train was six yards long, milk- white 

At th' end of which there hung a li^t, 430 

InclosM in lantern, made of paper. 

That far off like a star did appear : 

TTiis Sidrophel bjr chance espy'd. 

And with amazement staring wide. 

Bless us ! quoth he, what dreadful wonder 425 

Is that appears in Heaven yonder f 

A comet, and withoat a beard ! 

Or star that ne'er before appear'd? 

I'm certain* 'tis not in' the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and fish, and fowl, 430 

With which, like Indian, plantations. 

The learned stock the constellations ; ' 

Nor those that drawn for signs have been 

To th' houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural, 435 

Unless it be that cannon-ball 

404. This Fi«k was a late famous astrologer, who 
flourished about the time of Subtile and Face, and was 
equally celebrated by Ben Jonson. 

436. This experiment was tried by some foreign vlr- 
tnoMM, who planted a piece of. ordnance point DlanK 
atainst the zenith, and baring flred it, the bullet never 
fSboundcd back again ; which made them aU cone" 
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That, shot V th* air point-blank upri^t, 
' Was borne to that prodigious height. 
That, leamM philosophers maintain. 
It ne'er came backwards down again, 440 
But in the airy region yet 
Hangs, like the body of Mahomet : 
For if it be above the shade '' 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 
TTis probable it may fronf far 445 

Appear no bullet, but a star. 

This said, he to his engine flew, 
PlacM near at hand, in open view. 
And rawM it tiU it leveird right 
Against the glow-worm tail of kite ; . 450 
Then peeping throw^h. Bless us I (quoth he) 
It is a planet, now^ Lsee ; • 
And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that's like tobacco-stopper. 
It should be Saturn. Yes, 'Us clear 455 

'TIS Saturn ; but what makes him there ? 
He's got belweenthe dragon's tail 
And ferther leg behind o' Ih' whale. 
Pray heav'n avert the fatal omen, 
For 'tis a prodigy not common ; 460 

And can no less than the world's end, , 
Or Nature's funeral, portend. 
With that he fell again to pre 
Thro' perspective more wistfully. 
When by mischance the fatal string, 465 

That kept ^e tow 'ring fowl oh wing. 
Breaking, down fell the star. Well shot, 
Quoth Whachum, who right wisely thought 
H' had leveird at a star, and hit it ; 
But Sidrophel, more subtle-witted, 470 

Cry'd out, What horrible and fearful 
Portent is this, to see a star fall? 
It threatens nature, and the doom 
Will not be long before it come ! 
When stars do fall, 'tis plain enough, 475 

The day of judgment's nfot far on; 

that it sticks in tbe mark ; but Descartei was ofopinioa 
bat it does but bang in tbe air 
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As lately ^was reveal'd to Sedgrwick, 

And aome of us find out by magic. 

Then since the time we have to live 

In this world's shortened, let us strive 480 

To make our best advantage of it, 

And pay oar losses with our profit. 

This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight, upon the forenam'd score, 
In quest of Siarophel advancing 485 

Was now in prospect of the mansion ; 
Whom he discovering, turned his glass, 
And found far off 'twas Hudibras. 

^Whachum, ((Juoth lie), look yonder, some 
To try or use our art are come : 490 

The one's the Warned Knight : seek out. 
And pump ''em what they come about. 
Whachum advancM, with all submiss^ness, 
T' accost 'em, but much more their business : 
He held a stirrup, while the Knight " 495 
From leathern bare-bones did alight ; 
And taking from his hand the bridle. 
Approached the dark Squire to unriddle. 
He gave him first the time o' th' day, 
And welcomM him, as he might say : 500 

Heask'd him whence they came, and whither 
Their bus'ness layf Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 
Did you not Igs^^^uoth Ralpho, Nay, 
Quoth Whachum;*Slr, I meant yoig? way I 
Your Knight— Quoth Ralpho, Is a lover, 505 
And pains intolerable doth suffer : 
For lovers' hearts are not their own hearts, 
Nor lights, nor lun^s, and so forth downwards 
What time, (quoth'Whachum) Sir.^-^T^o long ; 
Three years it off and on has hung. — . 510 



Quoth he, I meant what time o' th' day 'tis— 
Quoth Ralpho, Between seven and eight 'tis. — 
Why then (quoth Whachum), my small art 
Tdls me, the dame has a hard heart, ' 

4T7. This Sedgwick h^ many persons (and some of 

Salily) that believed in him, and prepared \o keep ip* 
y of judgment with him, but were disappointed r 
which the false prophet was afterwards caUod »■ 
Mme of -Doomsday Sedgwick. 
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Or mat «8toto.^-Qiioth Ralplio, A JmataNi 

Which makes him haTe so hot a mind V her* 

Meanwhile the Knight was making watei^ 

Before he fell upon the matter , 

Which having done, the Wizard steps in, 

To ffiye him suitable reception ; 590 

But Icept his business at a bay. 

Till Wbaohum put him in the way ; 

Who having now, by Ralpho's U^tit, 

Expounded th' errand of the Knight, 

And what he came to know, drew near, S35 

To whisper in the oonjVer's ear. 

Which he prevented ^os: What wa8% 

Quoth he, that I was saying last, - 

Before these sentlemen arrived ? 

Quoth WhacSuin, Venus you retriev'd, 530 

In opposition with' Mars, 

And no benign and fHendly stars 

T' allay the effect^Quoth Wizard, So ! 

In Virgo ? Ha !— Quoth Whacfaum, No. 

Has Saturn nothing to do in it f 539 

One tenth of *s circle to a minute. 

'Tis well, quoth he. — Sir, youll ewam 

This rudeness I am foroM to use i 

It is a scheme and face of Heaven, 

As th' aspects are disposed this evvi, 510 

I was contemi^ting^pbn 

When you arriv'd ; hat noiTi^ doMi 

Quoth Hudibras, If I aj^pear 
Unseasonable in coming here 
At such a time, to interrupt . 545 

Tour speculations, which I hopM 
Assistance from, and come to use,. 
Tis fit that I ask your excuse. 

By no means, Sir, quoth Sidrophel ; 
The stars your coming did foretel : 550 

I did expect you here, and knew, 
Before you spake, your business too. 

Quoth Hudibras, Make that appear, 
And I shall Credit whatsoe'er 
Ton tell me after on your word, 555 

However unlikely or absurd. 
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You are in love, ^ir, with a widow, 
Quoth he, that does not ^eatly heed jou,- 
And for three years has rid your wit 
And passion without drawing bit^ 5^ 

And now your business is to\now, 
If you shall carry her or no. 

Quoth Hudibras, YouVe in the right; 

^ But how the devil you came by't 
I can't imagine ; for the stars, 565 

I'm sure, can tell do more than a horse ; 
Nor can their aspects (though you pore 
Your eyes out on 'em) tell you more 
Than to' oracle of sieve and shears. 
That turns as certain as the spheres : 570 

But if the devils of your council, 
Mudi maj[,Ji)e done, my noble Donzel ; 
AWtis on his account I come, 
To know fiom you my fiital doom. 
Quoth Si4w)pheJ^jS* you suppose, 575 

^ Sir Knigli^^a A^AiUisf one of those, 
I BUght suspect, and take the alarm. 
Your bns'ness is but to inform ; 
Btit If it be, 'tis ne'er the near ; 
You have a wrong sow by the ear ; 580 

For I assure you, for my part, 
I only deal bv rules of art. 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Conclusions of astrology : 
But for the devl, know nothing by him ; 585 
But only this, that I defy him. 

Quoth he. Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy : 
Your words of second-hand intention. 
When things by wrongful names you mention ; 
The mystic sense of «3l your terms, , 591 

That are, indeed, but magic charms 
To raise the devil, and mean one thing, 

, And that is downright conjuring ; 
And ii^ itself more warrantable, 595 

V Than cheat or canting to a rabble, ' 
Or putting tricks upon the moon, 
Which by confederacy are done. 
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Yoar anaanl ocmjiiiwi irere Wfl*t ^^ 

To make h«r from her •ph«t« ^wawwi W* ^ 

And to thdr incantmtioM stoop : A 

They tcorn'dto pore throufh trie^ope, ^l 

Or idly pUy at bo-peep with her, ■ 

To find out cloudy or fk& weather, Mi 

Which eT>y afananac^ oaa teU, ilo ■ 

Perhape, as leanie^and weU 

As you youraelf.— Then, friend, I do«« 

Tou go the farthest way about 

Your modern Indian magiotan \ 

Makes but a hole in th' earth to ptom, W« 

And straight resoKes all questioai hfX 

And seldom ftols to be i' th* right. 

The Rosy-cnidan way's more sure 

To bring the devil to the lure ; 

Eachof'emhasasmrWfhi , WJ , 

To catch inteffigenoe in. 

Some by the nose with f^imikM^l^y^ 

As DuDsUndtd the devfl^ graii>utfD; 

Others witI?=rha«uJter8«aid words 

Catch ^em, as men in uMs d«i birds ; WD 

And some with symbolB, si^ns, and tiioksi 

EngravM with planetary mcks, 

With their own influences will fetch %tti 

Down from their orbs, arrest, and catch 'em ; 

Make 'em depose and answer to 01 

All questions, ere thejr let them go. 

Bombastus kept a deyiPs bird 

Shut in th« pummel of his sword, . 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of past and future mountebanks. 

600. Tbif eompemlkmi new way of magic liafflnMd i 
by Monsieur Le Blanc (In bis travels) to b« used in tbi I 
Riast Indies. ^ I 

037. Paracelsus is said to tasTe kept a small devil pn- I 
Moner in the pummel of his sword, which was tbrreaioii * 
perhaps, why be was so valiant in his driok. Hbwevtfi i 
it was to better pu rpose than Hannibal carried pcrfson hi 
his, to dispatch himself, if he should happen to be ntf- f 

Ced in any great extremity ; for the sword would hiVt 
e the feat alone much better, and more ■oldie^llk8; 
and it was below the honour of so grMt a 
to fo out of the worid Uke arat 
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Xcilty did an his feats upon 

phe devil^s lookinff-claaB, a stooe ; 

Where playing wim him at bo-peep, 

He 43oItM all prgblema ne'er so deep. 

Agrippa kept a Stjrgian pug, 635 

1' th' garb and habit of a dog, 

That was his tutor, and the cur 

Re&dto th' occult philosopher. 

And taught him subtly to maintain 

All other sciences are vain. 640 ' 

To this, quoth Sidrophello, Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer, 

Nor Paracelsus, no, nor Behmen ; 

Nor was the dog a Cacodsmon, 

But a true dog,, that would show tricks 645 

For th' emneror, and leap o'er sticks ; 

Would fetcn and carry ; was more civil 

Than other dft^^ but yet no devil ; 

And whatBOcr'enie'a said to do. 

He went the self-same way we go. 650 

As for the Rosv-cross philosopl^rs. 

Whom vou wiU have to be but soroerera, 

What toey pretend to is no more 

I^an Trisme^istus did before, 

Pythagoras, old Zoroaster, &S 

And ApoUonius their master ; 

To whom they do confess they owe / 

All that they do, and all they know. 
Quoth Hudibras, Alas, wliat is't t' us 

Whether 'twas^said by.Trisme^^us, 560 

If it be nonsense, false, or mystic, 

Or not intelhgible, or sophistic? 

'TIS not antiquitv nor author, 

Thatmakes Truth truth,altho' Time^sdaughter ; 

'Twas he that put her m the pit 665 ' 

Before he pull'd her out of it ; 

635. Cornelius Agri|»pa bad a dog that was ratpected 
io iw a spirit, for aome tricks be was wont to do beyond 
tbe cspacity of a doc, as it was thougbt ; but the author 
of Magia Ademica bas taken a great deal Ht palm to 
vindicate both tbe doctor and tbe dog from tbe aspenjon. 
lowblcbbebaa shown a very great rtspect and Mnfl- 
MMfiir tbenibotb» 
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And as he eats his sons, just so 

He feeds upon his daughters too. 

Nor does it follow, 'cause a herald 

Can make a gentleman, scarce a year old, 670 

To be descended of a race 

Of ancient kin^ in a small space, 

That we should all opinions hold 

Autbentio that wo can make old. 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part 67S 

Of prudence to cry down an art, 
And what it may perform deny, . 
Because you understand not why . 
(As Averrhois playM but a mean tMt 
To damn our whole ort^ ibr eccentric :) * 680 
For who knows all that knowledge oontaiiM?^ 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, ^ 
But on their sides, or rising's seat; 
5o 'tis with knowledg«'s vast h[ ^^K 
Do not the hist'ries <m all ages ' ' 685 

Relate miraculous presages. 
Of strange turns in the world's affairs, 
Foreseen b' astrologers, soothsayers, 
Chaldeans, leam'dljrenethliacs, 
And some that have writ almanacks ? 690 

The Median empVor dreamt his daughter 
Had pist all Asia under water, 
And that a vine sprung from her haunchee, 
O'erspread his empire with its branches : 
And did not soothsayers expound it, 695 

As after by th' event he found it? . 
When Cssar in the senate fell. 
Did not the sun oclips'd foretel. 
And in resentment of his slaughter, 
Look'd pale for almost « year after ? 700 

679. Averrhois astronomiam propter exceutilcos 
oontempsit. Phil. Melancthon in Eiiin. Phil. p. 781. 

091. Aityages, king of Media, had this dream of bla 
daughter Mandane, and the interpretation from the 
Magi ; whereof he married her to a Persian of a mean ' 
quality, by whom she had Cyrus, who conquered all 
Asia, and translated the empire from the Medes to the 
Persians. Herodot. 1. 1. 

097. Fiant a^quando prodif^oso, et longiores soils de- 
''ectus, quales occiso dictatore Cssare et AntoniailO 

Mo, totius anni pallore continue. Phil. 
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Angastus having b' oversight, 

iHit on his left shoe Yore his right, 

Had like to have been slain that day 

Bf floQSws mif^Mng for pay. 

Are t^re not mvriads of this sort, 705 

Which stories of all times report ? 

It is i}tA ominous in all countries 
^ ^9Puy on ai0 *nd ravens croak upon trees? 

'^he full mootsnate, when within 

Tneolve thi*-l0 on owl was seen, 7l0 

Did c^y ^thmr clergy, with lustrations 

(Our syoJd calls humiliationsO 

The round-facM prodigy V avert 

FVom doing town or country hurt : 

And if an owl had so much powV, 715 

Why should not planets have much more, 

That in a ree^ion far above 

Inferior fowb of the air move. 

And should see farther, and foreknow 
S^ More than their augury below ? 790 

Though that once serv'd the polity 

Of miffhty states to govern bv ; 

And this is what we take jn hand 

By pow'rful art to understand ; 

Which, how we have performed all ages 795 

Can speak the events of our presages; 

Have we not latelv, in the moon, 

Found a nfew world, to th' old unknown ? 

DiscoverM sea and land, C6lumbus 

And Magellan could never compass ? 730 

Made mountains with our tubes appear, 

And cattle grazing on *em there P 
^ Quoth Hudibras, You lie so ope, 

That I, without a telescope, ^ 

Can find your tricks out, and descry 735 

Where you tell truth, and where you lie*: 
\ , For Anaxagoras, long agone, 
^ Saw hills, as well as you, i* Ui' moon ; 
I 701. Divus Augustas levum sibt prodidit calceum 
w ftmpottere indutum, qua die seditione mllitum prope 
l> tffliciui est. Idem, 1. S. 

7<;0. Roman! £. Crasso et C. Mario Coss. Bubone 
visa orbem lustrabant. 
737 Anaxagoras affirmabat tolam caadens ferniir 
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And held the son waa bat a piece 

Of red-hot ir'n, as big as Greece ; . 740 

Believed the Heavens were made of stone, 

Because the son had voided one ; 

And; rather than he would recant 

Th' opinion, sufferM banishment. 

But what, alas! ie it to us, -^745 

Whetheri* th' moon men tbos or t> '*;■*• 

Do eat their porridge, cat their ou 67^^ ' 

Or wnether they have taOs or boms 
What trade fiom thence can ymi advt 
But what we nearer have from TmooB r TM 
What can our travellers bring hone, 
' That is not to be learnt at Rome ? 
* What politics, or strange opinions. 
That are not in our own dominions? 
What sdence can be brought from thence, 755 
In which we do not here commence ? 
What revelations, or religions. 
That %re not in our native regions ? ' 
Are sweating lanterns, or screen-fans, 
Made better there than th' are in Fianoe ? 7G(^ 
Or do they teach to sing and play 
O' th' guitar there a newer way r 
Can they make plays there, that shall fit 
The public humour, with less wit? 
Write wittier dances, quainter shows, 765 

Or fight with more ingenious blows f 
Or does the Man i' th' Moon look big. 
And wear a bujifer periwig, -^ 

Show in his gait or face mor^ tricks 
Than ourown native lunatics? 770 

And if w' outdo him here at home. 
What good of your de&i^ can come? 
As wind, i' Ui' hvpocondries pent, 
Is but a blast if downward sent, 
But if it upward chance to fly, 775 

Becomes new light and prophecy ; 

Peloponneio majorem : lunam habitaculala se ^ 

I CoUes, et vaUes. Fertur dixiase coBlum omne 

u eiae compontum ; damnatus et in ezUhuii 

quod impie Bolem candentem i^^Wm MM 

Mog. Laert. iu Anaxag. p. 11) 13. 
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So wW JFOTT speeoktioiis tend 
^^« K ^iwt ftnd iifl^ul end» 
Althoiigh they promise stnuiM and creat 
I/iscoveries of things ikr fet, 78a 

They are but idle dreams and iancie& 
And savour stronffly of the ganzas. 
Ten me but what^s the natural cause, 
Why on a sign no pamter draws 
The full moon ever, but the half? 7g5 

Resolve that with your Jacob's staff; 
Or why wolves raise a hubbub at her, 
And does howl when she shineiB in water ; 
And I shall freely give my vote, 
You may know something more remote. 790 

At this deep SidrophelTook*d wise, 
And staring round with owl-like cyos, 
He put his face into a posture • 
Of sapience, anci began to Muster : 
For having three times, i^ook his head 795 
To stir his wit up, thus he said : 
Art has no mortal enemies, 
I^Bxt ignorance, but owls and seese : 
Tliose conseo^ted ffeese in ordeiB, 
Thatto the Capitol were warders; 800 

And being then upon patrol. 
With noise alone beat off the Gaul : 
Or those Athenian sceptic owls, • 
That will not credit their own souls ; 
Or any science understand, S05 

Beyond the reacli of eye or hand ; 
But measuring all thin^ by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothmg^s to be known : 
Those wholesale critics, that ih c<^ee- 
Houses cry down all philosophy, . 810 

And will not know upon what ground 
In nature we our doctrine fbuno, 
Altho' with pregnant evidence 
We can demonstrate it to sense, 
As I just now have done to you, , 815 
Foretelling what you clime to know. 
Were the stars only made to light 
Robbers and burglarers by ni^t? 
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To wait on drunkards, thieves, goId-f'*»dorB, 

And lovers solacing behind doors, 8Sd 

Or giving one another pledges 

Of matrimony under hedges ? 

Or witches &impling, and on g^U>eta 

Cutting from m n ' r fn r t n rs snippets ? 

Or from the \ni^<^'ij t., . uf ears 825 

Of rebel saints and perjurers ? 

Only to stand by, and look on, 

But not know what is said or done? 

Is there a constellation there 

That was not born and bred up here ; 830 

And therefore cannot be to loarn 

In any inferior concern ? 

Were they not, during all their lives. 

Most of 'em pirates, whores, and thieves? 

And is it like they have not still 835 

In their old practices some skill? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its house from earth ? 

And therefore probably must know 

What is and hath been done below. S4Xf 

Who made the Balance, or whence came > 

The Bull; the Lion, and the Ram ? 

Did not we here the Argo jig? 

Make Berenice's periwig ? 

Whose livW does the Coachman wear ? . 845 

Or who made Cassiopeia's chair ? 

And therefore, as they came from hence. 

With us may hold intelligence. 

Plato deny'd the world can be 
^ Govem'd without geometry, 850 

' (For money b'ing the common scale ' 

Of things by measure, weight, and tale, 
In all th° afrairs of church and state, 
Tis both the balance and the weight) ; 
Then much less can it be without 855 

Divine astrology made out ; 
That puts the other down in worth. 
And far as heavVi *s above the earth, T" 

Tliese reasons (quoth the. Knight) I grant 

re something more signifi^t 809 
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Than any that the learned use 

Upon this subject to produce ; 

And yet th* are far from satisfactory, 

17 establish and keep up your factoiy. 

Th' Egyptians say, the Sun has twice^ 865 

Shifted his setting and his rise ; 
, Twice has he risen in the weat^ * 

As many times set in the east : 

But whether that be true or n<h 

The devil any of you know. 87iQ| 

Some hold the heavens, hke a top, 

Are kept by circulation up. 

And, werH not for their wheeling round, 

TheyM instantly fall to the ground : 

As safife Empedocles of old, 875 

And from him modem authors hold* 

Plato believed the Sun and Moon 

Below all other planets run. 
t.Some Mercury, some Vejius, seat 

Above the Sun himself in height. 880 

The learned Scaliger complained, 

'Gkunst what Copernicus maintained. 

That, in twelve hundred years and odd. 

The Sun had left its -ancient road, 

And nearer to the earth is come 885 

*Bove fifty thousand miles from home : 

Swore 'twas a most notorious flam ; 

And he that had se little shame ^ 

To vent such fopperies abroad, 

Deserved to have his rump well claw'd ; 880 

^ 8S5. Egyptii decern mlllia annoram et amplius, je- 
' ceiuent ; et observatum est in hoc tanto ipatio, bis 
Wtata esse loca ortuum et occasuuin soils, ita ut sol 
Us ortus sit ubl nunc occidit, et bisdescenderitubl nunc 
. oritur. Phil. Melanct. lib I. p. 60. 
1 GRf 1 ■ Causa quare ccBium non cadit (secundum Empe> 
} dodem) est velocitas sui motus. Comment, in lib. H. 
vlrist. deCcBlo. X' 

8T7. Plato solem et lunam^teris planetis inferiores 
1^ putavlt. 6 Gunnhi Mi Cbemog. lib. i. p. 11. 

6B1. Copernicus in Libris Revolutionem, deindo Rein- 
FftolduSyposteiiaraStadttismalhematici nobites perspi- 
I tokr demonstrationih^ docuerunt, sofis apsida terrfs 
[ fene propiorem, qna^, Ptolemiei aetate duodecim pani- 
fipos, i. e. uno et irlfrinta terrc semidiameteris. Jo. Bod. 
LlUt Hist p. 455/^ 
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Which Monsieur Bodin hearing, swoTO 
That he deserv'd the rod much more. 
That durit upon a truth give doom, 
' He knew lees than the Pope of Rome. 
Cardan heliev^^ 's^eat states depend fiSS 

Upon the tip o' th' Bear's tail^ end ; 
That, as she'Vrhisk'd it f wards the Sim, 
StcewM mighty empires up and down ; 
Which others say must needs be false, 
Because your true bears have no tails. 906 
Some say the Zodiac constellations 
Have long since changed their aoti^ie stations 
Above a sign, and prove the same ' 
In Taurus now, once in the Bam ; 
Affirm the tri^ons choppM and chan^^, 905 
The watVy with the dery- nta^d : 
Then how can their efibcts stSl hdd 
To be the same they were of old? 
This, though the. art were true, would make 
Onr mpdem soothsayers mistaken 9W 

And in one cause they tdl more lies, 
In figures and nativities, 
Than th' old Chaldean conjurers 
In so many hundred thousand years ; 
Beside thev nonsense in thmslating, 915 

For want of accidence and Latin, 
LSke Idus, and CalendoB, Enslisht 
The quarter-days, by i^ilful Imguist^ 
And yet with canting, sleiffht, and cheat, 
'Twill servo their turn to do the feat ; 990 

Make fools believe in their foreseeing . ^ 

Of thinffs before they are in being ; 
' To swaUow gildgeons ere th' are catch'd. 
And count their chickens ere th'are hatched; 
Make them the constellations prompt, 995 
And give 'em back their own accompt ; 
But still the best to lam that gives . 
The best price for't, or "S»st believes. 

-805. Putat Cardanus, ab ezhLema carda HaUces set 
Majoijs Une omne magnuQiL ijuterium pendere. U. 

913. Chaldeei Jactant se fouadrinff^tA septuaginu an- 
'rum miliia in periclitandfa, exneriSidiique pueronun 
mis possuisse. Cicero^ i^nuw 
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Sonne towns and cities, some, for brerit/i 
HaVe.cut the Versal world's nativity, 930 

And made the infant-stars confess, 
Like fools or children^ what they please. 
Some calculate the hidden fates 
Of monkejrs, poppy-dogs, and cats ; 

n Some running-nags ana £^htinf-coqks, 935 
Some love, trade, law-suits, and the pox : 
Some take a measure of the lives 
Of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives : 
Make opposition, trine, and quartile. 
Tell who is barren, and who ^rtile ; ' 940 
As if the planets' first.aspect 
The tender mfant did infect 
hi sool and body, and instil 
All future good, and future ill ; 
Which, in their dark fataUties lurking, 945 
At destin'd periods &11 a working ; 

^ And hreak out, like the hidden seeds 
Of long diseases, into deeds. 
In fine^ships, enmities, and strife. 
And all th' emergencies of life. 950 

No sooner does he peep into 
The world, but he nas done his do : 
Catch'd all diseatos, took all physic 
That cures or kills a man that is sick; 
Marry'd his pimctual dose of wives; 956 

Is cuckolded, and breaks or thrives. 
There's but the twinkling of«a star 
Between a man of peace and war ; 

« A thief and justice, fool and knave, 

'^ A huffing officer and a dave ; 960 

' A crafty lawyer and a pick-pocket, 
A ffreat philosopher and a blockhead ; 
A formal preacher and a player, 

^ A leam'd physician and maiulayer. 

^ As if men fiom the stars did suck 965 

^^d affe, diseases, and ill-luck, 

f^it, folly, honour, vulue, vice, 

[ Trade, travel, women, daps, and dice ; 
And draw, with the first air they breauie, 

Batfle and murder, sudden death. 
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Xnd not these fine commodities 

To be imported from the skies. 

And vended here amongst the rabUe, 

For staple goods and warrantable^ 

Like money by the Druids borrowed, 97] 

In th^ other world to be rest^rM ? 

Quoth Sidrophel, To let you know 
You w/ong the art, and artists too, 
Since arguments are lost on tho^e 
That do our principles oppose, 9R 

1 will (although Fve done t before) 
Detnonstrate to your sense once more, 
And draw a figure, that shall tell ypu, 
What you, perhaps, forget befel you. 
By way of horary inspection, 98! 

- Wliich some account our worst erection* 
With that be circles draws, and squares. 
Wilh cyphers, antral characters ; 
Then looks ^em o'er, to understand *em, 
Although set down hab-nab, at random.' 991 

Quoth he. This scheme of th^ heavens let, 
Discovers how in fight you met. 
At Kingston, with a Mav-polo idol, [weDl 
And that y' were bang d both back and tt^ 
And though you overcame the bear, 995 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fair; 
Where sturdv butchers broke your noddkt 
And handlec you like a fop-doodle. 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 
You are no conj'rer, by your leave : lOM 

That paltrv story is untrue, 
And forgn to cheat such gulls as you. 

Not truer quoth he; howe'er you vapoOTi 
I can what I affirm make appear : 

975. Druide pecuniam mutno acciplebant in p^ 
'eriofe vita redilliurt. Patricius, torn. 11. p. 9. 

1001. There was a notorious Idiot (that is ben it 
■crtbedby the name and character of Whachum) who 
counterfeited a second part of Hudibraa, as untowardiy 
J^.VfPta'n Poi who could not write himself, and ye| 
JS!??**."*'*]^ ^ ''^^^ *>•> ^^^ pMlory.for forfniotbef 
S " i*'^^!*'' ■V*'*' f«»"^ Whachum no doifbt SoSv- 
&mL7^w »»»"«n'n«blc doggerel this stoiyof Hudl- 
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hacham shall justify it t' your face, 1005 
id prove he was upon the place. 
3 play'd the Saltixibancho^s pari, 
-axisfbrmM t' a Frenchman by my art : 
3 stole your cloak, an^ picked your pocket, 
lows'd and caldes'd ye like a blockhead : 1010 
idL what you lost I can produce^^ ' , 

you deny it, here i' th' house. 
Q.uoth Hodit^ras, I do believe 
i&t argument's demonstrative. 
[Llpho, bear witness; and go fetch us 1015 
constable to seize the wretches : 
3r though th^ are boih false knavc^ and cheats, 
1 posters, jugglers, counterfeits, 
1 ndake them serve for perpendiculars, 
s true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. 1020 
hey're guilty, by their-own confessions, 
f felony ; and at the sedlions, 

Son the bench, I will so handle ^em, 
at the vibration of this pendulum 
hall make all tailors^ yards of one 1025 

nanimous opinion ; 
u thing he long has vapourM of, 
lut now shall make it out by proof, 

^uoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
^o find friends that will bear me out : 1030 
For have I hazarded my art, 
Lnd neck, so long on the staters part, 
i?o be exposed V th* end to suffer 
iy such a braggadocio buffer. 

1034. The device of the vibratiohpf a pendulum wa« 
Dtended to seule a certain meamirc of ells and yards, 
be. (that should have its foundation in nature) all the 
vorid over : for by swinging a weight at the end of a 
itring, and calculating by the motion of the sun, or any 
ttar, how long the vibration would last, in proportioi 
to the length of the string, and weight of the pendulum, 
they thought tQ reduce it back again, and from any part 
of time compute the exact length of any string that 
must necessarily vibrate into so much space of time ; 
so that If a mau should ask in China for a quarter of ao 
hoar of satin, or taffeta, ih«y would know perfectiy 
what it meant; and all mankind learn a newway to 
measure things wo more by the yard, foot, ot tacn, iHW 
by the hour, quarter, and minute. 
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174 HUDIBRAS. 

Hafifer ! qaoth Hadibras : this sword 103^ 
Shan down thy falso throat cram that wdi 
Rolpho, make haste, and call an ofiScer, 
To apprehend thiii Stygian sophister; 
Meanwhile V\\ hold 'em at a bay, 

' Lest he and Whachum run away. 10^ 

But Sidrophel, who, &om th* ai^ect 
Of Hadibras, did now erect 
A figure worpe portending far 
Than that of a mali^ant star, i 

BelievM it now the fittest moment 10^ 

To shun the danger that might come onH, | 
While Hodibras was all alone. 
And he and Whachum, two to one. 
Tl '9 being re8olv*d, he spy'd, by chance, 
Behind the door, an iron lance, ^^ 

That many a sturdy limb had ffor^d, 
And legs, and loins, and shoulders bor'd: 
He snatch'd it up', and made a pass, 
To make his way through Hudibras. , 

> Whachum had got a fire-fork, 1(b 

With which he vowM to do his work. 
But Hudibras was well preparM, 
And stoutly stood upon his guard; 
He put by Sidrophello's thrust, j 

And in right manfully he rusht : 2^ 

The ^Ireapon from his gripe he wrung, 

, And laid nim on the earth along. 
Whachunv^his searcoal prong threw by, 
And basely tomM his back to fly : , j 

But Hudibras s^ve him a twitch 10^ 

As quick as lightning in the breech, 
Just in the place where honour's lodged, 
As wise philosophers have judg'd : 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds before. JOil 

Quoth Hudibras, The stars determine 
Tou are my prisoners, base vermin I 
Could they not tell you so as ^vell 
As what I came to -know foretel ? 
Joy this what cheats you are we find, 107 
1 nat m your own concerns are blind. 
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Your Ures are now at ray dispose, 

To be redeemed l^ fine or blows: 

But who hk honour would defile, 

To take or sell two lives «o vile? lOgO ' 

ni give jou quarts* I but your piHajro« 

The "bonqu'rinjir warrior^s crop and tulage^ 

Which with his sword he reaps and ploughi, 

^ That's mme, the law of arms allows. 

This said in haste, in haste he fell 108S 

To rummaging of Sidrc^heL 
Fir^t, he expounded both his pockets. 
And found a watch witli rings and lockets, 
Which had been left with him t' erect 
A figure for, and so detect ; ' 1090 

A copper^plate, with almanad^s 
Ex^avM upon 't ; with other knocks 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers', 
And blank-schemes t' discover nimmers ; 
A inoon-dial,^with Napier's bones, 10S5 

I And several constellation stones, 
£ngrav'd in planetary hours. 
That over mortals'^ had strange powenr 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade, 
And stab or poison to evade; 1100 

!n wit or wisdom to improve, 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neither cross nor pile ; 
His plunder was not worth the while ; 
All which the conqu'ror did discompt, 1105 
To pa^or curing of his rump. 
Bat Sidrophol, as full of tricks 

, As Rota-men of politics,' 

f Straight cast about to-ov^-readi 

Th' unwary conqu'ror with a fetch, ' 1110 
And make him glad (at least) to quit 
^ victory, and fly the pit, 

^ Before the secular prince of darknesi 
Arriv'd to SjBize upon his carcase : 

> 1113. Ab the 4evH Is the spiritual prince of darkness, 
80 is the constable the secular, who governs in the nigbt 
irith as great authority as bis colleague, 'hut far more ^ 
iuij>eriou6lf. . 
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And aa a fox with hot pursuit "" 1115 

ChasM thro' a warren, casts about 
To save his credit, and among 
Dead vermin on a gallows hung, 
And while the dogs ran underneath, ' 

EscapM (by comiterfeiting death) 1120 

Not out or canning, but a train 
Of atoms iustling m bis brain, 
As team'd philosophers give out. 
So Sidrophello cast about, ^ 
And fell to 's wonted trade again, 1135 

To feign himself in earnest slain : 
First stretchM out one leg, then another. 
And seeming in his breath to smother 
A broken sigh, quoth he. Where am I, 
Alive or dead .'' or which way came I, 1130 
^ Through so immense a space so soon ? 
But now I thought myself i' th' moon ; 
And that a monster with huge whiskers, 
More formidable than a gwiteer's, ' 
My body through and through had dnil d, 1135 
And Whachum by my side had kilFd ; 
Had cross-examin'd both our hose, 
And plundered all we had to lose. 
Look, there he is : I see him now, 
And feel the place lam run through : . 1140 
And there lies Whachum by my side 
Stone dead, and in his own blood dy*d. 
Oh! oh I With that he fetch'd a groan, 
And fell again int6 a swoon ; 
Shut both his eyes, and stopped his breath, 1145 
And to the life out-acted death ; 
That Hudibras, to all appearing, 
Beli6v- d him to be dead as hernng. 
He held it now no lonffer.safe ' 

To tarrv the return of Ralph, 1150 

But ratner leave him in the lurch : 
Thought he, he has abus'd our church, 
B«fus d to give himself one firk 
To carry on the public work ; 
DespisM our synod-men like dirt, ' - 1155 
\iia made Uieir discipline his sport; 
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Divulff'd the secrets of their classes. 

And theu' conventions prov'd high places; 

IMsparagM their tithe-pi£^ as Pa^an, 

And set at nought their cheese and baoon ; 116(^ 

RaiTd at their Covenant, and ieerM 
.Their rev'rend parsons, to my beard : 

For all which scandals, to be quit 

At oncQ^ this juncture falls out fit. 

Ill make him henceforth to beware, 1165 - 

And tempt my fury ff he dare, 

He must at least liold up his hand. 

By twelve fi'eeholders to be scann'd ; 

Who, by their skill in palmistry, 

Will qmckly read hb destiny; ^ 1170 

And make him ^lad to read his Ineon, 

Or take a turn for 't at the session ; 

Unless his light and ^fls prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, rm sure; 

For if he 'scape with whipping now, 1175 

' Tis more than He can hope to do ; 

And that will disengage my conscience 

Of th' obligation in.nis ovm sense. 

Ill make mm now by force abide 

Wliat he by cenile means deny'd, 1180 

To give my honour satisfaeticHi, 

And rigiit the brethren in the action. 

This bein£r resoIvM, with equal speed 

And conduct he approach'd his steed, 

And with activity unwont 1185 

Assayed the k>ft^ beast to mount ; 

Which 'once achiev'd, he spurrM his palfirey, . 
r To gel from th' enemy and Ral{»h fire^ : 

Left dangers, fears, and foes behind. 

And bea^ at least three lengths, the wmd. 1190 
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AN mEOIOAX< VnSTUE Of 

HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 



JEcce Uemm Crispinua.' 



Well ! Sidrophel, thoagrh tis in rain 

To tamper with your crazy brain, 

Without trepanning of your skull 

As often as the moon^s at full, 

'Tis not amiss, ere y' are giv'n oV, 

To try one desperate medicine more : 

For where your case can be no worse. 

The desperat'st is the wisest course. 

Is^t possible that you, whose ears 

Are of the tribe of Issachar's, 

And mi^ht with equal reason) either 

For merit, or extent of leather. 

With William Pryn's, before they were 

Retrenched and crucify 'd, compare. 

Should yet be deaf against a noise 

So roarinff as the public voice ? 

That speaks your virtues free, and loud, 

And openly, m ev'ry crowd. 

As loud as one that sin^ his part 

T' a wheel-barrow or turnip cart. 

Or your new nick-nam*d old invention 

To cry green bastings with an engine 

(As if the vehemenpe had stunnM, 

And torn your drum-heads with the sound \) 

And 'cause your folly's now no news, ^ 

But overgrown, and out of use. 

Persuade jrourself there's no such matter, 

But that 'tis vanish'd out of nature; 

When foHy, as it grows in years. 

The more extravagant appears ; 90 

FJor who but you could be possest 

Vvith so much iterance, and bea«t| 
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That neither all men^s sconi and hate, 

Nor bein^ laughM and pointed at. 

Nor bray d so often in a mortar, 35 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nortiire; 

But (like a reprobate) what course 

Soevef's us^d, grow worse and worse I . 

Can na transfusion of the blood, < 
' That mak^ fools cattle, do you ^ood ? ~ '40 

Nor putting pigs t' a bitch to nurse. 

To turn "'em into mongrel-curs. 

Put jou into a way, at least. 

To make yourself a better beast? 

Can all your critical intrigues , 45 

Of tr3ring sound from rotten eggs ; 

Your several new found remedies 

Of curing wounds and scabs in trees ; 

Your arts of fluxing them for claps, 

And purging their infected saps ; , 50 

Recov*ring shankers, crystallines, 
/ And nodes imd botches m their rinds, 

Have no effect to operate 

Upon that duller block, your pate? 

But still it must be lewdly bent 55 

To tempt your own due punishment; 

And, like your whimsyM chariots, draw 

The boys to course you without law ; 

As if the art>you have so long 

Profess'd, of making old dogs young, 60 

In you had virtue to renew 

Not only youth, but childhood too. 

Can you, that understand all books, ^ 
v- By judgin£f only with your looks, 
' Biesolve all problems with your face, 65 

As others do with B's and A's ; 

Unriddle all that mankind knows 

With solid bending of your brows ; 
AU arts and sciences advance, 
i" With screwing of your countenance, TO 

I And, with a penetrating eye^ 
Into, th' abstrusest learning pry ; 
Know more of any trade b* a hmt, ^ 

Than those who have been bred up in X, 
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And yet have no art, trae or false, 75 

To help your own had naturals ? 

But stui the more you strive t* appear, 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wise, 

. As men find woodcocks by then: eyes. 80 

Hence 'tis,that 'cause y* hayejniinM o'th' ooDege 
A quarter-share (at most) ofiLttowIedge, 

' And brought in none, but spent reput^ 
y assume a powV as absolute 
To judge, and censure, and contr^, 8S 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll ; . 
And saucily pretend to know 
More than your dividend comes lo. 
Tou'U find the thinff will not be done 
VTiih ignorance and face alctee ; 90 

No, though y' have purcbaaM to your name, 
In history, so great a fame ; 
That now your talents, so well known, 
For having all belief outgrown. 
That evW strangle prodigious tale 95 

Is measurd by your German scale ; 
Bv which the virtuosi try 
Tlie magnitude of ev'ry he. 
Cast up to what it does amount, ' 
And pla6e the big^^st to your account ; 100 
That all those stories that are laid 
Too truly to you, and those made. 
Are now nMJl chargM upon your score, 
And lesser authors namM no more. 
Alas ! that fiienlty betrays 106 

Those sponest it designs to raise ; . ^ 

And all your vain renown will spoil. 
As guns o'erchar^*d the more recoiL 
Thouffh he that has but impudence. 
To all things has a fair pretence ; 110 

And put amonff his wants but shame 
To aU the world may lay his claim ; . 
Though, you have try'd that nothing's borne 
With greater ease than public scorn. 
That all affironts do still give place 115 

To your impenetrable face, 
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piat makes your way throu^ all affairs, 
\a pigs through hedges creep with theirs? 
^et as 'tis counterfeit and brass, 
^ou must not tliink 'twill always pass ; 120 
For all impostors, when they're known, 
Are past their labour, and undone : 
And all the best that can befal 
An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as soon 125 

As once they're broke loose fi-om the moon. 
And, proof afainst her influence. 
Relapse to e'er so little sense. 
To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 
For sport of boys, and rabble wit. 130 



PART ni.— CANTO I. 

The Knight and Squire resolve at once 

The one the other to renounce • 

They both approach the Lady's bower, 

The Squire V inform, the Knight to woo her.- 

She treats him with a masquerade, 

By furies and hobgoblins made : 

From which the. Squire conveys the Knight, 

And steals him from himself by night. 

Tis true, no lover has that pow'r 

T' enforce a desperate amour. 

As he that has two strings t' his bow,. 

And bums for love and money too ; 

For thwi he's brave and resolute, 5 

Disdains to render in his suit, 

Has all his flames and raptures double. 

And hangs or drowns with half the trouble ; 

Whilfe those who sillily pursue \ 

The simple, downright way, and true, - 10 

Make as unlucky applications, 

And steer against the stream their passions. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars, 

And when the ladies prove averse. 

And more untoward to be won ' 15 

' Than by Caligula the moon, - ^ 

15. Caligula was one of the emperors of Rome, son 
of Germaniciis and Agrippina. He would needs pass for 
a fod, and liad the beads of the ancient statues or tor 
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Ciy out upon the stars, for doing 

HI offices to cross their wooing ; 

When only by themselves they're hindVed, 

For trusting those they made her kindred ; S 

And still, the harsher and hide-bounder 

The damseb prove, become the fonder. 

For what mad lover ever dy'd 

To gain a soft and gentle bride? 

Or lor a lady tender-hearted, W 

In purling streams or hemp departed? 

Leap'd headlong int* Elysium, 

Through th^ windows of a dazzling room? 

But from ^me cross, ill-natur'd dame. 

The amVous fly burnt in his flame. 30 

This to the Kmght could be no news. 

With all mankind so much in use ; 

Who therefore took the wiser course, 

To make the most of his amours, 

ResolvM to try all sorts of ways, 35 

As follows in due time and place. . 

No sooner was the bloody fle ht 
Between the Wizard and the Knight, 
With all Ui' appurtenances, over. 
But hovrelaps d again t' a lover ; *^ 

As he was always wont to do, 
When h' had discomfited a foe ; 
And us'd the only antique philters, 
DerivM from old heroic tillers. 
But now, triumphant and victorious, ^ , 

He held th^ achievement was too glorious 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle r 
Or fly for refuge to the hostess 
Of th' inns of court and chahcery. Justice ; W 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th' ordeal trial of the laws ; 
gpds taken off, anch his own placed- on in their stea^j 
and used to stand between the statues of xCastor tw 
Pollux to be worshipped ; and often bragged of \jm 
with the moon. 

43. Pbillers were love potions, reported to be much 
In request in former ages ; but oitr true Itniiht-errtnt 
hero made use of no other but what hla noble achisT*- 
n»«Ms by hik sword produced. 

W. Ordeal trials were, when supposed orimU>slti » 
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IVhere none escape, but sach as braniied 

'With red-hot irons have past bare-handed ; 

And, if they eonnot read one verse 55 

I' th' Psdina, mast qin^ it, and that's wone. 

He therefore judging it below him 

To tempt a shame the devil might owe him, 

Resolv'd to leave the Squire for bail 

And mainprize for him -to the gaol, - 60 

To answer, vith his vessel, all 

That might disastrously befal ; 

And thoofht it now the fittest juncture 

To give the lady a rencounter ; " 

T'' acquaint her with his expedition, * 65 

And conquest o'er the fierce magician ; - 

Describe the manner of the fray. 

And shevir the spoils he brought away ; 

His bloody scourging aggravate ; 

The number -^^js blows, and weights - 70 

All which mt^ht probably succeed. 

And gain belief h' had done the deed ; 

Which he resolv'd t' enforce, and spare 

No pawning of his soul to swear ; 

Bot, rather than produce his back, 75 

To set his conscience on the rack ; 

And in pursuance of his urging 

Of articles performed and scourging, 

Aiid all thin^ else, upon his part, • 

Dethand deliv'ry of her heart, 80 

Her goods and chattels, and good graces, 

And person, up to his embraces. 

Thought he, the ancient errant knights 

Won all their ladies' hearts in fights ; 

And cut whole giants into fritters, -85 

To put them into amorous twitters ; 

Whose stubborn bowels scorn'd to yield 

Until their gallants were half kill'd : 

But wheih their bones were drubb'd so sore 

They durst not woo one combat more, 90 

The ladies' hearts began to melt, 

Subdu'd by blows their lovers felt. 

dtocover their innocence, went over several nf ' 
eonlter irons. ThMe were generally sucti wbosr 
tity Was fuspected, as tbe vestal virgins, &c. 
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So Spaniab heroes, with ^ejr 1^^ , 

At once wound bulla and ladies' ^ici€», 

And he acquires the noblest spouse 95 

That widows frreatest her48 of cows . 

Then what may I expect to d^ 

Wh» have queird so vast a buffado? 

Meanwhile, the Sauire was on his way 
The Knight's late orders to obey; 
Who sent him for V^rong detachm«at 
Of beadles, constables, and watchmei^ 
T' attack the cunning-man, for plunder. 
Committed falsely on his lumber; 
When he, who had so latelv sack d 105 

The enemy, had done the ftct ; 

gf t SSr'rJS^^^^ -d Slumbobs, 

^crhej^jho^fe^ ,,, 

And for his own invenUons ^^^k^t d : 110 

aSS when they should, at gaol^ehvery, 
Unriddle one another's thievery, 
Both might have evidence enough, 
To render neither halter-pi'oot. 
He thought it desperate to tairy, "^^ 

And venture to be accessary; 
But rathef wisely sUp hw/et^"^,. 
And leave them for the Knight, his betters.. 
He caird to mind th' unjust, foul play . 
He would have offer'd him that day, 15W 

To mak^ him curry his own hide, 
Which no beast ever did beside, 
Without all possible evasion. 
But of the riding dispensation ; ^ 
' And therefore much about the Jiour L» 

The Knight (for reasons^old betore) 
Resolv'd to leave them to the fury 
Of justice, and an unpacked jury, 

93 The young Spaniards signalize their valour be- 
fore the Spanibh ladies at bull- feasts, which often prove 
ery hazardous, and sometimes fatal to them. IJ la 
foVmed by attacking of a wild bull kept on purpoae, 
let loose at the combatant ; and he that kills moat 
« the laurel, and dwells highest in the ladles' 
r. 
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The Squire concurrM t' aOkndon him, 

And serve him in the self-same trim ; 1^ 

T' acquaint the lady what h* had done, 

And what he meant to <jarry on ; 

What project 'twas be went about. 

When Si((rophel and he fell out ; 

His firm and steadfast resolution, 135 

''' To swear her to an execution ; 
To pawn his inward ears to marry her, 
And bribe the devil himself to carry her ; 
In which both dwelt, as if they meant - 
Their p^irty-saints to represent, 140 

Who never fail'd, upon their sharing 
Li any prosperous arms-bearing', 
To lay themselves out to supplant 
Each other cousin German saint. 
But, ere the Knight could do his part, 145 

The Squire had ^'>t so much the start, 
H' had to the lad^ done his errand, 

c And told her all his tricks aforehand. 
Just as he finished his, report. 
The Knight alighted in the court ; 150 

And having ty'd his beast t' a pale. 
And taking time for both to stale. 
He put his oand and beard in order. 
The sprucer,to accost and board her : 
And |iow began t' approach the door, ' 155 
When she, wh' had spy'd liim out before, ' 
Convey'd th' informer out of siffht, 

. And went to entertain the Knight ; 
With whom encountering, after longees. - 

^ Of humble and submissive congees, 160 

^ And all due ceremonies paid. 
He gtrok'd his beard, and thus he said : 

Madam, I do, as is my duty, 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tie ; 
And now am come to bring your ear 165 

I A t>rcsent vou'U be glad to hear : 
At least-I hope so : tEe thing's done. 
Or may I never see the sun ; 

137. His eitiTior ears were, gone before, and lo out * ' 
danger ; but by inward earv is here meantbltconBci'' 
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For which I humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand ; HO 

And that you'd please to do your part, 
As I have done mine, to my smart 

With that he shru|rff'd his sturdy back, 
As if he felt his shoiOders ake. 

But she, who well enough knew what 175 
(Before he spoke) he wouki be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mysteryiof what he mean d ; 
And therefore wiehM him to expound 
His dark expressions less profound. 180 

Madam, quoth he, I come to prove 
How much I've suffer'd for your love. 
Which (like your votary) to win, 
1 have not spared my tatter 'd skin y 
And for those meritorious lashes, 185 

To claim your favour and good graces. 

Quoth she, I do remember once 
I freed you from th' enchanted sconce ; 
- Ajid that you promis'd, for that favour, 
-To bind your back to good bebavioui, ISO 

And, for my sake and service, vow'd 

To lay upon't a heavy load, 

And what 'twould bear t' a scruple prove. 

As other knjghts do oft make love ; 

Which whether you have done or no 1^ 

Coticerns yourself, not me, to know ; 

But if you have, I shall confess 

y are honester than I could guess. 
Quoth V, If jou suspect my troUi, 

I cannot prove it but by oath ; ^ 200 

And if you make a question on't, 

111 pawn my soul that I have done t ; 

And he that makes his soul Ws surety, 

I tWnk, does give the best security. 

Quoth she, Some say, the soul's secure m 

Against distress and forfeiture ; - 

Is free from action, and exempt , 

From execution and contempt ; 

And to be suitamon'd to appear 

In th' other world's illegal here ; ' 210 
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And therefore few make any aoooant * 

lut* what incumbrances they rtm t : 

For most men carrv thinss saeven 

Between this world, and hdll, and heaven, 

Without the least offende to either, 215 

They freely deal in all together ; 

And equally abhor to quit . 

This world for both, or both for it; 

And when they pawn and damn their souls; 

They are but pns'*ners-on parolee. 390 

For that (quoth he) 'tis rational 
They may be accountable in all : * 
For when there is that intercourse 
Between divine and human pow'rs, 
That all that we determine here 235 

Conidiands obedience every where ; 
When penalties may be commuted 
For fines, or ears, and executed. 
It follows, nothing binds so fast 
As souls in pawn and mortgage past ; 230 

For oaths are th' only tests and seals 
'Of right and wrong, and true and false ; 
And there's no other way to try 
The doubts of law and justice by. 

Quoth she, What is it you would swear? 235 
There's no believing till 1 hear ; 
For, till they're understood, all tales 
(Like nonsense) are not true nor false. 

Quoth he, When I resolv'd t' obey 
What you commanded th' other day, 240 

And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont) for y#ur fair eyes, 
T' avoid all scruples in the case, 
I went to dot upon the place : 
But as the Castle is enchanted 245 

By Sidrophel, the witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits, as you know. 
Who took my Squire and me for two, 
Before Pd hardly time to lay 
My weapons by, and disarray, 250 

I naard a formidable noise. 
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Ixmd as the Stentrophooic voice. 
That roarM far off, Dispatch and strip, 
Vm ready with the infernal whip, 
Hiat shiul divest th v ribs irom skin, 5255 

To expiate thy ling ring sin : 
Th' hast broken perfidiously thy oath. 
And not perform "d thy plighted troth; 
But sparM thy renegado back, 
Where th' hadst so great a prize at stake ; 260 
Which now the fates have ordered me 
For penaqce and revenge to flea. 
Unless thou presently nrake haste: 
Time is, time was : And there it ceasM. 
With which, though startled, I confess 2G5 
Tet th'. horror of the thing was less 
Than th' other dismal apprehension 
Of interruption or prevention ; 
And therefore, snatching up the rod, 
I laid upon my back a load ; * ^ 270 

ResolvM to spare no flesh and blood. 
To make my word and honour good; 
Till tir'd, and making truce at length. 
For new recruits of breath and strength, 
I felt the blows still plyM as fast 275 

As if th' had been by lovers plac'd, 
In raptures of Platonic lashing, 
. And chaste contemplative bardashing ; ^ 
When faciiig hastily about. 
To stand upon my guard and scout, 280 

I found th' infernal cunning-man, 
And th' under-witch, his Caliban, ** 
With scourges (like the furies) arm^. 
That on my outward quarters stofm'd. 
In haste I snatchM my weapon up, 285 

And grave their hellish rage a stop ; 
Call'd thrice upen jrour name, and fell 
Courageously on Sidrophel ; 

852. A speaking trumpet, by which the voice may 
be heard at a great distance; very useful at sea. 
'^TG. This alludes to some abject lechers, who used to 
'eipUned with amorous lashes by ttieir roistreaies. 
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Who now traiifibnn'd himpelf t' a bear, 

Began to roar aloud, and^tear; 390 

When I as furiously pressed on, ♦ 

My weapon down hi» throat to run ; ^ ■ 

Laid hold on him ; but he broke loose 

And tumM himself into a goose ; - 

I Piv'd under water, in a pond, ^ 295 

' To hide himself from being found.v 
In vain I sought him ; but, as soon 
As I perceiv n him fled and gone,. 
PreparM with equal haste and rage, 
His under-sorcerer t' engage. 300 

But bravely scomin? to defile 
My sword with feeble blood and vile, 
I judgM it better from a qulck- 
^ hedffe to cut a knotted stick, 
With which L furiously laid on, 305 

Till in a harsh and doleful tone, 
It roarM, O hold for pity, Sir : 

*^I am too great a sufferer, 
Abus'd, as you have been, b' a witch, 
But conjurM into a worse caprich ; 310 

Who sends me out on many a jaunt. 
Old houses in the ni^ht to haunt. ^ 
, For opportunities I' improve 
Designs of thievery or love ; 
With drugs conveyM in drink or m^t, - 315 
All feats of witches counterfeit; 
Kill pigs and geese with powder'd glass. 
And make it for enchantment pass ; 
With cow-itch meazle like a leper, 

V And choke with fumes of Guinea pepper ; 320 

^ Makjd lechers, and their punks, with dewtry. 
Commit fantastical advowtry ; 
Bewitch Hermejic-men to run 
Stark staring mad with manicon ; *^ 
323. HermesTrismegistuB, an Egyptian philoeopher, 

' and said to hav^ lived Aimo Mundi 2076, in the reign of 
Nimis, after Mc^es. He was a wonderful pliilosoplier, 
and proved that there was but one God , the creator of all 
tbin^ ; and was the author of several most excellent and 
uaefbr inventions. Butthose Hermetic-men here men- 
tioned, though the pretended sectators of this great man, 
9n nothing else but a wild and extravagant sort of enr 
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BelieTe mechanic Tirtao^ 391 

Can raise *ein moontainii in Potod ; 

And, sillier than the antic fools. 

Take treasure for a heap of coals ; 

Seek oat for plants with signatures, 

To quack of universal cures ; 330 

With figures ^ound on panes of glass 

Made people on their heads to pass ; 

And mighhr heaps of coin increase. 

Reflect^ from a single piece, 

To draw in fools, whose natVal itches 335 

Incline perpetually to witches; 

And keep me in continual fears, 

And danger of my neck and ears ; 

When less delinquents have been scourg^d^ 

And hemp on wooden anril forg'd, 340 

Which others for cravats have wom * 

About their necks and took a torn. 

i pityM the sad punishment 
The wretched caitiff underwent, 
And left my drubbing of his ^ones, 31$ 

Too great an honour for poltroons ; 
For flights are bound to feel no blows 
From p^try and unequal foes, • 

Who, when they slash, and cut to pieces. 
Do all with civilest addresses : 350 

Their horses never give a Uow, 
But when they ma& a leg, and bow. 
I therefore ;3parM his flesh, and prest him 
About the witch with many a question. 

Quoth- he, For many years he drove 355 
A kind of broking-trade in love ; 
EmpIoyM in all &' intrigues and trust 
Of feeble, speculative lust : 
Procurer to th' eztraTva^ancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy, 3$0 

By those the devil had forsook. 
As things below him to provoke, 
•husiasts, who make a hodge-pbdge of rellgkm and obi- 

nphy, and m-oduce nothing bat what iTthe obiectrf 

^ considering person** contempt, ^ ^ 

Potod is a city of Peru, the mountains whereof af- 

eatquanttties of the finest silver In all the MeL 
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dot b^ng a virtuoso, able ' 
To smatter, qui^dc, and cant, and dabble, 
He held his talent most adroit 365 

For any mystical exploit ; 
As others of his tribe had done. 
And raisM their prices three to one : 
For one predicting pimp has th* odds 
Of chaldrons of plam downright bawds. 370 
But as an elf (the deyil*s valet) 
Is not so sliffht a thinff to get; 
For those that do his baseness besti 
In hell are usM the ruggedest ; 
Before so meriting a person " 375 

-Could get a gran^ but in reversion, 
He servM two ^renticeships, and longer,' 
P th' myst'iy of a lady-monger. 
For (as some write) a witch's fi^host, 
As soon as from the body loord, 380 

Becomes a puny imp itself^ 
And is another witch's elf: 
He, after Searching far and near. 
At length found one in Lancashire, 
With whom he bargained before-hand, 385 
And, afler hanffing, entertained : 
Since which h' has play'd a thousand feats, 
And practised all n^echanic cheats ; 
Transformed himsdf to th' ugly shapes 
Of wolves and bears, baboons and apes, 390 
Which he has vpy'd merfi than witches. 
Or Pharoah's wizards, could their switches ; 
And all with whom he has to do, 
TumM to as monstrous figures too.; • 
Witness myself, whom h' has abus'd, 395 

And to this beastly shapie reduced, ^ 
By feeding me on beans, and peas, " 
fh crams in nasty crevices. 
And turns to comfits by his arts. 
To make me relish for deserts, 400 

And one by one, with shame and fear. 
Lids up the candyM provender. 
Beside-^^-But as he was running on, 
To tell what other feats h' had done. 
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The lady ttbpt his fall career, 

And told him now Hwaa time to hear : 

If half thoM things (said she) be 1 



They're all, (quoto he,) I swear by yoo. ' 

Why then (said she,) that Sidpophel 

Has damn'd himself to th' pit of hell ; ^0 

Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 

And hackney ^f a Lapland hag, 

In quest of you came nither poet. 

Within an hour (I am sure) at most ; 

Who told me all you swear and say, 415 

Quite contrary another way ; 

Vow'd that you came to him to know 

If you should carr]^ me or no ; 

And would have hir'd him, and his imps^ 

To be your match-makers and pimps, IM) 

T' engage the devil on ^our side. 

And steal (like Proserpme) your bride. 

But he disdaining to embrace 

So filthv a design and base, 

Tou fell to vapouring and huffing, 48S 

And d^ew upon him like a ruffian ; 

SurprisM him meanly, unprepar'^d, 

Before h' had time to mount ni^ guard ; 

And lefl him dead upon the ground. 

With many a bruise and desperate wound : 430 

Swore you had broke and robb'd his house, 

And stole his talismanique louse. 

And all his new-found old inventions. 

With flat felonious intentions ; 

Which he could bring out where he had, 435 

And what he bought them for, and paid. 

His flea, his morpTon, and punaise, 

H' had gotten for his proper ease ; 

And all m perfect minutes made, 

By th' ablest Artists of the trade, 440 

Which (he eould prove it) since he lost, 

He has been eaten up almost ; 

And altogether might amount 

To many hundreds on account ;* 

For which h' bad jfot sufficient warrant 445 

To seize the malemotors errant. 
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^^l^tboat capacity of bailv 

3ut of a cart*B or horse^s tail ; 

And did not doubt to bring the wretchei 

"Fo serve for penduluq^s to watches; 450 

Vl^hich modem virtuosos say, 

IzKdine to hanging every way. 

B-side, he swore, and swore twas trae, 

T*faat, ere he went in quest of you, 

He^t a figure to discover ' 459 

IF you were fled to Rye or Dover ; - ' 

And found it dear, that, to betray 

Yourselves and me, you fled this way ; 

And that he was upon pursuit, ^ 

T'o take you somewhere hereabout, 460 

He vowM he had 'intelligence 

Of all that passed before and since; 

And found, that ere you came to him, 

Y' had been engaging life and limb 

About a case of tender conscience. x . 405 

Where both abounded in your own sense; 

Till -Ralpho, bv his light and grace. 

Had clearM all scruples in the case. 

And proved that you might swear and own 

Whatever's by the wicked done;- 470 ' 

For which, most basely to requite 

The service of bis gifls and lio^ht, \ 

Tou strove t' oblige him, by main force. 

To scourge his ribs instead of yours ; 

But that he stood upon his guard, 475* 

And all your vapouring out-dar'd ; 

For which, between you both, the feat 

' ftas never been performed as yet.. 

While thus the Lady talk'd, the Knight 
Turn'd th' outside of his eyes to white, 480 
(As men af inward light are wont 

. To turn their optics in upon't) ' ' 

He wondered ho,w she came to know 
What he had done and meant to do ; 

^ Held up his affidavit hand, 485 

Aff if h' had been to be arraigned ; 
Cast tVards the door, a ghastlv look, 
In dread of Sidrophel, and spoke : 
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Madam, if but one word be true 
Of all the wizard has told yoo, « 

Or but one single circuflistance 
In all th' apocryphal romance. 
May dreadful earthquakes swallow down 
Thi vessel, that is all your own ; , 

Or may the heavens fall, and cover ^if^ 

These reliques of your constant lover. 
You have provided well, quoth she, 
(I thank you) for yourself and me. 
And shewn your Presbyterian wite 
Jump punctual with the Jesuit*; W- 

A most compendious way, and civilj. 
At once to cheat the world, the devil, 
And heaven and hell, yourselves, and those 
On whom you vainly think t' impose. ^ 

Why then (quoth he) may hell surprise— 6« 
Tbat trick (said she) will not pass twice : 
IVe learn'd how far Vm to believe 
Your pinning oaths upon your sleeve. 

Bat there's a better way of clearing 

What you would prove than downngnt tnmt- 
For if you have perfonn'd the feat, [Bf 

The bfows are visible as yet. 
Enough to serve for satisfaction 
Of nicest scruples in the action : 
And if you can produce those knobst 51? 

Although they're but the witch's drubs, 
Til pass them all upon account. 
As u your natural self had done 't ; 
Provided that they pass th' opinion 
Of able juries of old women, ^ 

Who, us'd to judge all matter of facts 
For beUies, may do so for backs. 

Madam, (quoth he) your love's a miUion; | 
To do is less than to be willing, 
As 1 am, were it in my power, S» 

T' obey what you command, and more : 
But for performing what you bid, 
I thank you 's much as if I did. 
You know I ought to have a care 
To keep my wounds from taking air ; 530 
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For wounds in those that are all heart, 
Are dangerous in an j parL 

I find (quoth she) my goods and chattels 
Are like to proye but mere drawn Inittels ; 
For still the lonffer we contend^ • 535 

We are but farther off the end, 
^ 3at granting naw we should agree, 
What is it you expect from me? 
Tour plighted faith (quoth he) and word 
You past in heaven on record, 540 

Where all contracts, to have and t' hold. 
Are everlastingly enroUM : 
And if 'tis counted ^reason here 
To raze records, 'tis much more there. 

Quoth she, There are no bargains d^v'n, 545 
Nor marriages clapp'd up in heaven. 
And that's the reason, as some guess. 
There is no heav'n in marriages ; 
Two things that naturally press 
' Too narrowly to be at ease. 550 

Their business there is only love. 
Which marriage is not like t' improve 
Love, that's too generous to abide 
To be JBigainst its nature ty'd ; 
For where 'tis of itself inclin'd, 555 

It breaks loose when it is confin'd ; 
And like the soul, its( harbourer, 

Debarr'd the freedom of the air, 

I^isdains against its will to stay. 

But struggles out, and flies away ; 560 

And therefore never can comply 
' T' endure the matrimonial tie. 

That binds the female and the male. 

Where tii' one is but the other's bail'; 

Like Roman jailers, when they slept, 565 

Chain'd to the prisoners they kept; ^ 

Of which the true and faithfuU'st lover 

Gives best security to'suffer. 
^ Marriage is but a beast, some say. 

That carries double in foul way ; 570 

And therefore 'tis not to b' admir'd 

Ilshoiikl so suddenly be tir'd ; 
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A bargain at a ventilre made. 
Between two paitners in a trade ; 
(For what's inferred by t' have and t' hold^ 575 
But something past away, and-sold f) 
That, as it mMLes but one of two, 
Reduces all things else as low, 
And, at the best, is but a mart . 
Between the one andth* other part, 580 

That on the marriage-da)r is'paid, 
Or hour of death, tlie bet is laid ; 
And allthe rest of better or ?yorse, 
Both are but losers out of purse ; 
For when upon their ungot heirs 585 

Th* entail themselves, and all that's theirs, 
What blinder bargain e*er was driv'n, 
Or wager laid at six and seven ? 
To pass themselves away, and turn 
Their children's tenants ere theyVe bom? 590 
Beg one another idiot 
To guardians, ^re they are begot ; 
Or ever fehall, perhaps, by th' one 
Who's bound to vouch 'em for his own, 
Though got b' implicit ffeneration, 595 

, And gen'ral club of all the nation ; 
For which she's fortify 'd no less 
Than all the island, with four seas; 
Exacts the tribute of her dower, 
In ready insolence and poi^rer; 600 

And makes him pass away, to have 
And hold, to her, himself, her slave, 
More wretched than an ancient villii^ 
Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling ; 
While all he does upon the by, 605 

She is not bound to justify, , 
Nor at her proper cost and charge 
Maintain the feats he does at large. 
Such hideous sots were those obedieht 
Old vassals to their ladies regent, 610 

To give the cheats the eldest hand 
In foul pl^y by the laws o' th' land; 

603. Villainage was an ancient tenure, hy which the 
tenants were 'obliged to perform the most inject and 
Tiavish lerviceV for their lords. ^^ 

:\ 
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For which so many a legal cuckold 
Has been run down in courts and truckled ; 
A law that most unjustly yokes 615 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Noakes, 
Without distinction of degree, 
Condition, age, or quality ; 
Admits no power of revocation, ^ 
Nor valuable consideration, G20 

Nor writ of error, nor reverse 
Qf judgment past, for better or worse : 
Will not aHow the privileges 
Th^t bef gars challenge under hedges, [horses 
Who, wnen they're griev'd, can make dead 
Their spiritual judges of divorces ; 686 

While nothing else but Rem in Re 
Can set the proudest wretches free ; 
A slavery beyond enduringv 
But that 'tis of their own procuring. 630 

As spiders never seek the fl v. 
But leave him, of himself, t'^ apply. 
So men are by themselves employed. 
To quit the freedom they enjoy M, 
And rnn their necks into a noose, 635 

TTiey'd bi^ak 'em after to break loose ; 
As some, whom death would not depart, « 

Have done the feat themselves by art ; 
Like Indian widows, ^one to bed 
In flaming curtains to the dead ; 640 

And men as often dangled for't. 
And yet will never leave the sport* 
Nor do tha ladies want excuse 
r For all the stratagems they use 
To gain th' advantage of the set, 645 

Ana hirch the amorous rook and cheat : 
For as the Pythagorean soul 
Runs through alfbeasts, and fish, and fowl, 

699. The Indian womeii, richly auired, are carried in 
a splendid and pbmpoui machine to the funeral pile 
where tiie bodies of their deceased husbandi^are to be 
comomed, and their voluntarily throw themselves into 
it. and expire ; and such as refuse their vj^rtue is ever 
tmer sospected, and they live in the uunom contempt. 

IH7. It was the opinion of Pythagoras/and bis follow- 
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And has a sinack of OT^ry one. 
So love does, and has evei^ done ; 
And therefore, though ^is ne'er so fond, 
Takes strangely to Uie vagabond. 
Tis but an ague thatVreverst, 
Whose hot fit takes the patient first. 
That after bums with cold as much 6S! 

As ir^n in Greenland does the touch ; 
Melts m the furnace of de^re 
Lik^ glass, thaf s but the ice of fire ; 
And when his heat of fancy ^s over. 
Becomes as hard and frail a lover : 
For when he^s with love-powder laden. 
And primM and cockM by Miss or Madam, 
The smallest ^arkle of an eye 
Gives fire to his artillery. 
And off the loud oaths go ; but, while I 
They're in tlie very act, recoil. 
Hence 'tis so few dare take their chance 
Without a separate maintenance ; 
And widows, who have .try*d one lover, 
Trust none again, 'till th' have made over;(^ 
Or if they do, before they marry. 
The foxes weigh the geese they carry ; 
* And ere they venture o'er a stream, 
Know how to seize them^lvesjuid them; 
Whence wittiest ladies al^^ays choose ^ 
To undertake the heaviest. goose: 
For now the world is grown so wary, 
That few of either sex dard marly. 
But rather trust on tick t' amburs, 
The cross and pile for better or worse ; 680 
A mode that is held honourable. 
As well as French, and fashionable ; 
For when it falls out for the best. 
Where both are incommoded loast, 
In soul and body two unite, 685 

To make up one hermaphrodite, 

•w, that the^ul transmigrated (as they termed it) Wd 
the diverse species of animals ; and so wma m 

tiv.ii — aedvand affeciod ^ 

d coimitiitions. 



-1.. 1.**'^*'*® species of animals : and so m 
Siuri JSri^""l"ff!?.''f**' "Pcordlng to tbeir 
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HI amorous, and fond, and billing, f 

tke Philip and Mary on a shiUfng. 
h** have more punctilios and capriches 
stween the petticoat and bce^eches, 690 

ore petulant extravagances, 
iian poets make ^em m romances, 
tioug^h "w^hen their heroes 'spouse the dame*, 
'e hear no more of charms and flames: 
>r then their late attracts- decline, « G95 

nd turn as eager as prickM wine ;^ 
nd all their caterwauling triclm, 
earnest too as jealous piques : 
'^hlch th** ancients wisely signi^*d 
y th** yellow mantuas of the bride: 700 

)r iesLiousy is but a kind 
f clap anil grincam of the mind, 
he natural effects of love, 
A other flames and aches do prove ; 
ut all the mischief is the doubt 705 

^n vrhose account they first broke out. 
'or though Chineses go to bed, 
end lie in, in their lames]^ stead, 
^nd, for the pains they took before, 
Ire nurs'd and pamperM to do more ; 710 

>ur ^een-men do it worse, when th' hap 
7o fall in labour of a clap : 
)oth lay the child to one another ; 
)at who's the father, who the mother, 
Tls hard to say in multitudes, 71 S 

^r who imported the French goods. 
But health and sickness blng all one, 
Which bo*th engaged before to own, 
KsA are not with their bodies bound 
To worship only when thejfre sound, 790 

Both give and take their equal shards 
Of all they sufier by false wares ; 
A fate no lover can divert 
With all his caution, wit, and art ; 

707. The Cbiocte men of quality, when thsir wi^w 
are brought to bed, arc nursed and tended with as muck 
oare m women here, and are supplied with the beat 
8tr«ogth«ning and nourishing diet, in order to quaUQr 
tbem for futare service^. 
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For His 10 y&in to think to goem 7S 

At women by appearances. 
That paint and patcli their hnpeifeetionB 
Of intellectual complexions, 
And daub their tempers o''er with washes 
As artificial as their faces ; 73G 

Wear under vizard-masks their talents. 
And mother-wits before their gallaBts, 
Until they^re hamperM k> the noose. 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 
When all the flaws they strove to hide 735 
Are made unready with the l>ride, 
That with her wedding-clothes undresses 
Her complaisance and gentilesses ; 
I'ries all her arts to take upon her 
The government from th' easy owner ; 7*0 
Until the wretch is glad to waive 
His lawful right, and tnrp her slave ; 
Find all his having and his holdin^r 
Redjac'd V etemalnoise and scolding ; 
The conjugal petard that tears 74) 

Down all portcuHisses of ears^ 
And makes the volley of one tongue 
For all their lesithern shields too strong; 
, When onlv arm'd with noise and nails, 
The female silk-worms ride the males, 750 
Transform *em into rams and goats, 
Lika Sirens, with their charmii^ notes; 
Sweet as a screech-owrs serenade. 
Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By th^ husband mandrake and'the wife, 7^ 
fioth bury'd (like themselves) alive. 

Quoth he, These reasons are but straini 
Of wanton, overheated braihs, 

751. The SireiM, according to the poets, were tkict 
■ea-oionsten, half women and half ttah; theh- matf 
were Parthepope, Lignea, and Lencoeia. Their uiM> 
residence was about the island of Sicily, Where, bf the 
charming melody of their voices, they used to mtsin 
those that heard them^ and then transform tbem InU 
some sort of brute animals. 

•.J^' Naturalists report, that If a male and tmait 
SIS**^" '** "*■*' «■**• <»*'»«'» ^^^ wUl ofteahelKtr4 
" *<Mx or murmuring noisek > 
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liich ralli^rs, in their wit, or drink^ 

o rather wheedle with than think. 700 

an was not man in paradise, 

ntil he was created twice, 

ad had his better half, his bride, ^ 

irv'd from the original, his side, 

' amend his natural defects, 7$5 

nd perfect his recruiting sex ; 

ilarge his breed at once, and lessen - 

tie pains and labour of increasing, 

r changing them for other cares, 

i by his dry'd up paps appears. 770 

is body, that stupenaous frame, ^ 

^all the world the anagram, 

of two equal parts compact, 

shape and symmetry exact, 

!* which the left and remale side 775 , 

to the. manly right a bride ; 

»th joitt'd together with such art, 

[lat nothing else but death can part. 

lose heav'nly attracts of yours, jour eyes, 

id face that all the world surprise, 780 

nat dazzle all that look upon ye, 

ad scorch all other ladies tawny ; 

[lose ravishing and charming graces 

re all made up of two half faces, 

bat in a matbematic line, 785 

ike those in other heavens, join, 

f which if either grew alone, 

* would friffht as much to look upon : 

nd so ^ouM that sweet bud your lip, 

Without the other's fellowship. * - 790 

ur noblest senses act by pairs ; 

wo eyes to see ; to hear, two ears ; 

h' int^gencers of the mind, 

o wait up6n the scAil desiffuM ; . 

at those that serve the body alone, 795 

re single, and confined to one. 

'he world is but two parts, that meet 

Jid close at th' equinoctial fit ; 

797. The eauinociial divides the globe Into north 
nd loatb. „ ^ 
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And so are all the works of Nature, 

Stamped with her signature on mattery SOO 

Which all her creatures, to a leaf, 

Or smallest blade of grass, receive ; 

An which sufficiently declare 

How entirely marriage is.her care,^ 

The only method that she. uses 805 

In all tlie wonders she produces : 

And those that take their rules from her 

Can never be deceivM nor err. 

For what secures the civil life, 

But pawns of children, and a wife? 81' 

That lie like hostages at stake. 

To pay for all men undertake ; 

To whom it is as necessary 

As to be born and breathe, and many ; 

So universal, all mankind 815 

In nothing else is of one mind. - 

For in what strfpid age, or nation, 

Was marriage ever out of fashion? 

Unless among the Amazons, 

Or cloistered friars, and vestal nuns ; 8« 

Or Stoics, who, to bar the freaks 

And loose excesses of the sex, 

Prepost'rously would have all women 

Turn'd up to all the world in common. 

Though men would find such mortal feuds, 8» 

In sharing of their public gobds, ■ 

'Twould put them to more charge of lives, 

Than they're supply 'd with now by wives; 

llptil they ^raze, and wear their clothes, 

As beasts oo, of their native growths : ^ 

For simple wearing of their horns 

Will not suffice to serve thei;r turns. 

For what can we pretend to inherit, 

Unless the marriage-deed will bear it? 

819. The Aniazons were women of Scythia, of hew^ 
and great achievements. Thoy suffered no men in l»" 
among them ; but once every year used to haweconvet' 
•ation with men of the neighbouring countries by ^^ 
L^ni^f^ V^M^ '^J?"**' ^^^y presently elth?r M 
^VrSi *!• i*? ^^ * ^i?*'**' ^^^y brought it up tothett^ 

ckl?5rijl'* *'"™' °^ ^"•^ ^"^^ leSving tieoUKT^ 

Digitized by Google 



PART m— CANTO L SO) 

Could claim no right to lands or rents, 83S 
But for jour parents' settlements ; 
Had been but younger sons o' th^ earth* 
Debarred it all, but for our birth. 
What honours, or estates of peers. 
Could be preserved but by their heirs ? 840 
And what security maintains 
Their right and title, but the bansf ' 
What crowns could be hereditary. 
If greatest monarchs did not marry. 
And with their consorts consummate 845 

Their'weightiest interests of state? 
For all the amours of princes are 
But guarantees of peace or war. 
Or what but marriage has a dumn 
The rage of empires to disarm, 850 

Mak? blood and desolation cease. 
And fire and sword unite in peace. 
When all their fierce contests for forage 
Conclude in articles of marriage? 
Nor does the genial bed provide 855 

Less for the int Vests of the bride ; 
Who else had not the least pretence 
T' as much as due benevolence; 
Could no more title take upon her 
To virtue, quality, and honour, 860 

Than ladies-errant unconfin*d. 
And feme-coverts to all mankind. 
All women would be of one piece, * 
The virtuous matron and the miss; 
• The nymphs of chaste Diana's train, 865 

The same with those in Lewkner^s Lane, 
Bat for the difference marriage makes 
Twixt wives and ladies of the lakes ; 
Besides the joys of place and birth, 
The sex's paradise on earth ; 870 

^privilege so sacred held, 
Tbat none will to their mothers yield ; 

MS. Diana's nymphs, all of whom vowed perpttaid 
#lgbiity, and were much celebrated for the exaei ol^> 
nrvatioa of their vow. 

166b Lewkner*s Lane some years ago swarsMd Vitll 
HlMioasly lascivious and profligate strumpets. 
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Bat rather than not eo before. 
Abandon heayen at toe door. 
And if th' indulgent law aUows 875 

A greater freedom to the spoofle, 
The reason is, because the wife' 
Runs greater hazards of her life ; 
Is trusted with the form and matter 
Ofall mankind by careful Nature: ' 880 

Where man brings nothing but the stuff 
She frames the wondrous fabric of; 
Who Uierefore, in a strait, may fre^y 
Demand the clergy of her belly, 
And make it sayeher the same way- 88S 

It seldom misses to betray ; 
Unless both parties wisely enter 
Into the liturgy indenture. 
And though some fits of small contest 
Sometimes fall out among the best, 890 

That is no more than ev'ry lover 
Does from his hackney-lady suffer : 
That makes no breach of faith and loye, 
But rather (sometimes) senres t' improye. 
For as, in running, ey'ry pace 886 

Is but between two legs a race, 
In which both do their uttermost 
To get before, and win the post. 
Yet wh6n they're at their race's ends;, 
- They're still as kind and constant friends, 800 
And, to lelieye their weariness. 
By turiis giye one another ease ; 
So all those false alarms of strife 
Between the husband and the wife^ 
And little quarrels, oflen proye 98S 

To be but new recruits of loye ; 
When those wh' are always kind or coy, > 
In time must either tire or cloy. 
Nor are their loudest clamours more 
Than as they're relish'd sweet or sour ; 910 
Like music, that proves bad or "good, 
According as 'tis understood. 

V7. Demanding the clergy of her belly, which, for 
Tea«on aforesaid is pleaded in excuse by thoee wIhi 
the liberty to oblige themselves and friends^ 
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* In aU amours, a love^bums 
With frowBs as well as smiles by turns ; 
And hearts have been as oft with sullen 915 
As charming looks surprisM and stolen. 
Then why should more bewitching clamour 
Some lovers not as much enamour? 
For discords make the sweetest aics, 
And curses are a kind of prayers ; 920 

Too slight alloys for all those grand 
Felicities by marriage gain'd. 
For nothing else has'powV to settle 
Th' interests of love perpetual ; 

•An act and deed, that makes one heart 925 
Become another^s counterpart, 
And'passes fines on faith and love, . 
Enrolled and registered above, 
To seal the slippery knots of vows, 
Which nothing else but death can loose. 930 
And what security's too strong. 
To guard the gentle heart from wrong, 
That to its friend is glad to. pass 
Itself away, and all it has ; 
And, like an anchorite, gives over 935 

This world for th' heaven of a lover? 

I grant (quoth she there are some few 
Who take that course, and find it true ; 
But millions whom.the same doth sentence 
To heaven b' another way — ^repentance. 940 
Love's arrows are but shot at rovers. 
Though all they hit they turn to lovers ; 
And ul the weighty consequents 
Depend upon more blind events 
Than gamesters^ when thejr play a set 945 
With greatest cunning at piquet. 
Put out wilh caution, out take in . 
They know not what, unsiffht, unseen. 
For what do lovers, when mey^re fast 
Jo one another's arms embrac d, v 950 ^ 

Bat strive to plunder, and convey 
Each other, hke a prize, away? 
To change the property of selves, 
Ai socking children are by elvea? 
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And if they use their penons 80« S65 

What will they to their fortunes dof 

Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 

Of all their ecstasies and flames. 

For when the money ^s on ilie book. 

And, AU mv worldly coods— but spoke 960 

(The formal livery and seisin 

That puts the lover in possession,) 

To that alone the bridegroom's wedded ; 

The bride a flam that's superseded : 

To that the'ur faith is still made good, ^ 965 

And all the oaths to us Uiey vow'd : 

For when we once resign our powVs, 

W* have nothing left we can <^ ours : 

Our money's now become tjie Afiss 

Of all your lives and services ; 9TD 

And we, forsaken and postponed. 

But bawds to ^hvX before we ownM ; 

Which, as it made y* at first gallant us, 

So now hires others to supplant us, 

Until 'tis all tum'd out of doors , 975 

(As we had been) for new amoois : 

For what did ever heiress yet 

By being 'born to lordships get? 

When the more lady sh' is of manors, 

She'is but exposed to mo^ trppanners, 960 

Pays for theu- projects and designs, 

And for her own destruction fines; 

And does but tempt them with her riches, 

To use her as the devU does witches ; 

Who takes it for a special grace 985 

To be their cully for a space. 

That when the time's expirM, the di^^k 

For /ever may "become his vassals : 

So she, bewitchM by rooks and spirit?, ' 

Betrays herself and all sh' inherits : 990 

Is bought and sold hke stolen goods, 

By pimps, and match-makers, and bawds, 

Until thev forge her to convey, 

And steal tho thief himself away. 

These are the everlasting fruits 995 

Of all your passionate love-suitai, 
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T*li' effects of all ^our amorous fandes 
Xo portions and inheritances ; 
Your love-sick rapture for fruition 
Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; 1000 

To ^i^hicti you make address and courtship, 
And with your bodies strive to worship, 
That th' infants* fortunes may partake 
Of love top, for the mother's sake. 
For these you play at purposes, 1005 

Axid love your loves with A's and B's. 
For tliese at Beste and L'Ombre woo, 
Xnd play for love and money too ; 
Strive who shall be the ablest man 
At right gallanting of a fan ; 10X0 

And who the most genteelly bred 
At sucking of a vizard-bead ; 
How^ best t' accost us in all quarters, 
T' our question-and-command new Garters ; 
And solidly discourse upon 1015 

All sorts of dresses pro and con ; 
For there's ho mystery nor trade. 
But in the art of love is made ; 
And when you have more debts to pay 
Than Michaelmas and Lady-Day, 1020 

And no way possible to do *t, 
But love and oaths, and restless suit. 
To us y' apply to pay the scores 
Of all your cuUyM past amours ; 
Act o'er your flames and darts again, 1025 
And charge us with your wounds and painj 
Which others' influences long since 
Have charm 'd your noses with, and shins ; 
For which the surgeon is unpaid. 
And like to be, without our aid. 1030 ' 

Lord ! what an am'rous thing is want ! . 
How debts and mortgages enchant ! 
What graces must that lady have - 
That can fxpiA ej^ecutions save I 
, What charms that can reverse, extent, 1035 
And null decree and exigent ! 
What magical attracts and graces, 
Thtt can redeem fix>m scire focias ! 
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From bonds and statutes can dlschaige, 

^d from contempts of court enlax^ ! 1040 

These are the highest excellencies 

Of all your true or false pretend; 

And you would damn yourselves, and owear 

As much t' an hostess dowager, 

Grown fiit and pursr by retail ^ 1045 

Of pots of beer and ^bottled ale, 

And find her fitter for your turn. 

For fat is wondrous apt to bum ; 

Who at your flames would soon take fire, 

Relent, and melt to your desire, 1050 ' 

And\ like a candle in the socket. 
Dissolve her graces int* your pocket. 

By this time, 'twas grown dark and late, 
When th' heard a knocking at the fate, 
Laid on in haste, with such a pow£r, 1055 
The blows grew louder still and louder ; 
Which Hucubras, as if th' had been, 
BestowM as freely on his skin, 
Expounding by his inward liffht, 
Or rather more prophetic fright, 1060 

To be the wizard, come to search. 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Tum'd pale as ashes, or a dout, 
But why or wherefore is a doubt ; 
For men will tremble, and turn paler, 1065 
With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it try'd 
To fbrce a passage through his side. 
Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait 'em, 
But in a fury to fly at 'em ; 1070 

And therefore beat, and laid about, ^ 
To find a cranny to creep out. 
But she, who saw in what a taking 
The Knight was by his furious quaking, 
Undaunted cry'd, Courage, Sir Knight ! 1075 
Know, I'm resolvM to break no rite • 
Of ho^itality t' a stranger; 
But to secure you out of danger, 
Will here myself stand sentinel, 
To iruard this pass 'gainst Sidrophel, 1080 
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l¥omen, you know, (to seldom fail 
To make the stoutest men turn tail : 
And bravely scorn to turn their backs 
Upon the desp^atest attacks. 
At this the Knight grew resolute 1065 

As Ironside and Hardiknute : 
His fortitude besan to rally. 
And out he cxy^d aloud to saHy, 
But she besoughl him to eonvey 
His courage rather out o* th* way, 1090 

And lodjre in ambush on the floor, 
Or fortity'd behind a door ; 
That if the enemy should enter, 
He might relieve her in th' adventure. 
Meanwhile they knocked against the door 
V As fierce as at the gate before, - 1096 

Which made the renegade Knight 
Relapse again t* his former fri^t. 
He thought it desperate to stay 
mi th' enemy had forced his way, 1100 

But rather post himself, to serve 
The lady, for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute. 
But what sh' had ordered execute; 
Which he resolved in haste tobey^ 1105 

And therefore stoutly marchM away > 
And all h' encountered fell upon, 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, 1110 

Had drawn him up before a pass. 
To stand upon his guard and face ; 
This he courageously invaded, 
And having entered, barricado*d, 
Insconc^d himself as formidable 1115 

As could be underneath a table, 
Where heiav down in ambush dose, 
T'expect th jirrival of hisfoes. * 

Few minutes he had lain perdue, 
To guard his desperate avenue, 1120 

1066. Two famous and valiant princes of this c 
try ; the one a Saxon, the other a Dane. 
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Before he heard a dreacUbl about, 

As loud as putting to the rout. 

With which impatiently ahurinM, 

He &ncyM th^ enemy had storm'd, 

And, after entering, Bidrophel 115^ 

Wat fairn upon the guards pell-mell : . 

He therefore sent out all his senses, 

To bring him in intelligences, 

Which Yulgars out of ignorance, 

Mistake for falling in a trance ; 1130 

But those who trade in ffeomancy, 

AMrm to be the strenffth of fancy ; 

In which the LaplanaMagi deal, 

And things incredible reveal. 

Meanwhile the foe beat up his quarters, lldS 

And stormM the outworks of his fortress : 

And as another of the same 

Degree and party, in arm? and fame. 

That in the same cause had engag'd, 

And war with equal conduct wagM, 1140 

By venturing only but to thrust 

lus head a span beyond his post, 

B' a gen'ral of the Cavaliers 

Was dragged thrg^* window by the ears; 

So he was se^y'd in his redoubt, 1145 

And by tfeg other end puU'd out. 

So^i'as they had him at their mercy, 
Thev-put him to the cudgel fiercely. 
As if they'd scorn to trade or barter. 
By giv'mg or by taking quarter ; 1160 

They stoully on his quarters laid, 
Until his scouts came in t' his aid ; 
For when a man is past his sense, 
There's no way to reduce him thence. 
But twinging him by th' ears or. nose, 1155 
Or laying on of heavy blows 

1 131. The Lapland Magi. - The Laplanders are an 
Idolatrous people, far north ; and it is very credibly le- 
ported by authors and persons that have travelled to 
iheir country, that they do perform things tocredible by 

hat is vulgarly called uiagiCf 
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And if that will not do the deed, 

To burning with hot irons proceed. 

No sooner was he come t' himself, 

But on his neck a sturdy elf 1160 

ClappM, in a trice, his cloven hooj^ 

And thus attackM him with repxoof : 

Mortal, thou art betray'd to us 
B' our friend, thy Evil Genius, 
Who, for thy horrid perjuries, 1165 

Thy breach of faith, and turning lies, 
The brethren's privilege (against 
The wicked) on themselves, the saints, 
Has here thy wretched carcass sent 
For just revenge and punishment ; 1170 

Which thou hast now. no way to lessen. 
But by an open free confession ; 
For if we catch thee faihnff once, 
Twill fall the heavier on Uiy bones. 

What made thee venture to betray, 1175 
And filclvthe lady^s heart awayf 
-To spirit her to matrimony ? — 
That which contracts all matches — ^money,- 
It was th' enchantment of her riches 
That made m' apply t' your crony witches, 1180 
That, in return, would pay th' expense. 
The wear and tear dPconscience; 
Which I could have patch'd up, and tum'd. 
For th* hundredth part of what I eam'd. 

Didst thou not love her, then ? Speak true. 
No more (quoth he) than I love you. — 1186 
How would "st th' haveus'd her, and her money^ 
First tum*a her up to alimony. 
And laid hor dowry out in law,. 
To null her jointure with a flaw, - 1190 

Which I before-hand had agreed 
T' have put, on purpose in the deed ; 
And bar her widow^s makinsf over 
T' a friend in trust, or privale lover. 

What made thee pick and choose her out, 
T' employ their sorceries about? — 1196 

That which makes gamesteris play with those 
Who have least wit, and most to lose. 

115B. An allusion to cauterizing in apoplexies, itr 
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But didft tboa scourge thy yessel thus, 
Ab thou hast damnM thyself to us ? ISOO 

I see you take me for an ass : 
Tis true, I thought the trick would pass 
Upon a woman well enough, 
As H has been often found by proof; 
Whose humours are not toi>e won, 1205 

But when they are imposed upon : 
For love approves of all they do ' 
That stand for candidates, and woo. 

Why didst thou for^e those shameful lies 
Of bears and witches m disguise f 1210 

That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 
A trick of following their leaders. 
To entertain their gentle readers : 
And we have now no other way 1315 

Of passii^ff all we do or say ; 
Which, when 'tis natural and true, 
Will be believ'd b' a very fewi 
Beside the danger of ofrence, 
The fatal enemy of sense. 1320 

Why didst thou choose that cursed sui, 
Hjrpocrisy, to set up in ^ 

Because it is the thriying'st calling, 
The only sainf-bell that rings .all in ; 
In which all churches are concerned, 1325 

And is the easiest to boleamM . 
For no degrees, unless thoy employ % 
Can ever gain much, or enjoy 't : 
A gifl that is not only able 
To domineer among the rabble, 1230 

Butliy the laws impower^d to rout, 
And awe the greatest that stand out ; 
Which few hold forth against, for fear 
Their hands should ^lip, and come too near; 
For no sin else among the saints 1235 

Is taught so tenderly against. 

What made thee break thy plighted vows?^ 
That which makes others break a house, ' 
And hanff, uid scorn ye all, before 
' "ulare we plague of l>eing poor. 1340 
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Quoth he, I see you have mort tricks 
7*han all our doaiing politico, 
That are grown old, and out of fashion, 
^Compar'd with your New Reformation ; 
-That we must come to school to you, 1245 
To learn your more refin'd and new, 

Quoth he, if you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, 
YouTl find yourself an arrant chouse, 
If y* were but at a meeting-house. — 1250 

Tis true, (quoth he) we ne'er come there. 
Because wi' have let 'em out by th' year. 

Truly, quoth he, you can't imagine 
What wondrous things they will engage in : 
That as your fellow-Sends in hell 1255 

Were angels all before they fell, 
So are you Hko.to be agen, 
CoinparM with th' angels of us men. 

Quoth he, 1 am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery ; - 1260 

And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which you go. 

What makes a knave a child of God, 
And one of us? — A livelihood. 

What renders beating o^t of brains, 1265 
And murder, godliness .''—Great ^ains. 

What's tender conscience ? — 'Tis a botch, 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 
But breaking out, dispatches more 
Than th' epidemical'st plague-sore. 1270 

What makes y' encroach upon our trade. 
And damn all others ? — To be paid. 

What's orthodox, and true believing* 
Against a conscience ? — A good living. 

What makes rebelling against kings 1275 
A good old cause ? — Administ'rings. ^ 

What makes old doctrines plain and clear.**— 
About two hundred pounds a year. 

And that which was prov'd true before, 
Prove false again ? — Two hundred more. 1280 

What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A hol^^ dtity .'—Food and clothes. 
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What laws and freedom, persecution?— 
Blngout of powV and contribution. 1984 

what makes a church a den of thieves? 
A dean and chapter, and white sleeves. 

And what would serve if those were gone, 
-To make it ortho(^ox ? — Our own. 

What makes morality a crime, 
The most notorious of the time ; 1290 

Morality, which both the saints 
And wicked too cry out against ? — 
'Cause grace and virtue are within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 
And therefore no true saint allows 1295 

They shall be suffered to espouse : 
For saints can need no conscience, * ^ 

That with morality dispense ; 
As virtue ^s impious, when 'tis rooted 
In nature only, and not imputed : 1300 

But why the kicked should do. so, 
We neither know, or care to do. 

What's liberty of conscience, 
I' th' natural and genuine sense? 
'Tis to restore, with more security, ^ 1305^ 
Rebellion to its ancient purity ; 
And Christian liberty reduce 
To th' elder practice of the Jews. 
For a lar^e conscienpe is ail one. 
And signifies the same with none. 1310 

It. is enough (quoth he) for once. 
And has reprieved thy forfeit bones : ~ . 
Nick Machiavel had ne^er a trick 
(Though he gave his name t<5 our Old Nick) 
But was below the least of these, 1315 

That pass i' th' world for holiness. 

This said, the furies and the lisfht - 
In th' instant vanished out of sight. 
And lefl him in the dark alone. 
With stinks of brimstone and his own. 1320 

The Queen of Night, whose large command 
Rules all the sea, and half the lan^ 

1391. The moon fnflii«ncc8 the tides, and predomi- 
pUcsQvej^U humid bodies ; and persons dm&nvenA 
mwj^^^mUgd lunatics. «—»— 
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And over moist and crazy brains. 
In high spring^des, at nudnight reigns, 
Was now declining to the weSt, 1325 

To go to bed, and take her rest ; 
Whei! Hudibras, whose stubborn blows 
DenyM his bones that soft repose, 
Lay still, expecting worse ana more, 
StretchM out at length upon the floor : 1330 
And though he shut his e^es as fast ' 
As if he 'a been to sleep his last, 
Saw all the shapes that fear or wizards 
Do make the devihwear for vizards; 
And pricking up his ears, to heark 1335 

^ Jfhe could hear too in the dark, 
"Was first invaded with a groan, 
And after, in a feeble tone. 
These triinbling words : Unhappy wretch I 
What hast thou gotten by this fetch, 1340 

Of all thy tricks, in this new trade. 
Thy holy brotherhood o* th' blade? ~ 
By sauntering still on some adventure, 
•And growing to fhy horse a Centaur? 
To stuff thy skin with swelling knobs 1345 
Of cruel and hard- wooded drubs ? 
For still th' hast had the worst on't yet, 
As well in conquest as defeat. 
Night is the sabbath of mankind. 
To rest the body and the ii^ind, ^ 1350 

Which now thou aft deny'd to keep. 
And cure thy labourM corpse with sleep. 

The Knight, who heard the words, explained 
As meant to him this reprimand. 
Because the character did hit 1355 

Point-blank upon his case so fit ; 
Believ'd it was some "drolling sprite, 
That staid upon the guard that night. 
And one of those h' had seen, and felt 
Thadrubsh^ had so freely dealt; 1360 

1344. The Centaurs were a people of Thessaly, and 
supposed to be the first managers of horses ; and the 
oeigbbourhix inhabitaitts never having seen any such 
thing before, fabulously reported them monsters, half 
mea and half horses. 
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When, after a short pause and groan, 
The doleful spirit thus went on : 

This 'tis t* eogaffe with dogs an4 hmn 
Pell-mell together by the ears,. 
And, after painful bangs and knooksi , 136S 
To Ho in limbo in the stocks. 
And from the pinnacle of glpry 
Fall headlong into purgatory. . 
(Thought he, this devirs full of maHoe, • 
That on mv late disasters rallies.) * 1370 

ConderanM to whipping, but declined it, 
By being more heroic minded ; 
And at a riding bandied worse, 
With treats more slovenly and coarse : ^ 

Enffag'd with fiends in stubborn wars, 137t^ 
And hot dispules with conjurers ; 
And when th' hadst bravely won the ^ay, 
Wast fain to' steal thyself away. 
(I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Would fain steal me too from myself, 1380 
That impudently dares tQ,own 
What I have suffered for and done.) 
And now, but vent'ring to betray. 
Hast met with vengeance the same way. 

Thoug^ht he, how does the devil know 1385 
What 'twas that I designed to do ^ 
His office of intelligence, 
'His oracles, are ceasM long since ; 
And he knows nothing of the saints, 
But what some treacherous spy acquaints. 1390 
That is some pettifogging fiend, 
Sonie under door-keeper^ friend's friend, 
That undertakes to understand. 
And juggles at the second-hand ; 
And now would pass for Spirit Po, 139$ 

And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 
I tliink I need not fear him for't ; 
These rallying devils do no hurt. 
With that he^rous*d his drooping heart, 
And hastily cry'd out, Whilt art^ 1400 

. A wretch (quoth he) whom want of grace 

8 brought to this unhappy place. , 
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I do believe thee, quoth the Knieht; 
Tlins far I'm sure th' art in the ri|;ht ; 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee, 1405 
Setter than thou hast ff uessM of me^ 
7iiou art some paltry, blackguard sprite, 
Oondemn'd to drudg Vy in the night ; 
Thou hast no work to do in th^ house, 
f^oT halfpenny to drop in shoes ; - 1410 
^Without the raising of which sum 
You dare not be so troublesome 
To pinch the slatterns black and blue, 
For leaving you their work to do. 
This is your business, £Ood Pu?-Robin,^ 1415 
And your diversioa diJl dry-bobbing, 
' J^ -entice fanatics in the dirt. 
And wash them cleiin in ditches for't ; 
Of which conceit vou are so proud, 
At ev*ry jest you laugh aloud, 1420 

As now you would have done by me. 
Bat that I barr'd your raillery. 

Sir (quoth the voice,) y' are no i^uch Sophi 
As you would have the world judge of ye. 
If you design to weigh our talents 1425 

P th' standard of vour own false balance. 
Or think it possible to know 
Us ghosts as well as We do you ; 
We, who have been the everlasting 
Companion^ of your drubs and- basting, 1430 
And never lefl you in contest. 
With male or female, man or beast. 
But prov'd as true t' ye, and entire. 
In all adventures, as your Squire. 

Quoth he. That mav be said as true 1435 
By th' idlest pu^ of all your crew : 
For none could have betray 'd us worse 
Than those allies of ours and yours. 
But I have sent him for a token 
To your low-country Hogen-Mogen, 1440 

1493. Sophi is at present the name of the kings or 
Persia, not superadded, as Pharaoh was to the kings of 
Ecvpt, but the name of the family itself, and religfcNi 
ofilali, whose descendants by Fatiina, Mahom«t*a 
daughter, took the name of Sophi. 
Li 
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To whose iofemal riiores I hope 

He^ swing Hke skippers in a rope. 

And if y* have been more just to me 

(As I am apt t9 think) than he, 

I am afraid it is as true, 1446 

What th' iD-affected sajr of yon : . 

T' have spoosM the Covenant and Cause* . 

By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir, (quoth the voice,) 'tis true, I gxant. 
We made and took the Covenant ; 1490 

But that no more concerns the Cause 
Than other perjVi^s do the laws. 
Which, when they're proved in open courts 
Wear wooden peccadillos for'*t i , 
And that's the reason Covenanters 14l&^ 

Hold up their hands, like rogues at bars. 

I see, quoth Hudibras, from whence 
These scandals of the saints commence^ 
That are but natural efiects 
Of Satan's malice, and his sects, 14G0 

Those spider-saints, that hang by threads, . 
Spun out o' th' entrails of thmr heads. 

Sir, (quoth the voice) that may as true 
And properly be said (^you. 
Whose talents may compare with eithw, 1465 
Or both the other put together : 
For all the Independents do 
Is only what you forc'd 'em to ; 
Tou, who are not content alone 
With tridus to put the devil down, 1470 

But must have armies rais'd to back 
' The gospel work you undertake ; 
As ifartillery, and e<%e-tool8. 
Were th' only engines to save souls : 
While he, poor devil, has no pow'r 1475 

By force to run down and devour ; 
Has ne'er a Classis ; cannot sentence 
To stools, or poundage of repentance; 
Is ty'd up only to design, 
T* entice, and tempt, and undermme ; 1480 

1454. Peccadillos were stiff pieces that went alMUt 
*»e neck,and round about the shoulders, to pin the band. 
Y» nio ^^^^ *"^® *" dr^in^ ^ but his woodeUiMie 
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In which you all his arts outdo, 
And proye yourselves his betters too. 
Hence 'tis possessions do less evil 
Than mere temptations' of the" devil. 
Which all the horrid'st actions done 1485 

Are chargM in courts of law upon 
Because, unless they help the elf. 
He can do Uttle of himself ; 
And therefore where he's best possessed, 
Acts most against the interest ; 1490 

Surprises none, but those wh' have priests 
To turn him out, and ezbrcdsts, 
Supply'd with spiritual provision, 
^ And magazinesof ammunition ; . 
Jl^ith crosses, relics, cruciiizes, 1495 

Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pizes ; 
The tools of working out salvation 
By mere mechanic operation ; 
With holy water, like a sluice, 
To overm)w all avenues : 1500 

But those wh' are utterly unarm'd 
T' oppose his entrance, if he storm'd, 
He never offers to surprise. 
Although his falsest enemies ; 
Bat is content to be tbein <h'udge, 1505 

And on their errands glad to trudge : ^ 
For where are all your forfeitures 
Intrusted in safe hands, but ours ? 
Who are but jailers of the holes 
And dungeons where you clap up souls ; 1510 
Like unoer-keepers, turn thekey&, 
T* your mittimus anathemas ; 
And never boggle to restore^ 
The members you delivier o'er 
Upon demand, with fairer justice 1515 

,Tnan aU your covenanting Trustees ; . 
Unless, to punish them the worse. 
You put them in the secular pow'rs. 
And pass their souls, as some demise 
The same estate in mortgage twice ; 1520 

1483 Criminals, in their indictments, are chars ed 
with not having the fear of God before their eyes, oat 
being led by the instigation of the devil. 

DigitizaibyV_lUV^;Vlt; 



SdO HUDIBRAS. 

When to a legal Utlegation ^ 

Tou turn your excommunicationf 
And for a groat unpaid, that^s doe. 
Distrain on soul and body too. 

Thought he; ^tis no mean part of ciTil 158S 
State prudence to cajole the devil ; 
And not to handle him too ^ugh, 
When h^ has us in bis cloven hoof 

*Tis true, quoth he, that intercourse 
Has pass'd between your friends and oun, 1530 
That as you trust us, in our wav. 
To raise your members, and to lay, 
We send you others of our own, 
DenouncM to hang themselves or drowiif 
Or, frighted with our oratory, ISHk 

To leap down headlong many a stoiy ; 
Have usM all means to propagate 
- Your mighty interests of .state ; 
Laid out our spiritual gifts to further 
Your great designs of rage and murthw. 1540 
For if the saints are nam'd from blood, 
We only have made that title good ; 
And if it were but in our power, 
We should not scruple to do more, 
And not be half a soul behind 1545 

Of all dissentets of mankind. 

Rights quoth the voice, and as I scorn 
To be ungrateful, in return 
Of all those kind good offices, 
rU free you out of this distress, ' 1550 

And set you- down in safety, where 
It is no time to tell you here. 
The cock crows, and thjB mom growi on, 
When His decreed I. must be gone ; 
And if I leave you here till day, 1555 

You'll find it hard to get away. 

With that the spu-it grop'd about. 
To find Ih' enchanted hero out, 



nh- ?1* ^u" »hey return the excomrounibatlon Into th« 

iSS?'^' »*^«'« *« *""ed out a writ agaln«t iheSSwi 

1534. Excommunication, which deprives ml»ft^ 

krtjg member, of the vi.ibie church, and IbSSi^S 

Uvara them up to the devlJ. * lonaiuy 49- 
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PART in.— CANTO I. 221 

And try'd with haste to lift him up ; 

But found his forlorn hope, his crup, 15^ 

Unserviceable with kicks and blows, 

Receiv'd from hardenM-hearted foes. 

He thought to drag him by the heols,^ 

Like Gresham carts, with legs for wheiels ; 

But fear, that soonest cures ttiose sores 1565 

In danger of relapse to worse, 

Came m t^ assist hira with its aid^ 

And upjbis sinking vessel weighM. 

No sooner Was he fit to trudge. 

But both made ready to dislodge ; 1570 

The spirit hors'd hira like a sack 

Upon the vehicle his back ; 

j^jid bore him headlong into th^ hall, 

With some few rubs against the wall ; 

Where finding out-the postern lock'd, 1575 

And th' avenues as strongly blocked, 

H' attacked the window, stormM the glass. 

And in a moment gain'd the pass ; 

Thro^ which he dragged the worsted soldier's 

Fore-quarters out by th* head and shoulders ; 

And cautiously began to scout, 1581 

To find their fellow-cattle out 

Nor was it half a mijiute^s quest. 

Ere he retriev'd the champion's beast, 

Ty^d to a pale, instead of rack, 1585 

But ne'er a saddle on his back, 

Nor pistols at the- saddle-bow, 

Convey'd away the Lord knows how., 

He thought it was no time to- stay, 

And let the night too steal away ; 1590 

But in a trice advancM the Knight 

Upon the bare ridffe, bolt upri^ht,^ 

And groping out for Ralpho's jade, 

He found the saddle too was strayM, 

And in the place a lump of soap, 1595 

On which he speedily leapM up ; 

And turning to the gate the rem. 

He kickM and cud^llM on amain ; ^ 

While Hudibras, with equal haste, - 

On both sides laid about as fast, 1600 
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And ^purr'd, as jockies use, to breakr- 

Or padden to aeeure, a neck ; 

Where let ua leave ^eiu for a time. 

And to their churches tarn our rbymo $ 

To hold forth their dedining state, X&iS 

Which now come near an even rate. 



CANTO IL 

The saintfi engage in fierce contests 

About their carnal iiiteresta, 

1*0' share their Bacrilegious pr^fs, 

According to th«lr rates ot Grace : 

Their various frenzies to reform, 

When Cromwell leit them in a storm; 

Till in th' efiige of Rumps, the rabble 

Bum all their Grandees of the CabaS. -^ - 

The learned write, ah insect breeze 
Is but a monfirrel prince of bees, 
That falls before a storm on cows, 
And stiiigs the founders of his house ; 
From whose corrupted flesh that breed 5 

Of vetmifi did at first proceed : 
So, ere the storm of war broke out. 
Religion spawnM a various rout 
Of petulant capricious sects, 
The mag^t43 of corrupted texts, 10 

That first run all religion down, 
And after ev'ry swarm its own : 
For as the Persian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their sons, . 
That were incapable t' enjoy 15 

That empire any other way, / 

1. An insect breeze. Breezes often brlng^ aloD^; witt 
them great quantities af- insects, which some are of 
opinion are generated from viscous exhalations in tb« 
air ; but our author makes them proceed from a cow^s 
dung, and afterwards become a plague to that whence 
U received its original. 

13. The Magi were priests and philosopbera among 
the Persians, intrusted with the government both civil 
and ecclesiastic, much addicted to the observation of 
the stars. Zoroaster is reported to be their first author. 
They had this custonf among them, topreserve and eon' 
tlnue their families by incestuous copulation with their 
own motherti. Some are of npiniim ihai the three wise 
"^en that came out of the East to worslilp our Savkrar 
ere some of these. 
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So Presbyter begot the othe^ ' . 

Upon the Good Old Cause, his mother, 
Then bore them, like the deviPs dam, 
Whose son and husband are the same ; 99 

And yet no nat'ral tie of blood, ' 

Nor ijjtVest for the common good. 
Could, when their profits intorferM, 
Get quarter for eaeh other^s beard : 
For when thev thriv'd, they aeyer fiidgM, 96 
But only l^ the ears engaged ;• 
Like dogs that snarl about a bone, 
And play together when they Ve none ; 
As by their truest characters, 
Their constant actions, plainly appear^. 90 
iiebellion now began, for lack 
Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack; 
The Cause and Covenant to lessen. 
And Providence <o .b^ out of season : 
For now ikere was no more to purchAse 35 
C th' king V revenue and the churches, 
But aH divided, sharM, and gone, 
That usM to uige the brethiren on ; 
Which forcM the stubborn Vst for the Cause, 
To cross the oudgek to the laws, 40 

That what by blinking them th^ had gain'd. 
By their support raigl^ be maintain^ ; 
Like thieves, that in a hemp-plot lie, 
Secured against the hue-and-cry ; 
For Presbyter and Independent 45 

Were now turnM plaintiff and defendant; 
Laid out their apostolic functions 
On carnal orders and injunctions ; 
And all their precious gifts and graces 
On outlawries and scire facias ; 50 

At Michaers term- had many a trial. 
Worse than the draffon and St. Michad, 
Where thousands f^l, in shape of fees, 
Into the bottomless abyss. 
For when« like brethren, itaid like friends, 55 
They came to share their dividends, 

51. St Michael, an archang«l, mentioned In St ifdt^ 
E^tie, veoe 9. 
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And ey^ry partner to poseess 

His church and state joint-purchases, 

In which the aUest saintt and best, 

Was namM in trust by all the rest * W 

To pay their money, and, instead '^ 

Of evVy brother, pass the deedy 

He straight converted all his^tfls 

To pious frauds and holy shitu, 

Ana set|Jed all the other -shares ^ 

Upon his outward man and ^s heirs ;. i 

Held all they claimed as forfeit landr ' 

Delivered wp into his hands, 

And passM upon his conscience 

By pre-entail of Providence ; W 

Impe^chM ihe rest for reprobates, x ^ 

That had no titles to estates. 

But by their spiritual attaints 

Degraded from the right of saints. 

This b'ing reveal'd, they now begun 75 

With law and conscience to fall on, 

And laid about as hot and brain-sic|: 

As th' utter barrister of Swanswick ; 

EngagM with money-bags as bold 

As men with sand-bags did of old ; 80 

That brought the lawyers in more fees 

Than all unsanctifyM trustees ; 

Till he who had no more to show 

I' th' case received the overthrow ; 

Or, both sides having bad ihe worst, 55 

They parted as thej^ met at first. 

Poor Presbyter was now.reduc'd. 
Secluded, and cashier'd, and chous'd I 
Tum'd out, and excommuni(»te 
From all affairs of church and st^te ; 90 

ReformM t^ a reformado saint. 
And glad to turn itinerant, 
To stroll and- teach from town to town. 
And those he had taught up teach down, 

T7. Willlttm Prynn, of Lincoln's Inn, Bsq. bora M 
Bwanswick, who styled himself Utter Barrister, a rej 
warm person, and voluminous writor ; and after tM 
-•ration^ keeper of tlie records in the Towex. 
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And make those uses serve agen - 95 

Against the new-enlighten*d men, 

As fit as when at first they were 

KerealM against the Cavalier ; 

Damn Anabaptist and fanatic. 

As pat as popish and prelatic ; 100 

And with as little variation^ 

T^ serve for any sect i' th' nation. 

The Good Old Cause, which some believe 
To be ther deyil that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and does still invite 105 

The world to mischief with new Light, 
Had store of mopey in her purse 
^ben he took her for bett'r or worse ; 
-iJut now was grown defbrmM and poor, 
And fit to be turn'd out of door. 110 

The Independents (whose •first station 
Was in the rear of reformation, 
A mongrel kind of church dragoons, ' , 

That servM for horse and foot at once. 
And in the saddle of one steed 115 

The Saracen and Christian rid. 
Were free of ev'ry spiritual order. 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder) 
No sooner got the start to lurch 
Both discipunes of war, and church, 120 

And providence enough to run 
The cl\ief commanders of 'em down,^ 
But carry 'd on the war^ against 
The common enemy o' tn' saints, ^ , 
And in a while prevailed so far, ^ 135 

To win of them the game of war. 
And be at liberty once more 
T' attack themselves, as th' had before. 

For now there' was no foe in arms, 
T' unite their factions with alarms,. 130 

But all reducM and overcome. 
Except their worst, themselves at home, 
Wh' had compassM all they pray'd, and swore, 
' And fought, and preach'd, and plimderM for ; 
SubduM the nation, church, and state, 135 
And all thuigs but their laws and hate * 
L2 
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Bat when they came to treat and transact, 
And share the spoil of all th* had ransackt. 
To botch up what th^ had torn and rent, 
JEleligion and the government, 140 

They met no sooner, but prepared 
To pull down all the war had sparM ; 
Agreed in nothing but t' abolish. 
Subvert, extirpate, and demolish : 
For knaves and fools b'inff near of kin 145 
As Dutch Boors are t' a Sooterkin, 
Both' parties jotnM to do their best 
To damn tlie public interest, 
And herded only in consults. 
To put by one another's bolts ; 15ft 

' T' out cant the Babylonian labourers, "^^ 

Atall their dialecte of jabberers, . 
And tug at both ends of the saw. 
To tear down government and law. 
ForUs two cheats that play onegame, 155 
Are both defeated of their aim, ^ 

So those who play a game of state. 
And only cavil in debate, 
Although there's nothing lost or won, • 
The public business is undone ; 160 

Which still the longer 'tis in doing, 
Becomes the surer way to rnin. - 

This when the royalists percteiv'd 
(Who to their faith as firiply clcav'd, 
And ownM the right they had paid down 165 
So dearly for, the church and crown,) 
Th' united constanter, and sided ._ 
The more, tfie more their foes divided : | 

For though out-number'd, overthrown, 
And by the fate of war run down, 179 

Their duty never was defeated. 
Nor from their oaths and fiuth retreated ; 

146. It is reported of tbe Dutch women, that makfaig 
so great a use of stoves, and often putttng them imaer . 
their peuicoeiTs, they engender a kind of ugly monster, 
"""'ich iscalied a Sooterkin. 

'. At the building of tlie Tower of Babel, wImb 
ade the confusion of languages. 
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-For loyalty is still the same. 
Whether it win or lose the game ; 
True as the dial to the sun, 175 

Although it bo not shin d upon. 
But when these brethren in evil, 
Their adversaries, and the devil. 
Began once more to shew them play, 
And hopes, at least, to have a day« 180 

They rallyM in parades of woods« 
And unfrequented solitudes ; 
Conven'd^at midnight in outhouses^ 
T' appoint new-rising rendezvouises. 
And, with a pertinacy unmatchM, 18S 

JPor new recruits of dfabger watchM. i 
>^o sooner was one blow diverted, 
Jiut up another party started; 
And, as if nature too, in haste 
To furnish out supplies as fast, 190 

Before her time, had tumM destruction 
T* a new and numerous production. 
No sooner those were overcome. 
But up rose others in their room, 
Thttt, like the Christian faith, increast 195 
The more, the more they were supprest : 
Whom neither chains nor transportation, 
Proscription, sale, or confiscation, 
Nor all the desperate, events 
Of former try 'd experiments, 900 

Nor wounds could terrify, nor mangling. 
To leave off loyalty and dangling ; 
Nor death (with all his bones) amiffht 
From vent'ring to maintain the right. 
From staking life and fortune down , 205 

'Gainst all together, for the erown ; 
But kept the title of their cause . 
From forfetture,'like claims in laws : 
And prov'd no prospVous usurpatidh 
Can ever settle in the nation ; 810 * 

Until, in spite offeree and treason. 
They put their loyalty in possession ; 
Aiid, by their constancy and faith, 
DeititroyM the mighty men of Gath. 
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TotlM in a fbrious hurricane, S15 

Did Oliver s^ve up iiis reign ; 
And was beliey^d, as well By saints 
As mortal men and miscreants, 
To founder in the Styfipan. ferry. 
Until ,he was retrieY^d oy Sterry ; 99(> 

Who, in a ftdse erroneous dreain, 
lifiBtook the New Jomsalem 
Profanely forth' apocryphal 
False Heaven at the end o' th' hall ; 
Whither it was decreed by fate 9S5 

His precious reliques to translate. 
So Romulus was seen before 
B' as orthodox a senator, ^ 

From whose divine illumination 'V 

He stole the Pagan revelation. fXSO 

Next him his son and heur apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent ; 
Who first laid by the Parliament, 
The only crut(^ on which he leant ; 

215. At Oliver's deftth was a most furious tempefl, 
such ai bad not been known in the memory of man, or 
bard I V ever recorded to have been h> tbis nation. • 

This Sterry reported sometbkig ridiculously fabuleat 
concerning Oliver, not unlilce what Proculua did of 
Romulus. 

S24. After the Restoration, Oliver's body was dugnp, 
and his head set at the farther end of Weetmiosterfaall, 
near which place there i» a house of entertainment, 
which is commonly known by the name of Heaven. 

227. A Roman senator, whose name was Proculus,aDd 
much beloved by Romulus, made oath before the senate* 
that this prince appeared to him after his death, and 

Eredicted the future grandeur of that city, promising to 
e protector of it ; and expressly charged hhon that be 
should be adored under ihe name of Qulrlnus ; and be 
bad his temple on Mount duirinale. 

231. Oliver's eldest son Richard was, by him before 
bisdeath, declared his successor; and, by order of privy- 
council, proclaimed Lord Pri>tect(^r, and received the 
compliments of congratulation and condolence, at the 
same time, from the lord mayor and court of aMermen; 
and addresses were presented to him from all mus of 
i«^"^*i°"' promising to stand by him with their Uvei 
and fortunes. He summon«-d a parliament to meet at 
Wesiinlnster, which recognised him Lord ProtSton 
2Uli:i''^*'*'"*""*^f' f^«e^«o<»»Dc«borouRh MdS 
JJrt[«»n.. manage! affair. «,, tWt he wJf'owSidS 
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And then sunk underneath the state, 235 

rrhat rode him above horsemen's weight. 
And now the saints began their reign, 
"For which th' had yeamM so long in vam, 
And felt such bowel-hankerings, 
To see an empire all of klfigSv 940 

Deliyer'd irom the Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law, ^ 
Ana free V erect what spiritual cantons 
Shoold be reveal'd, or gospel Hans-Towns, 
To edify upon the ruins 245 

Of John of Leyden's old out-goings ; 
Who for a weather-cock hung up, 
^TJpon the mother church's top : 
ffjVas made a type, by Providence, 
Of all their revelations since; « ' 250 

And now fulfiUM by his successors. 
Who equally mistook their measures : 
For when they carae to shapj» the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle'; 
But found theur light and gifts more wide 255 
From fadging tharf th' imsanctify'd ; 
WWle ev'ry individual brother 
Strove hand to fist against another ; 
And still ihfi maddest, and most crackt. 
Were found the busiest to transact : 260 

For though most hands dispatch apace. 
And make light wprk (the proverb says,) 
Yet many different intellects 
-Are found t' have contrary effects ; 

345. John of Leyden, whose name was Buekhold, wis 
a butcher of the same place, but a crafty, eloquent, and 
seditious fellow,. and one of those called Anabaptists. 
He went and set up at Munster, wherej-wlth Knipper- 
'doIHng, and others of ihe same faction, they spread their' 
abominable errors, and ran about the streets in enthu- , 
siastical raptures, crying, ' Repent, and be baptized ;' 
pronouncing dismal woes against all those that would 
not embrace their tenets. About the year 1533, they 
broke out into an ofien insurrection, and seized the pa- 
lace and magazines, and grew so formidable^ that it was 
very dangerous for th««e who were not of their persua- 
■ion to dwell in Munster ; but at length he and his uso- 
ciates being subdued and taken, he was executed at 
Maniter, and had his flesh pulled off bM two execuUoo- 
trs, with red-hot pincers for the spates of wa, pour, awt 
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Thf t*?o^«^^^ ^demeath the state, 

And «l3i^ above horsemen's weight. 
FiM^ wL^^u^iH^f ^'""^ ^e^^ their rei|n, 
AndTiji^ ^u ?*^ y^^^ ^ Jong ia vidn. 
And felt such bowel-hankerings, 
lojee an^mpire all of kings, 
^liverM from the EgyptiaS Ue 
A i"®**<^®» government, and law, 
a? V?? *' ®'*®^* ^l**' spiritual cantons 
»hoxi\d be revealM, or gospel Hans-Towns, 
lo edify upon the ruins 
W John of Ley den's old out-goings ; 
Who tor a weather-cock hung up7 
.^pon the mother church's top : 
''^as made a type, by Providence, 
Of Wi their revelations since ; , ' 250 

And now fulfiUM by his successors. 
Who equally mistook their measures : 
YoT when they cansie to shape the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle'; 
But found their light and gifts more wide 955 
Froni fadfifingr thall th' unsanctifyM ; 
WWle ev ry individual brother 
Strove hand to fist against another ; 
And still the maddest, and most crackt, 
"Were found the busiest to transact : 3$Q 

"~ ■ though most hands dispatch apace, 
imake light work (the proverb i^i^ 
•nany diff'rent intellects 
und V have contrary e 
^•-TofLeyiien, whosenui 
'4be same place, bmm 
<9,.and one of " 
*upBt Mwm 
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And many heftds t^ obstruct intri|rQe8, 965 
As slowest insects have most legs, » 

Some were for setting up a kmg ; 
But. all the rest for no sucii thing, 
Unless King Jesus. - Others tamperM 
For J'leetwood, Desborough, and Lambert ; 370 
Some for the Rump, and some, more craflj, 
For Agitators, and the safety ; 
Some for the gospel, and massacres 
Of spiritual amdavit-makers^ 
That swore to any.human regence 375 

Oaths of supremacy and allowance; ' 
Tea, though the ablest sweanng saint 
That voucird the bulls o' the Covenant : ^ 
Others for pulling down th^ high places M 

Of synods and provincial classes, 980 

That usM to make such hostile inroads 
Upon the saints, like bloody Nimrods : 
Some for fulfilling prophecies. 
And th* extirpation of th' excise ; 
And some against th' Egyptian bondage 285 
Of holy-days, and paying poundage : 
Some for the cutting down of groves. 
And rectifying bakers'* loaves ; 
And some for finding out expedients 
Against the slavVy of obedience: 390 

Some were for gospel jninisters. 
And some for red-coat seculars. 
As men most fit t' hold forth the word. 
And wield the one and th' other sword : 
Some were for carrying on the worlr 295 

Against the Pope, and some the Turk : 
Some for engaging to suppress 
The Camisado of surplices. 
That gjfls and dispensations hindered, 
And turned to th' outward man the inward ; 300 
More proper for the cloudy night . ^ 

Of popery than gospel light : 
Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring. 
With which th' unsanctify'd bridegroom 305 
^ Is many'd only to a thumb 
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(Ai wise as rii^^g ofa pig, 
jTbat usM to b.reak up ground, and dig ;) 
The bride to nothing but her will. 
That nulls the after-marriage still : 310 

Some were for th' utter extirpation 
Of linsey-woolsey in the nation ; 
And some ag&iiist all idolizing * 

The cross in shop-books, or baptizing ; 
Others to jnake all things recant 315 

.The Christian or surname of saint. 
And force ail churches, streets, .and towns, 
Hie holy title to renounce : 
Some 'gainst a third estate of souls, 
^» :And bringing down the price of coals : 390 
^**^jfeome for abolishing black-pudding. 
And eating nothing with the blood in ; 
To ab];ogate them roots and branches ; 
While othecs Were for eating haunches 
Of warriors, and, now and then, 325 

The flesh of kings and mighty men ; 
And some for breaking of their bones ^ 
^With rods of ir'n, by secret ones ; 
For thrashing mountains, and with spells 
For hallowingr carriers' packs and bells : 330 
Things that uie legend never heard of, 
'But made the wicked sore afeat'd of. v 
' The quacks of ffovemment (who sate 
At th' unregarded helm of state. 
And understood thi^ wild confusion 335 

Of fatal madne^ and delusion. 
Must, sooner than a prodigy. 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Cbnsider'd timeljr how t' withdraw,- 
And save their wind-pipes from the law ; 340 ' 
For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all th' had 'scap'd in war ; 
And therefore met In consultation. 
To cant and quack upon, the nation ; 
Not for the sickly patient's sake ; 345 

Nor what to give but What to take ; 
To fbel the milses of their fefBS, 
More wise than fumbling arteries ; 
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Prolong the muff of life in pain, 

And &om the grtive recover^Gaia. 950 

'Mong these there was a poMdan 
With more heads than a beast in yinon* 
And more intrigues in evW one 
Than all the whoree of Babylon; 
So politic, as if one eye * 355 

Upon the other were a spy, 
That, to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both strove to blink ; 
And in his dark pragmatic way. 
As busy as a child at^ play. 3G0 

H^ had seen three governments ran down, 
And had a hand in ev*ry one; i ' 

Was for 'em and against 'em all, \ 

But barbVous when they came to fall : 
For, by trepanning th' did to ruin, 365 

He made his interest with the new one ; 
Play'd true and futh^, though against 
His conscience, and was still advanc'd : 
For by the witchcraft of rebellion ' 
TransformM t' a feeble state-camelion, 370 
By giving aim from side to side. 
He never fail'd to save his tide, 
But got the start of ev'ry state. 
And at a change ne'er came too late; 
Could turn his word, and oath, and fkith, 37S 
A^ many ways as in a lathe ; 
By turhmg,' wriggle, like a screwy 
Int' highest trust, and out, for new : 
For wfien h' had happily incurr'd. 
Instead of hemp, to he preferf'd, . 380 

And pass'd upon a government, 
He piay'd his trick, and out he went; 
But bemg out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, ' . 
Would strive to raise himself upon _ 385 

The public ruin, and his own ; 
So little did he understand 
The desp'rate feats he took in hand, 
351. Thia waa the famous E. of S. who was endued 

S'£,Ko/;j^2j/rn? 
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For when h' bad got himself a name 
B*<Mr fraud and tricks, he spoiled his game ; 390 
Had forc*d his neck into a noose. 
To show his play at fast and loose ; 
And when he chancM t' escape, mistook, 
For art and subtlety, his luck. 
So right his judgment was cut fit, 395 

And made, a tally to his wit, 
And both together most profound 
At deeds of darkness under-ground ; ^ 

Ak th^ earth is easiest underminM 
Bj vermin impotent and blind. 400 

^ By all these arts, and many mor^ 
"TtV had practised long and much before, 
Oif state artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw : 
For as old. sinners have alj points 405 

C th' compass in their bones and joints, 
Can by their pangs and aches find 

AU turns and changes of the wind. 

And better than by Napier^s bones 

Feel in their own the age of moons ; 410 

So guilty sinners in a state ^ 

Can by their crimes prognosticate. 

And in their consciences feel pain 

Some days before a show'r of rain : 

He therefore wisely cast about, 415 

All ways he could, t' enspre his throat ; 

And hither came, V observe and smoke 

What courses other riskers took ; 

And to the utmost do his best 

To save himself, and hang the rest. 420 - 

To match this saint, there was another 

As busy and perverse a brother, 

A haberdasher of small wares 

In politics and stat^ afiairs : 

409. Tbe famous Lord Napier, of Scotland, the first 
inveotor of logarithms, contrived also a set of square 
pieces, with numbers on them, made generally of ivory 
(whicli perform arithmetical and geometrical calcula- 
^Mis,) and are commonly called Napier's bones. 

^1. Tbe great Colonel John Liiboum, whose tcial Is 
^ti lemarlcable, and, i^eU known at this time. 
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More Jew thaik Rabbi Ach^topbel, 

And better giaed to rebel : 

For' when h^had UUght his tribe to 'iq 

The Cause, nXoiU «pon oo® houne* 

He Bcorn'd to set bis own in order. 

But try'd another, and went farther ; 430 

80 suddenly addicted still 

'To 's only principle, his will. 

That whatsoe'er it chanc'd to prove. 

Nor force of argument could move, 

Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'bom, - 435 

Could render half a grain less stubbcwni; 

-For he at any time would hang .^^ 

For th' opportunity t' harangue; 

And rather on a gibbet dangle, . X 

Than miss his dear delight, to wrangle ;- 440 

In which his parts were so accomplisht, 

That, right or wrong, be ne'er was nimplust ; 

But still his tongue ran on, the less 

Ofweight it bore, with greater ease, 

And with its everlasting dack 444 

Set all men's ears upon the rack. 

No sooner could a hint appear. 

But up he started to pio^ueer, 

And made the stoutest yield to mer(^, 

"When he engaged in controversy : 45© 

Not by the force of carnal reason. 

But indefatigable teasing ; 

With voUies of eternal babble. 

And clamour, more unanswerable : 

For though his topics frail and weak, 45$ 

Could ne^er amount above a freak. 

He still maintain'd 'em, like his faults, 

^ Against the desp'ratest assaults ; 
And back'd their feeble want of sense 
With greater heat and conidence ; 4w 

As bones of Hectors, when they diflfer, 
The more they're cudgelPd, grow the stimr. 
Yet when ^is profit moderate, 
The fury of his heat abated ; 
For nothing but his interest 46» 

''oul^ lay his devil of contest. 
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It wiw his choice, or chance, or cone, 
T' espouse the cause fdr better or wone, 
And with his worldly goods and wit, 
And soui and body worshipped it : 470 

Bat when he found the sullen trapes 
Possessed witfi the devil, worms, and claps, 
The Trojan mare in foal, with Greeks, 
Not half so full of jadish tricks, 
Though squeamish in her outwaixi woman, 475 
As loose^and rampant as Doll Common, 
He stUl resolvM to mend the matter, 
T' adhere and cleave the obstinater ; . 
,And still the skittisher and4ooser 
Her freaks appeared to sit the closer : 480 

For fools are stubborn in their way. 
As coin? are harden-d by th' allay ; 
And obstinsCcy's ne'er so stiff 
As when 'tis m a wrong belief. ' 
These two, with others, being met, 485 

And close in consultation set. 
After a discontented pause. 
And not without sufficient cause. 
The orator we nam'd of late, 
Less troubled with the pangs of state 490 

Than with his own impatience. 
To give himself first audience, 
After he had a while look'd wife. 
At last broke silence, and the ice. 

Quoth he, There's nothing makes me doubt 
Our last outgoings brought about, 496 

More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears 
Not feign 'd, as once, but sadly horrid, 
Scor'd upon ev'ry member's rorehead ; 500 

.» 473. Afler the Grecians bad spent ten yean Id the 
eiege of Troy, without the least prospect of success, they 
bethought of a ntratagem, and made a wooden horse 
capable of containing a considerable number of armed 
men.: this they ailed with tli6 choicest of their army, 
aod then pretended to raise the siege ; upon which the 
credulous Trojans made a breach in the walls of the 
elty to brfng in this fatal plunder ; but when it was 
brought in, the inclosed herons soon appeared, andiP*^ 
Idling the city, the rest entered in at the breach. 
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Who, 'cause the clouds are drawn toother, 

And threaten sudden chan^ of weatuer. 

Feel pan£8 and aches of state-turns, 

And rev(3utions in their corns ; 

And, since our workings-out are crossM, 505 

Throw up the cause before Ws lost. 

"Was it to run away we meant, 

When, taking of the Covenant, 

The lamest cripples of the brothers 

Took oaths to run before all others, 510 

But in their own sense only swore 

To strive to run away before ; 

And now would prove that words and oath 

Engage us to renounce them both f 

'Tis true, the cause is in the lurch, 515^ 

Between a right and mongrel-church : 

The Presbvter and Independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end on't ; 

As 'twas made out to us the last 

Expedient — (I mean MargVet's Fast,) ' 520 

When Providence had been subom'd 

What answer was to be return^ : 

Else why should tumults fright us now. 

We have so many times gone through, 

And understand as well to tame, • 535 

As when they serve our turns t' inflame? 

Have prov'd how inconsiderable 

Are all enga^^ements of the rabble. 

Whose frenzies must be reconciPd, 

With drums and rattles, like a child ; 530 

But never prov'd so prosperous. 

As when they were led on by us : 

For all our scourgiog of religion 

jtegan with tumult land sedition : 

When^ karricanes of fierce commotion 535 

Became strong motives to devotion 

(As carnal seamen in a storm. 

Turn pious coaverts, and reform ;) 

When rusty "weapons, with chalkM edges, 

Maintain'd our feeble privileges ; 540 

=^. That parliament used to have public fasts kept 
Mar|iaret*s Church, Westminster, as is done to 
-lenttime. 
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And brown-bills )evy*d in the citj. 
Made bills to pass the grand committee ; 
When zeal, with a^ed clubs and gleaves, 
Gave chase to rochets and white sleeves, 
And made the cHurch, and state, and laws, 545 
Submit t' old iron and the cause. 
And as we thrived by tumults then, 
So miffht we better now agen. 
If we knew how, as then we did. 
To use them rightly in our need : 550 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 
Betray theniselves instead of us. 
The hollowrhearted, disaffected. 
And close malignant, are detected, 
-Who lay their fives and fortunes down 555 
For pledges to secure our own;. 
And freely sacrifice their ears 
T' appease our jealousies and fears : 
And yet for all these providences 
W' are offered, if we had our senses, 560 

We idly sit like stupid blockheads, 
Our hands committed to our pockets ; 
And nothing but our tongues at large. 
To get the wretches a discharge ; 
Like men condemned to thunder-bolts, ' 565 
Who, ere the bfow, become mere dolts ; 
Or fools besotted with their crimes. 
That know not how to shift betimes. 
And neither have the hearts to stay. 
Nor wit enough to run away ; 570 

Who, if we could resolve on either. 
Might stand or fall at least together ; 
No mean or trivial solaces 
To partners in extreme distress ; 
Who used to lessen their despairs, $75 

By parting them int' equal shares ; 
As if the more they were to bear. 
They felt the weight the easier ; 
And ev'ry one the gentler hung. 
The more he took bis turn among. 580 

But ^tis not come to that, as yet, 
If we had courage left, or wit ; 
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Who, when oar &te can be no wone, 
Ajre. fitted for the bravest course;^ 
Have time to rally, and prepare 589 

Our last and best defence, despair: 
Despair, by which the gallant*st feats . 
Have been achieved in greatest straits, 
And horrid^st danger safely wav*d. 
By being courageously outbraved; 500 

As wounds bv wider wounds are healed, 
And poisons bjr themselves expellM ; 
And so they might be now a^en, 
if we were, what weshould be, men ; 
And not so dully desperate, 59S 

To side against ourselves with fate ; 
As criminals, condemned to sufier. 
Are blinded first, and then tumM oyer. 
This comes of breaking covdhants, 
And setting up ezaunts of saints, 600 

That fine, uke aldermen, for grace. 
To be ex^iisM the efficace : 
For spiritual men are too transcendent. 
That ftipunt their banks for Independent, 
, To hang like Mahomet i* th* air^ 605 

Or St. Qfnatius at his prayer, 
By pure geometry, and hate 
Dependence upon church or ^te ; 
Disdain the pedantry o* th' letter ; 
And since obedience is better 610 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifice. 
Presume the less onH will sufiSce ; 
And scorn to have the moderat^st stints 
PrescribM their peremptory hints, 
Or any opinion, true or false, 615 

DeclarM^es such, in doctrinals; 

605. It Is reported of Mahomet, the great impostor, 

that having built a mosque, the roof whereof was of 

loadstone, and ordering his corpse, when he was dead, 

to be put into an iron coffin, and brought Into that plaoe, 

the loadstone sdon attracted it near the top, wowe it 

still hangs in the air. 

No less fabulous is what the legends^ays of Lsnatlu 

~^oIa, that his zeal and devotion transportCMl film so, 

%t his prayers he has ptien seen to be raised ttom 

>und for some considerable time together. 
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But left at large to make the^ best mi, 

Without h^ins cali'd t* account or ^estion : 

Loterpret all die spleen reyeak, 

Ab Whittington explained the bells ; G20 

And bid themselves turn back agen 

Lord Mayors of New Jerusalem ; 

But look so big and oyer-grown, 

Thej acorn their edifiers r own, 

Who taught them all their qprinkling lessont, 

Their tones, and sanctified ezpresston^; 686 

BestowM their gifts upon a saint, 

Like charity on those that want; 

And leamM th' apocryphal bigots 

T' inspire themsehres with short-hand notes ; 

For which they scorn and hate them worse 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders. 

For who first bred them up to pray, 

And teach the House of Commons' way? 

Where had they all their gided phrases, 635 

But from our Calamys and Cases? 

Without whose sprinkUng and sowing. 

Who e'er had heard of Nye or Owen? 

Their dispensations had been stifled, ' 

But for our Adoniram Byfield ; ^ 640 

And had they not be^un the war, 

Th' had ne'er been sainted, as they are : 

Fob saints in peace degenerate. 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts like standing water, 645 

In th' intervals of war and slaughter; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge. 

Without the power of sacrilege. 

And thou|ji uiey Ve tricks to cast their sins 

As easy as serpents do their skins, 650 

That in a while grow out agen. 

In peace they turn mere carnal men. 

And, from the most refinM of saints. 

As naturally grow miscreants, ^ 

As barnacles turn Soland geese* 655 . 

In th' Islands of the Orcades. 

650. Nataralists report, that snakes, serpents, A;c. 
east their skins every year. 
055. It is said that in the Islands of the Orcades. *- 
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Their dispenntioo^s but a ticket. 
For their confonning to the wicked : 
With whom the greateet difierence 
Liea more in woras, and show, than i 
For as the Pope, that keeps the gate ' 

Of heaven, wears three crowns of state, 
80 he that keeps the-gate of hell. 
Proud Cerberuk, wears three heads as well : 
And if the world has any troth, 66S 

Some have been canonizM in both. 
But that which does them greatest hann« 
Their spiritaal gizzards are too warm, 
Which puts the overheated sots 
In fevers still, like other goats. 670 j 

For though the whore b^ds heretic^ 
With flames of fire, like crooked sticks, 
Our schismatics so vastly differ, 
Th' hotter th' are, they grow the stiffer ; 
Still setting off their spiritual jpoo^ 675 

With fierce and pertinacious feuds. 
For zeal's a dreadful termagant. 
That teaches saints to tear and rant, 
And Independents to profess 
The doctrines of dependences; 680 

- Turns meek, and secret, sneakiittf ones. 
To raw-heads fierce and bloody bones : 
And, not content with endless quarreb 
Affainst the wicked Aad their morals. 
The Gibellines, for want of Guelphs, 685 

Divert their rage upon themselves. 
For now the war is not between 
The brethren and the men of sin. 
But saint and saint, to spill the blood 
Of one anotheir^s brotherhood : 690 

Where neither side can lay pretence 
To liberty of conscience, 

Scotland, there are trees which bear these bamacles* 
which dropping olTinto the water, receive life, and be* 
come those birds called Soland geese. 

663. The poets feign the dog Cerbems, that is tlM 
porter of hell to have three hea<ite. 

685. Two great factions in Italy, distingaithed bv 
tbA«A n«m«i. whi^ miserably distracted and wMtodIt 
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Or zealous suffering for the causer 

To gain, one groat^ worth' of applause ; 

For thouffh endurM with resolution, €9 

•Twill ne^Br amount to persecution. 

Shall precious saints and secret ones, 

Break one anotlier's outward bones. 

And eat the flesh of brethren, 

Instead of kin^ and mighty men ? ' 700 

When fiends a^ree among themselyes. 

Shall they be £und the greatest elves? 

When Bel's at union wiui the Dragon, . 

And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 

When savag<) bears agree with betas, 705 

Shall secret ones lug saints by th' ears. 

And not atone their fatal wrath, 

When common danger threatens both ? 

Shall mastiffs, by the collar pulPd, 

En?agM with bulls, let go their hc^d, 710 

And saints, whose necks are pawned at stake. 

No notice of the danger-take? 

Bat though no pow'r of heav'n or hell 

Can paci^ ftinatic zeal, 

Who would not guess there might be hopes, 715 

"Hie fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their e^es, might reconcile 

•Their animosities a jvhile; 

At least until they, 'd a clear stage. 

And equal freedom to engage, 790 

Without the danger of surprise 

By both our common ,en$mies? 

This none but we alone could doubt. 
Who understand their working-out. 
And know them, both in soul and conscience, 
Giv'n up t' as reprobate a nonsense 726 

^s spiritual outlaws, whom the pow'r 
Of mifade can ne'er restore : 
We, ii^hom at first they set up under, 
In revelation only of plunder, .730 

Who since have had so many trials 
Of their encroaching self-denials, . 
That rook'd upon us with design 
To out-reform, and undermine; 
M 
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Took all our interMt and oommftiida 735 

Per^dioudy out of our hands \ 
IdyoIvM us in the guilt of blood 
Without the motive g&in^s allowed, 
And made us serve as ministerial, 
Like younger sons of Father Belial ; 740 

And yet, for all th' inhuman wrong 
Th' bad done us and the cause so long. 
We never failM to carry on 
The work still as we had besua ; 
But true and fiuthfully obeyed, 715 

And neither preachM them hurt, nor prayM; 
Nor troubled them to crop our ears, 
Nor hong us, like the eavaliera ; 
NcHT put them to the charge of ^raols. 
To find us pillories and oarts^ tads, 750 

Or hangmen^s wages, which the state 
Was forc'd (before them) to be at ; 
. That cut, like tallies, to the stumps. 
Our ears for keeping true acoompts, 
And burnt our vessels, like a new S6 

Seal'd peck, or bushel, for bHnff true ; . 
But hand In hand, like foithful brothers, 
Held for the cause against all others, 
Disdaining equallv to yield 
One syllable of what we held. 760 

And though we difierM now and then 
'Bout outward things, and outward men. 
Our inward men and constant firame 
Of spirit, still were near the same ; 
And, till they first began to cant 765 

And sprinkle down the Coyenaat, 
We ne'er had call in any place. 
Nor dreamM of teaching down fi-ee grace. 
But joinM our gifts perpetually 
Affamst the common enemy, 770 

Although 'twas ours and their opinion, 
Each other's church was but a nimmon ; 
And yet, for all this gosnel-union. 
And outward show of church-communion. 
They'll ne'er admit ua to our shares . 775 

Of ruling church or state affair^ ; 



by Google 



PART ra-^-CANTO n. 943 

Nor give fu leave t' absolve, or sentence 
T' our own conditions of repentance^ 
But sharM oar dividend o' th^ crown 
We had so painfully {nreachM down ; 780 

And forc'd as, though' against jLhe grain, 
T' have calls to teach it up again : 
For twas but justice to restore 
The wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 
And when 'twas held forth in our way 785 
W had been ungrateful not to pay ; 
Who, for the right w' have done nation. 
Have eam'd our temporal salvation ; 
And put oar vessels in a way 
Once more to come again in play. 790 

For if the turning of us out 
'Has brought this providence about, 
And that our only suffering 
Is able to bring in the king, ^ 

What would our actions not have done, 795 
Had we been sufferM to go on ? 
. And therefore may pretend t' a share. 
At least, in carrying on th' affiiir. 
But whether that be so, or not, 
W' have done enough to have it thought ; 800 
And that's a&good as if w' had done % 
And easier pass'd upon account : 
For if it be but half deny'd, 
'Tis half as good akjustify'd. 
The world is nat'raliy averse 805 

To all the truth it sees or hears ; 
But swallows nonsense, and a lie, 
With greediness and gluttony ; 
And though it haye (he pique, and long, ^ 
Tis still for something in the wrong ; .810 
As women long, when they're with child, 
For things extravagant and wild ; 
For meats ridiculous and fulsome, 
But seldom any thing that's wholespme; 
^ And, like the world, men's jobbernoles 815 
Turn round upon their ears, the poles. 
And what they tg confidently told. 
By no sense else can be controU'd. 
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And we more ready and eiperi 
rth' mystery to do our part^ 

Wd f""-^" ^°Sd fi^t down 

Trepann'd the »t»^™of „„, own; 

With ploU and V'°iyrj,, fi-t 

And i?we did each feate ?^^';,„,d? 

What can ^'J^^^^^ 835 

Who have a «;?•' •'^^2»We*, Jlow'd; 
Than sinners evethemaeiT, 

And therefore »'''e>'** .^S . 

On fairest terms, <""^^^^o. 

To which St WM reveal dton|«n ^ 

We were "^'i^l^o^i ft^icomon. 
When three samto ears ""^i" 
ThVcauw's primitive cpnfeMMB, 

EHng crucif/d. the nation ^wd 
In just so many years of Wood, 
That, multiply d by six, exprest 
ThfpSt number of the Wt, 
And prov'd that we most be the men 

cSmX the thorough Refomiation : 8M 
Vrwho have gifts to carry on 

l«te horrid rebalUoa « 
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Who, when the cause is in distress. 
Can furnish out what sums they please, 860 
That brooding He in bankers' hkn^sT' ^ 
To be dispos'd at their commands; 
And daily mcrease and multiply 
With doctrine, use, and usury : ' 
Can fetch in parties (as in war 865 

All other heads of cattle are) 
From th' enemy of all religions, 
As well as high and low conditions, 
And share them, from blue ribands, down 
- To all blue aprons in the town ; 870 

From ladies hurried in calleches, 
With cor'nets at their foT)tmen's breeches. 
To bawds as fat as Mother Nab, 
All guts affij belly, like a crab. . 

Our party's great, and better ty'd 875 

With oaths and trade than any side ; 
Has one considerable improvement. 
To double fortify the Covenant ; 
I mean our Covenant to purchase 
Delinquents' titles, and the churches : " 880 
That pass in sale, from hand to hand, 
Among ourselves, for current land. 
And rise or fall, like Indian actions, 
According to the rate of factions ; 
Our best reserve for Reformation, - 885 

When new out-ffoings ^ivc occasion ; 
That keeps the loins ofbrethrcn girt 
The Covenant (their creed) t' assert ; ' 
And when th' have pack'd a Parliament, 
Will once more try th' expedient : a^O 

Who can already muster friends. 
To serve for members, to our ends. 
That represent no part o' th' nation. 
But Fisher's-Folly congregation ; 
Are only tools to our intrigues, 895 

And sit like |reese to hatch our eggs ; 
Who, bv their precedents of wit, 
T* out-fast, out-loiter, and out-sit, 

894. Fisher's Polly was where Devonshire- Square 
now stands, and was a great place of consultation In 
tlKNie days. 
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Can order matten underband, 
To put all bua'neM to a Btaiid ; $00 

Lay public bills aside for private. 
And make 'em one another drive out ; 
Divert the great and necessary, 
With trifles to contest and vary ; 
And make the nation Tepresent, 905' 

And serve for us in Parliament; 
Cut out more work than can be done 
In Plato's year, but finish none, ' 
Unless it be the Bulls of Lenthal, ' 
That always passed for fundamental ; 910 

Can set up grandee 'gainst grandee. 
To squander time away, and band;^ : 
Make Lords and Commoners lay sieges 
•To one another^s privileges. 
And, rather than compound the quarrel, 915 
Engage, to th' inevitablo peril 
Of both their ruins, th' only scope 
And consolation of our hope ; 
Who though we do not pla,y the game, 
Assist as much by giving aim ; 920 

Can introduce our ancient arts. 
For heads of factions t' act thei^ parts; 
Know what a leading voice is worth, 
A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 
How much ax^asUng voice comes to, 925 

That turns up trum p of ay, or no t . 
And, by adjusting all at th' end, 
Share ev'ry one his dividend : 
An art thafr^o much study cost. 
And now 's in daiiger to be lost, 930 

Unless our ancient virtuosos. 
That found it out, get into th' Houses. 
These are the courses that we took 
To carry things by hook or crook ; 
And practised down from forty-four, _ 935 
Until they tum'd us out of door : 
Besides the herds of Bontefeus 
We set oa work without the House, 

907. Plato's vear, or the grand rerolutlon of tbe en 
tlr« machiqe of the world, was accounted 4900 jmn. 
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IVhea evW kni^t and cflizen^ 

Kept legis(ativ6 journeymen, ' 940 

To hiine them in intelligence 

ji^rom afl pointa, of the rabble^q sense, 

And fill the lobbies of both Houses 

With politic important buzzes ; 

Set up committees of cabals, 945 

To pack designs without the walk ; 

Examine, and draw up all news, 

And fit it to our present use : 

Agree upon the plot o* th' farce, 

And ev^ry one his part rehearse ; 950 

Make Q's of answers, to waylay . 

What t^ other party's like to say ; 

What repartees ahd smart reflections, 

Shall be retumM to all objections; 

And who ishall break the master-jest, 955 

And What, and how, upon thej^st: 

Help pamphlets out, with safe editions, 
, Of proper slanders and seditions, 

And treason for a t(^en send. 

By letter to a country friend ; 960 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit 

That men, Iike^b^rgIary, commit; 

Wit falser than a padder's face. 

That all its owner does betrays ; 

Who therefore dares not trust it when 965 

He's in his calling to be seen ; 

Disperse the dung on barren earth, 

To bring new w^ds of discord forth ; 

Be sure to keep up congregations, 

In spite of laws and prodamations ; 970 

For charlatans can do no good 
' 'Tntil they *re mounted in a crowd ; 

And when t^ev 're punish'd, all the hurt 

f s but to fare the better for 't ; 

As lonff as confessors are sure * 975 

Of douole pay for all th' endure. 

And what they earn in persecution, 
' Are paid t' a groat in <M>ntribution ; 

Whence some tub-holders-forth have made 

In powd'nng-tubs their richest trade ; 980 ' 
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And, wlule they kept their shops m i 

Haye found their prices str^gely risen : 

Disdain to own the least regret 

For all the Christian blood w* have let ; 

Twill «ave onr credit, and maintain 985 

Our title to do so again ; 

That needs not cost one dram of sense. 

But pertinacious impudence. 

Oar constant^ t' o«r principles. 

In time will wear out all things dse ; 990 

Like marble statues rubbed in pieces 

With gallantry of pilgrims^ kisses ; 

While those who turn and wind their oaths 

Have sweird and sunk, like other froths; 

PrevailM a while, but Hwas not long 995 

Before from, worid to world they swung. 

As they had tum'd from side to side ; 

And as the chan^lings liv'd, they dy'd. 

This said, th' mipatient states-monger 
Could now contain himself no lon^r ; 1000 
Who had not spar*4 to shew his piques 
Against th' haranmier's politics. 
With smart remarks of leering &ces. 
And annotations of grimaces. 
After h' had administered a dose 1005 

Of snuflT mftmdungas .to his nose, 
And powdered th' inside of his skull, 
Instead of th' dutward jobbernol, 
lie shook it with a scornful look 
On th' adversary, and thus he spoke: 1010 

In dressing a calPs head, although 
The tongue and brains together go^ 
Both keep so great a distance here, 
'Tis strange ifever they come near ; 
For who £d ever play his gambols 1015 

With such insufierable rambles. 
To makg the brining in the king, 
And keeping of bim out, one thin|^? 
Which none could do biit tliose that swore 
T' as point-blank nonsense heretofore : 1020 
That to defehd was to invade; 
And to assassinate* to^aid« 
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tJsless, because you drove him ent 
(And that was never made a doubt;) 
Ko pow'r is able to restore, 1035 

And bring him in* but on your score : 
A spiritual doctrine, that conduces 
Most properly to all your uses. 
Tis true, a scorpion's oil is said 
To cure the wounds the vermin made ; 1030 
And weapons, drest with salves, restore 
And heal the hurts they gave before ; 
But whether Presbytenans have 
So much ^ood nature as the salve, ,^ 
Or virtue m them as the vermin, ^ lOS*) 

Those who have try'd them can determine. 
Indeed, 'tis pity you should miss , 
Th' arrears of all your services. 
And' for th' etemsLl obligation 
Y' have laid upon th' ungrateful nation, 1040 
Be us'd so unconscionably hard, 
As not to find a just reward 
For letting rapine loose, and murther, is 
To rage just so far, but no further ; 
And settmg all the land on fire, 1045 

To burn 't to a scantling, but no liigher : . 
For vent'ring to assassinate. 
And cut the throats of church and state, 
And not be aUowM the fittest men 
To take the charge of both agen : ^ 1050 
Especially, that have the grace 
Of self-denying, gifted face ; ^ 
Who, when your projects have miscarry'd, 
Can lay them, M[ith undaunted forehead. 
On those who painfully trepann'd, 1055 

And sprinkrd in at second-hand ; 
As we have been,'to share the guilt 
Of Christian blood, devoutly spilt ; 
For so our ignorance i^as flamm'd ♦ 
To damn ourselves t' avoid being daam'd ; 1060 
Till finding your old foe, the hangman. 
Was like to lurch you at back-gammon. 
And win your necks upon the set. 
As well as ours, who did but bet . 
M3 . 
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(For be had dnwn your earr befOTe, 106S 

And nicked tbem on the selfHsame scored 

We threw the box and dice away, ' 

Before y* had lost ns at fool play ; 

And brought you down to ro(rfK, and lie, 

And fancy only, on the by ; 1070 

Redeem a your forfeit jobbemoles 

From perchinff upon lofty poles ; 

And rescuM all your outward traitors 

From hanging up like alligators ; 

For which ingeniously y' nave shewM 1075 

Your Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kind. 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide. 

And scruple on the other §ide ; 1080 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force, 

To fits of conscience and remorse ; 

To be convince they were in vain, 

And face about for new again : 

For truth no more unveilxl your eyes, 1085 

Than magjfots are convincM to flies ; 

And therefore all your lights and calls 

Are but apocryphal and false. 

To charge us with the consequences 

Of all our native insolences, 1090 

That to your own imperious wills 

Laid law and gospel neck and heels ; 

Corrupted the Old Testament, 

To serve the New for precedent.; 

T^ amend its errors, and defects, 1095 

With murther, and rebellion-texts; ^ 

Of which there is not any one , 

In all the book to sow upon : 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 

Held C^istian doctnne forth, and use ; ^ 1100 

As Mahomet (your chief) began 

To mix them in the Alcoran ; 

Denounc'd and pray 'd,^ with fierce devotioii^ 

And bended elbows on the cushion ; 

Stole from the beggars all your tones, 1105 

\nd gifted mortifying groans ; 
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^md lights where better eyes were blind. 

As pi^are said to see the wind; 

Filled Sedlam with predestination, 

And Knigbtsbrid^e with illumination ; 1110 

Made children, with your tones to run fqt't, 

As bad as Bloody-bones, or Lunsford ; " 

While women, great with child, miscarry ^d. 

For being tc muignants marry'd ; 

Transform'd all wives to Dalhlahs, 1115 

Whose husbands were not for the cause ; 

And tum'd the men to ten-horn'd cattle. 

Because they came not out to battle; 

Made tailors' 'prentices turn heroes. 

For fear of being transfonn'd to Meroa ; 1139 

And rather forfeit their indentures. 

Than not espouse the sainti^* adventures : 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus ; 

Enchant the' king's -and church-s lands 1125 

T' obey and Follow your commands ; 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marcly-Hill had done of old ; 

Could turn the Covenant, and translate 

The gospel into spoons and'plate ; 1130 

Elzppund upon all jnerchants' cashes, 

And open th' intricatest places ? 
Could catechise a money-box, ' 

And prove all pouches orthodox ; 

Until the cause became a Damon, 1135 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon : 
And yet, in spite of all your charms,. 

To conjure legion up in arms. 

And raise more devils in the rout 

Than e'er y' were able to cast out, 1140 

Y' have been reduc'd, and by those fools 

Bred up (you say) in your own schools : 

Who, though but gifted at your feet. 

Have made it plain, they have more wit ; 

By whom v' have been so oft trepann'd, 1145 

iuid held K>rth out of all command, 

Oat-gifled, out-impuls'd, out-done. 

And out-reveal'd at carryings-on ; 
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gf an your dbpenBations wonn'd ; 
ut-providencu, and out-refonn'd' ^^W 

Ejected out of church and sU^^ 
And all things, but the people's hate 
And spirited out of th' enjoyments 
Of precious, edifying employments, 
By those who lodSg'atheir gifts and graces, 1155 
Like better bowlers, in your places : 
AH which you bore with resolution, 
ChargM on th' accompt of persecution ; 
And Uion^h most righteovsl}r opprest, , 
Against your wills, still acquiesced ; IISCJ 

And never humm'd and hah'd sedition, 
Nor snuffled treason, nor misprision : 
That is, because you never durst ; 
For had you preached and pray'd your worst, 
Alas I you were no longer able 1165 

• To raise your posse -of Uie rabble : 
One single red-coat sentinel ^ 

Out-charm'd the magic of the spell ; 
And, with his squirt-fire, could disperse 
Whole troops with clmpter rais'd and verse : 
We knew too well these tricks of yours, 1 171 
To leave it ever in your powers ; 
Or trust or safeties, or undoings. 
To your disposing of out-goings ; 
Or to your ordering providence, 1175 

One farthing's worth of consequence. 
For had ybu pow'r to undermine. 
Or wit to carry a design. 
Or correspondence to trepan, 
Inveigle, or betray one man, 1180 

There's nothing else that intervenes. 
And bars your zeal to use the means ; 
And therefore, wondrous like, no doubt, 
To bring in kings, or keep thorn out : 
Brave undertakers to restore, IIST 

That could not keep yourselves in pow'r; 
T* advance the interests of the crown, 
That wanted wit to keep your own ! 
>Ti8 true, you have (for Fd be loth 
To wrong je)40^ > dur parts in bo^^ 1190 
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To keep him out, and brin^ him in, 
As grace is introduce by tin ; 
For 'twas ^oor zealous want of sense, 
And sancti^M impertinence, 
Tour carrying business in a huddle, 1195 

That fore d our rulers to new-model ; 
ObligM the state to tack about, 
And turn you, root and branch, all out : 
To reformado, one and all, / 
T' your great croysado-general : 1200 

Your greedy slavrag to devour. 
Before 'twas in your clutches, pow*r, 
That sprung the game you were to set. 
Before jr' had time to draw the net ; 
Tour spite to see the church's lands 1205 

Divided into other hands, / 

And all your sacrilegious ventures 
Laid out in tickets and debentures ; 
Your envy to be sprinkled down. 
By under-churches in the town ; 1210 

And no course us'd to stop their mouths. 
Nor th' Independents' spreading growths : 
All which consider'd^ 'tis more true 
None bring him in so much as you ; 
Who have prevail'd beyond their plots, 1215 
Their midnight juntos, and seaFd knots ; 
That thrive more by r^ur zealous piques, 
Than all their ^w?^!A»i;**-V5iitic8. 
' And you this way may claim a share 
[n canying (as you brag) th' affair ; 1220 

Else froffs and toads, that croak 'd the Jews \ 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose, ^ 

And flies and mange, that set them free 
From task-masters and slavery. 
Were Ukelier to do the feat, 1225 

In any indifi^rent man's conceit : 
For who e*er heard of restoration 
(JntU jour thorough reformation ? 
That IS, the king's and church^^s lands 
Were sequester^ int' other hands : 1230 

1900. Oenenil Psirfiix, who wsf soon raid Saide aftc^ 
M bad done mne of their drudgery for tbeia« 
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For only then, and not before. 

Your eyes were opened to. restore ; 

And when the work was carrying on. 

Who cross'd it, but yourselves akme f 

As by a world of hinU appears, 1235 

All plain and extant «s your ears. 

But first, o' th' first : The Isle of Wight 
Will rise up, if you should deny H ; 
Where Henderson, and th' other masses. 
Were sent to cap texts, and put cases; 124f 
To pass for deep and learned scholars, 
Althdiigh but paltry Ob and SoUers: 
As if tP unseasonable fools 
Had been a coursii^ in the schools ; 
Until th' had prov'dthe devil author 1245 

O' th' Covenant, and the Cause his daughter : 
For when they charged him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt. 
They did not mean he wrought th' effusion. 
In person, Uke Sir Pride, or Hughson, 1250 
But only those who first begun 
The quarrel were by him set on ; 
And wha could those be but the samta. 
Those reformation termagants? ,. . 

But ere this passM, the wise debate 1255 
Speiit so much tinife, it grew too late ; 
For Oliver had gotten^roiiod, 
T' inclose him with brv«ii§:'':i' round f 
■ Had brought his Providence about, 
And tum'd th' untimely sophists out. 1261 

Nor had the Uxbridge bus'ness leas 
Of nonsense in 't, or sottishness. 
When from a scoundrel holderforth, 
The scum as well as son o- th' e*-^ 
Your mighty senators took law 1265 

At his command, were forc'd t' withdraw, 
And sacrifice the peace o' th' nation 
To doctrine, use, and application. 

1341. Two ridicuious scribblers, tbA were often peir 
terlng the world with non^nse. 
1S50. The one a brewer, the other a slioemaker, aod 
"Lionels in the rebels' army. 
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So when the Scots, your constant cronies, ^ 

Th' espousers of your cause and moneys, 1270 

"Who had so often, in your aid, 

•So many ways been soundly paid. 

Came in at last for better ends, 

To prove themselves your trusty friends, 

Ton basely lefl them, and the church 1275 

They trainM you up to, in the lurch. 

And sufferM your own» tribe of Christians 

To fall before, as true Philistines. 

This shews what utensils y' have been. 

To bring the king^s concernments in ; 1280 

Which is so far from being true, 

That none but he can bring in you ; 

And if he take you into trust. 

Will find you most exactly just, 

Such as will punctually repay 1285 

WitlvdcTul^ kterest, and betray. 

Not that I think those pantomimes. 
Who vary action with the times. 
Are less mgenious in their art, 
Than those who dully-uct one part ; 1290 ' 

Or those who turn from side to side. 
More guilty than the wind and tide. ' - 

All countries are a wise man^s home, 
And so are governments to some. 
Who change them for the same intrigues 1295 
That statesmen use in breaking leagues : 
While others, in old faiths and tfoths. 
Look odd as out-of-fashionM clothes; 
And nastier in an old opinion, 
Than those who never shift- their linen. 1300 

For true imd fkithftil^s sure to lose, 
Which way soever, the game ^oes ; 
And whether parties lose or win, 
Is always nick'd, or else hedg'd in : 
While pow'r usurpM, like stoPn delight, 1305 
Li more bewitching than the ri^ht ; 
'' And when the times begin to uter, 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

And so may we, if w' have but sense 
To use the necessaiy means ; 
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And not jonr ureal fltrataffems 
On one another, lights and dreams : 
To stand on terms as positive. 
As if we did not take, but giye: ,-itc 

Set up the Coyenant on cnitehes, 131* 

'Gainst those who hare us in their clutches, 
"And dream of pulling churches down, 
Before w' are sure to prop our own : 
Your constant method of proceemng. 
Without the carnal means of heedmg ; 2?^ 
Who 'twixt your inward sense and outwjrd. 
Are worse, than if y' had none, accoutred. 
I grant, all courses, are in vain, 
Unless we can get in again ; 
The only way that's leftus now; 1»5 

But all tlie difficulty's how. 
>Tis true, w' have monev, th' only po^T -r 
That all mankind falls down be%?^ 
Money, that, Uke the swords of kings, 
Is the last reason of all things; 1330 

And therefore need not douht our pUy 
Has all advantaffes that way ; 
As long as men have faith to sell, 
. And meet with those that can pay, well ; 
Whose half-starv'd pride, and avarice, 1335 , 
One church and state will not ^niffice 
T' expose to sale, beside the wages 
Of storing plagues to after-ages. 
Nor is our money less our own. 
Than 'twas before we laid it dawn, 1340 

For 'twiU return, and turn t' account. 
If we are brought in play upon 't ; 7 
Or but, by castihff knaves, get in. 
What pow'r can hinder us to win ? 
We know the arts we us'd before, 1345 

In peace and war, and something more ; 
And by th' unfortunate events, 
Can, mend our next experiments : 
For when w' are taken into trust. 
How easy are the wisest choust, 13$0 

Who see but th' outsides of our feats, ~ 
And not their secret sj>rings and weights ; 
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And while they're busy at their ease, 

Can carry what designs we please ? 

Row easy is 't to serve for agents, 1355 ' 

To prosecute our old engagements? 

Xo keep the good old cause on foot, 

And present powV from taking root ; 

Inflame them both with false alarms 

Of plots an4 parties taking arms ; , 1300 

To keep the nation's wounds too wid^ 

From healing up of side to side ; 

Profe£e the passionat'st concerns 

For both their interests by turns ; 

The onl^ way to improve our ownj 1365. 

Bv dealmg faithfully with none 

(As bowls run true, by being made 

On purpose false, *nd to bo sway'd :) 

For if we sliOr^be true to either, 

'Twould turn us out of both together;' 1370 

And therefore have no other means 

To stand upon our own defence, 

Bat keeping up our ancient party 

In vigour, conndent and hearty ; 

To reconcile our late disseriters, 1375 

Our .brethren, though by other venters : - 

Unite them and their different maggots, 

As long and short sticks are in fagots, 

And make them join again as close 

As when they first begau^ t' espouse ; 1380 - 

Erect them into separate 

New Jewish tribes, in church and st^te ; 

To join in marriage and commerce. 

And only among themselves converse ; 

And all that are not of their mind, 1385 

Make enemies to all mankind : 

Take all religions in, and stickle 

From conclave down to conventicle : 

Agreeing still, or disagreeing, ^ 

According to the light in bemg. 1390 

Sometinies for libertv of conscience. 

And spiritual mis-rule, in one sense ; 

Bat in another quite contrary, 

Ai diipensations chance to vary ; 



byGoogJe 



tt8 HUDIBRAS. 

And stand for, as the times will bear it, 1395 

An contradictions of ^e spirit ; 

Protect their emissaries empowered 

To preach sedition and the word ; 

And when they're hamperM by the laws. 

Release the laborers for the cause 1400 

Ajid turn the perBecution back 

On those that made the first attack ; 

To kpep them equall^r in awe. 

From breaking or maintaining law ; 

And when they have their fits ^too soon, VU^ 

Before the full-tides of the moon^ . ^ 

Put ofi'theirxealV a. fitter Mason . 

For so winff faction in and treason : 

And keep them hooded, and thehr cfamchea, 

Like hawks from baiting on their petobea, 1410 

That, when the blessed time sbi^ come 

Of quitting Babylon ana Rome, 

The^ may be ready to restoie 

Their own fi£\h monarchy once more. 

Meanwhile be better arm'd to fisnoe 1415 
Against revolts'of Providence, 
Bv watching narrowly, and snapping 
Ail blind sides of it, as they happen : 
For if success should make us saints. 
Our ruin tum'd us miscreants : 1480 

A scandal that would fkll too hard 
Upon a few, and unprepi^rM. 

These are the courses we must run, 
Spite of our heartsfor be undone ; 
And not to stand on terms and fi-eflJcs, 1435 
Before we hav« securM our necks : 
But do our work, as out of sight. 
As stars by day, and suns by night ; 
All license of the people own, r 

In opposition to the crown ; 1490 

And for the crown as fiercely side, 
The head and body to divide ; 
The end of all we first desi^'d. 
And all that yet remains b^nd : 
Be sure to spare no public rapine, 1435 

On aJl emergencies that happen ; 
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P«r tis as easy to sfip|dant 
Autkority as men in want ; 
As some of as, in trusts, have made 
The one hand with the other trade ; 1440 

OainM vastly by their joint endeavour, ' 
The right a thief, the left receiver ; 
And what the one, by tricks, forestall'd, 
The other, by as sly, retailed. 
For g^in has wonderful effects 1445 

T' improve the factorv of sects; 
The rule of faith in all professions, 
And great Diana of the Ephesians ; 
Whence turning of religion 's made 
The means: to turn and. wind a trade : 1450 
And though some change it for the wora 
They put themselves into a course j 
And draw in store of customers. 
To thrive the bettecJn commerce : 
For all religions flock together, . 145*^ 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather ; 
To nab the itches of their sects. 
As jades do one another's necks. 
Hence 'tis, hypocrisy as well 
Will serve t^ improve a church as xeal : 146^T 
As persecution or promotion 
Do equally advance devotion. 
. Let business, like ill watches, go 
Sometimes too fast, sometimes too slow ; 
For things in order are put out 1465 

So easy, ease itself will doH; 
'Bat yvhen the feat's desi^n'd and meant. 
What miracle can bar th' event ? 
For 'tis more easy to betray, 1470 

Than ruin any other way. 
All possible occasions start 
The weightiest matters to divert; 
Obstruct, perplex, distract, entangle, 
And lay perpetual trains to wrangle. 
But in anairs of Jess import, 1475' 

Thkt neither do us good nor hurt, ■ 
And Uiey receive aJk little by, 
Out-fiiwn as much, and out-comply; 
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And seem ai scrapulbasly just, 

To bait our hooks for greater tmrt 1490 

But ftill be careful to cry down 

All public actions, though our own 

The least miscarriage affgrayate. 

And charge it all upon Uie state : 

Express the horrid'st detestation, 14SS 

And pity the distracted nation ; 

Tell stories scandalous and false, 

X^ th^ proper language of cabals, 

Where aU a subtle statesman says, 

Is half in words, and half in face, 1490 

(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 

Of heads and shoulders, nods and shrugs :) 

Intrust it under solemn vows 

Of mum, and silence, and the rose. 

To be retailM again in whispers, 1495 

For th' easy credulous to disperse. 

Thus far the statesman— ^when a shout, 
Veard at a distance, put him out ; 
And straight another, all aghast^ . 
RushM in wiUi equal fear and haste : 1500 
Who stared about, as palo as death. 
And, for a while, as out of breath ; 
Till having gathered up his wits, 
Ho'thus began bis tale by fits. 

That beastly rabble — that came ^wn 150S 
From all the garrets — in the town. 
And stalls, and shop-boards — in vast swaims, 
With new-chalk'd bills — and rusty arms. 
To cry the cause — up, heretofore. 
And bawl the bishops — out of door, ' 1510 
A.re now drawn up--in greater shoals, 
To roast — and broil us on the coals. 
And all the grandees — of our memb^ , 
Are carbonading— on the embers^ 
Kniffhts, citizens, and burgesses— 1515 

Held forth b^ rumps — of pigs and geese. 
That serve tor characters — and badges 
To represent their personages : 

1505. Tbto If an accurate deMiiption of themob'i 
burnipf rumps upon the admitsion ofthe sechided ma» 
osw, la eontempi of tbe Rump Parliament 
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PART III.— CANTO 11. S61 

Each bonfire is a funeral pile, 

Mn. which they roast, and scorch, and broil, 

And ev'ry representative 1521 

Have vowM to roast and broil alive. 
And 'tis a miracle we are not 

AlreadjT saqrific^d incarnate : 

For while we wrangle here, and jar - . 1525 

\fP are grilly'd all at Temple-Bar: 

Some on the sign-post of an ale-house. 

Hang in effigie, on the gallows ; 

Made up of rags, to .personate 

Respective officers of state ; i530 

rrhat henceforth they may stand reputed^ 

ProfipribM in law, and executed ; 

And while the work is carrying on. 

Be ready Ibted under Dun, 
. That worth V patriot, once the bellows, 1535 

And tinder-box, of all his fellows; 

The ai;tiv^st member of the five. 
As well as the most primitive'; 
Who, for his faithful service then. 
Is chosen for a fifth agen 1540 

(For since the sti^te has made a quint 
Of generals, he*s listed in't.) 
This worthy, as the world will say, 
Is paid in specie, his own way ; 
For, moulded to the life in clouts, 1545 

Til' have pick'd from dunghills hereabouts, 
He*8 mounted on a hazle bavin, 
A cropped malignant baker gave ^em ; 
And to thQ largest bonfire ndin'g, 
They've roasted Cook already and Pride in : 
On whom,-in eduipage and state, 1551 

His scarecrow fellow-members wait. 
And march in order, two and two. 
As at thanksgivings th' us'd to do ; 
l^ach in a tatter-d talisman, 1555 

Lake vermin in effigie slain. 
1534. The hangman^f name at that time was Dun. 
1550. Cook acted as solicitor- general against King 
Gharlea the First at his trtal, and aAerwards received 
Ms iuot reward for the same. Pride, a colonel in tli» 
^Uameiit*8 army 
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But (what's more dreadful- than^e rest) 
Those ramps are but the tail o' th' heart. 
Set up by Popish engineers, 
As by the crackers plainly appears ; ISGO 

For none but Jesuits have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammimitifm, 
And propagate the church with powder : 
Their founder was a blown-up soldier. 
These spiritual pioneers o' th' whore's, 1565 
That haye the charge of all her storer. 
Since first they fail'd in their dfi»i|ps, 
^o take in heaven by springing mipes. 
And with unanswerable barrels 
Of gunpowder dispute their quarrels, 1570 
Now take a course more practicable, - 
By laying trains to fire the rabble, 
And blow us up in th' open streets. 
Disguised in rumps, like Sambenites ; 
More like to ram, and confound, 1575 

Than all the doctrines under ground. 
Nor have they chosen rumps amiss 
For symbols of state mysteries ; 
Though some suppose 'twas but to shew 
How much they scom'd the saints, the few ; 
Who, 'cause they're wasted to the stumps, 1581 
Are represented best by rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper reaches 
la all their politic fair-fetches, 
And from the Coptic priest, Kircherus,* 1585 
Found out this mystic way to jeer us. 
For, as th' Egyptians us'd bv bees 
T' express their antique Ptolemies, 

1564. IgQatius Loyola, the founder of the societf of 
the Jesuits, was a gentleman of Biscay* in Spain, and 
bred a soldier ; was at Pampelune when it was besieged 
by the French in the year 1521 ; and was so very lame 
in both feet, by the damage ne sustained there, that lis 
was forced to keep his bed. 

1585. Athanasius Kircher, a Jesuit, liath wrote largely 
on ttie Egyptian mystical learning. 
. 1^7. The Egyptians represented their kings (many 
of whose names were Ptolemy) under the hieroglyphie 
of a bee, dispensing honey to the good and virtuous, and 
having a sting for tlie wicked and dissolute. 
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And bjr tlieit sHa^ the swords they wore, 
Held MFthauthontjr and power; 1590 

Because these Aibtto animaki 
Bear all their interests in their tails, 
And when thevVe once impair*d in that, 
Are hauishM their well-order*d state ; 
They thought all governments were best 1595 
By hierogjyphic rumps ezprest. 

For, as in bodies natural, 
The rumpus the fundament of all, 
So, in a commonwealth, or realm. 
The government is call'd the hdm ; 1600 

With which, like vessels under sail^ 
s They're turnM and winded by the tail ; 
The tail, which birds and fishessteer 
Theb: courses with through sea and air ; 
To whom the rudder of the rump is 1605 

The same thing with the stem and compass. 
Tliia shews how perfectly the rump 
And commonwealth in nature jump 
For as a fly, that ffoes to bed. 
Rests with his tail above his head, 1610 

8o in this mongrel state of ours, 
The rabble' are the supreme powers; 
That horsM us on thev backs, to shew us 
A jadish trick at last,' and throw us. 

The learned rabbins of the Jews 1615 

Write there's a bone, which they cal) luez, 
I' th' rump of man, of such a virtue. 
No force in nature can do hurt to : 
And therefore at the last great day, 
All Ih' other members sh^l, they say, 1620 
Spring out of this, as from a seed 
All sorts of vegetals proceed ; ' 
From whence the learned sons of art 
Os sacrum justly style that part : 
Then what can hotter represent 1635 

Than this rump bone, tl^e Parliament, 
That, afler several rude -ejections. 
And as prodigious resurrections. 
With new reversions of nine lives. 
Starts up, and like a oat revives ? , ^C30 
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Bat now, iJas ktheyVe all expirM 
And th' Hoiwe, «• well as memben, fird ; 
ContomM in kennels by the rout, 
Wkh which they other fires put out : 
Condemned t' ungoveming distress, 1635 

And paltry private v^retchedness ; 
Worse than the devil, to privation. 
Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 
And parted, like the body and spul, 
From all dominion and control. low 

We, who could lately, with a look 
Enact, establish, or revoke ; 
Whose arbitrary nods gave law, 
And frowns kept multitudes m awe ; 
Before the blustor of whose huff, • IMS 

All hats, as in a storm, flew m; 
Ador'd and bo*«r'd to by the great,. 
Down to the footman and valet ; 
Had more bent kne^ tuan chapel-mats. 
And prayers than the crOwns oi nats ; 1650 
Shall now be scomM as wretchedly. 
For ruin's just as low as high; 
Which might be suffered, were it aU 
The horror that attends our faU : * 
For some of us have scores more large JOM 
. Than heads and quarters can discharge ; 
And others, who, by restless scraping. 
With public frauds, and private rapine, 
Have mighty heaps of wealth amassM, 
Would gladly lay down all at last ; 1660 

And to be but undone, entail 
Their vessels on perpetual jail ; 
And bless the dev'l to let them farms , 
Of forfeit souls <mi no worse terms. 

This said, a near and louder shout 1665 

Put all th' assembly to the rout, 
Who now began t' out-run their fear^ 
As horses do firom whom they bear ; 
But crowded on with so much haste, _^ 

UntU th' had block'd the passage fast, 1670 
And barricado'd it with haunches 
Ofpuiwurd meft., and bulks, and paoachati 
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T«5'3^^ **'' Bhooldew strove to squeeze. 
And mtifer save a cnpnl'd piece 

Than have them galled on the embers; 

SUII pressmff on with heavy packfl 

Of one another on their baclw. 

The vanguard could no longer bear 

The charges of the forlorn rear, 1680 

|tat, borne down Jieadteng by the rout, 

Wew trampled sorely under foot : 

i:et nothing prov'd so formidable 

As the horrid cookery of the rabble ; 

And feari that keeps aUlfeeling out, 1685 

As lesser pains are by the gout, 

R^v'd 'em with a frestsupply 

Of rallied force enough to fly, 

And beat a Tuscan running horae, 

Whose jockey-rider is all i^urs. 1690 



CANTO in. 

The Knight and Squire's prodigious fliffbi 

To quit th' enchanted bow'r by night!^ 
- He plods to turn bis amorous suit 

T* a picajn law, and prosecnte : 

Icepairs to counsel, to advise 

^out managing the enterprise ; 

But first resolves to try by letter, 

-And one more fkir address, to get her. 
Who would believe what strange bugbears 
JVfankmd creates itself, of fears 
That spring like fern, that insect weed. 
Equivocally, without seed ; 
And have no possible foundation, - 5 

But merely in th' imagination ; , 

And yet can do more dreadfiil feats 
Than hags,, with all their imps and teats; 
Make more bewitch and haunt themselves 
Than all their nurseries of elves ? 10 

8. Alluding to the vulgar opinion, that witches have 
Ifteir imps, or ramlliar spirits, that are employed in their 
djaboltcal prac^ces, aqd suck private teats thjoyliave 
tDout them 

i\ ' - , 
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For fear does thin£8 so like a witdi^ I 

^Ti> hard t^unriddk which is which : 
Seto op communitieB of sense?. 
To chop and chuife intelligences ; 
^Ab Romcracian virtuosos 15 

Can see with ears, and hear witli noses ; 
And when they neither see nor hear, 
Have more than both supplyM hy fear ; 
That makes 'em in the dark see visions. 
And hag themselves with apparitions ; 20 

And when their eyes discover least, 
Ducem the subtlest objects best : 
Do things not contrary, alone. 
To th* course of miture, but its own ; 
The courage of the bravest daunt, 35 

And turn poltroons as valiant. 
For men as' resolute appear 
With too much as too httle fear ; 
And when they're out of hopes of flying. 
Will run away from death, by dying ; 30 

. Or turn again to stand it out. 
And those they fled, like lions, rout. 

This Hudibras had proved too true, - 
Who, by the furies leu perdue. 
And haunted with detachments, sent 35 

From Marshal Legion!s regiment, 
Was bv a fiend, as counterfbit, 
RelievM and rescued with a cheat ; 
When nothing hut himself, imd fear, 
Was both the imp and conjurer ; 40 

As, bv the rules o' th' virtuosi, 
Jt follows in due form of poesie. 

DisguisM in all tlie masks of night, 
We left our champion on his flight. 
At blindman's buff, to grope h^ way, 45 

In equal fear of night and day ; 

15. The Rosicnicians were a sect that appeared ^o 
Germany in the beginning of the 17th age. They are 
aI»o called the enlightened, immortal, and invisible. 
They are a very enihasiastical sort of men, and hOld 
roany wild and extravagant opinions. 

36. Housed to preach, as if they might expect legions 
to drop down from^ heaven, for the propagation of the 
good old cause 
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Who took his dai^ and desp'rate coune. 

He knew no better than his horse ; 

And, by an unknown devil led 

gle knew as little whither) fled. 50 

He -never was in greater need, 

Nor less capacity, of speed ; 

Disabled, both in man and beast, 

To fly and run away his best ; 

To keep the enemy, and fear, 55 

Trom equal falling on his rear. 

And though with kicks and bangs he ply'd 

The farther and the nearer side 

(As seamen ride with all their force. 

And tug as if they row'd the horse, 60 

And when the hackney sails most swift. 

Believe they lag, or run adrift,) 

So, though he posted e'er so fast, 

His fear was greater than bis haste : 

For fear, though fleeter than the wmd, 65 

Believes 'tis always left, behind. 

But when the mom began t' appear. 

And shift t' anoth^ scene his rear, 

He found his new officious shade, •" 

That came so timely to his aid,' 70 

And forc'd him from the foe t' escape, 

Had turn'd itself to Ralpho-'s shape ; 

So like in person, garb, and pitch, 

'Twas hard t' interpret which, was which. 

For Ralpho had no sooner told 75 

The Lady all he had t' unfold, 
But jshe convey 'd him out of sight. 
To entertain th' approaching Baiight ; 
And, while he gave himse^* diversion, 
T' accommodate hisjieast and person, 80 

And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her, 
She ordered the anti-masquerado 
(I'or his^'reception) aforesaid : 
out when the ceremony was done, 86 

The lights put out, and furies gone. 
And Hudibras, among the rest, 
l;onvey'd away, as Ralpho guessM, 
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The wietdied eaiti^ all alone 
(As he believM) began to moan, 91 

And t6U his story to himself, 
The Knight mistook him for an elf; 
And did so still, til) he began 
To scruple at Ralph^s outward mani 
And thoug:ht, because they od agreed 95 

T* appear in one another^s stead. 
And act the saint^s and devil^s part 
With undistinguishable art. 
They might have done so now, periiaps, 
And put on one anotber'*s'8hape8 : 100 

And therefore, to resolve the doubt. 
He starM upon him, and crv*d out. 
What art? My Squire, or that bold sprite 
* That took his place and shape to-ni|^tf 
Some busy, independent piig, - \05 

Retainer to his synagogue ? 
Alas! quoth he, rm none of those, 
Tour bosom fri^nds^as you suppose ;. 
But Ralph himself, your trusty Squire, 100 
Wh' has dragged your Donship out & th* mire, 
And from the enchantments of a widow, 
Wh* had tumM you int* a beast, have freed you ; 
And, though a prisoner of war. 
Have brought you safe where you now are; 
Which you would fifratefully repay 115 

Your constant Presbyterian way. 

That's stranger, (quoth the Knight) and 
Who gave thee notice of my danger ? ^stranger ; 

Quoth he, Th' infernal conjurer 
Pursued and took me prisoner ; ^ 190 

And knowing you were hereabout. 
Brought me along to find you out; 
Where I in hugger-mugger hid, . 
Have noted all tney said or did : 
And though they lay to him the pageant, lSt5 
1 did not see him, ^or his agent ; 
Who play'd their sorceries put of nght ; 
T'. avoid a fiercer siecond BghL 
Rut didst thou see no devils then ? 

ne (quoth he) but carnal men, 131 
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A little worse than fienda in bell, 
And that she-devil Jezebel, 
That laughM and tee-he'd with derision, 
To see them take your deposition. 

What then (quoth Hudibras) was he 135 
That play'd the devl to examine me? 
A rallying weaver in the town, . 
That did it in a parson *s gown, 
Whom all the parish take for gifted ; 
Bat, for my part, I ne'er believ'd it : ' 140 

In which you told them all your feats, 
. Your conscientious frau4s and cheats ; 
Deny'd your whipping, and confest 
The naked truth of all the rest, 
More plainly than the rev'rend writer, I45 

That to our churches veil'd his mitre ; 
All which they took in black and white, 
And cudgeird me to under-write. 

What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thou and I alone, 150 

To act the devil, and forb^r 
To rid me of my hellish fear ? 

Quoth he, r knew your constant rate 
And frame of spVit too obstinate 
To be by me prevail'd upon 155 " 

With any motives of my own ; 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The devi awhile to nick your wit ; 
The dev'l, that is yoiu* constant crony, ^ 
That only can prevail upon ye ; 160 

Else we mi^ht still have been disputing, 
And th^ with weighty drubs confuting. 

The Kniffht, who now be^an to find 
Th' had left the enemy behmd. 
And saw no farther harm remain, 165 ♦' 

Bat feeble weariness and pain, 
Ferceiv'd, by losmg of theii^way, 
Th' had gain'd th' advantage of the day ; 
And, by decHning of the road. 
They had, by chance, their rear made good; I 

145. A roost reverend prelate, A. B. of T. who ii 
Witk the disaffected party 
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He venturM to dismiss his fear, 

That parting 's want to rent and tear, 

And give the d^tperaOst attack 

To dan^r still behind its back : 

For having pausM to recollect, 175 

And on his past success reflect, - • 

T' examine and consider why, 

And whence, and how, they came to fly, 

And when no devil had appear'd. 

What else, it could be said, he fearM ; 180 

It put him in so fierce a rage,. 

He once resolv'd to re-engage ; 

TossM like a foot-ball back again, 

With shame and vengeance, and disdain. 

Qu9th he. It was thy cowardice 185 

That made me from this leaguer rise : 

And when I'd half reducM the place, ' 

To quit it infamously base : 

Was better covered by the new-' 

Arriv'd detachment than I knew;^ 190 

To slight my new acquests, and run 

Victonously from battles won ; 

And reckoning all I gain'd or lost, 

To sell them cheaper than they cost ; 

To make me put myself to flight, 195 

And conqu>uag run away by night ; 
- To drag me out, which th' haughty foe 

Durst never have presumM to do ; 

To mount me in the dark, by force, 

Upon the bare ridge of my horse ; 200 

Exposed in querpo to their rage. 

Without my arms and equipage ; 
Lest, if they ventured to pursue, 

I might til' unequal fight renew ; 
^\nd, to preserve thy outward man, 205 

Assum'd my place, and led the van. 
All this quoth Ralph, I did, tis true, 

Not to preserve myself, but you ; 

You, who were damn'd to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powdVing tubs ? 910 
To mount two-wh^el'd caroches, worse' 
1 managing a wooden horse ; 
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I>raffeM out through straiter holes by th' ean, 

£ra?a or coup.'d for perjurers ; 

'Who, though th^ attempt had prorM in vain, 

Had had no reason to complain : ' 216 

But since it prosperM, 'tis unhandsome 

To blame Uie hand that paid your ransom, 

And rescu'd your obnoxious bones 

From unavoidable hattoons. , 920 

The enemy was reinforced, 

And we disabled,, and unhors'd. 

Disarmed, unqualifyM for fight, 

And no way left but hasty night. 

Which, though as desp'rate in th' attempt, 295 

Has giv'n yoii freedom to condemn 't. 
But were <iur bones in fit condition 

To reinforce -the expedition, 

'Tis now unseasonable, and vaiti. 

To think of falling on again. 230 

No msurtial project to surprise 

Can ever be attempted twice ; 

Nor can design serve afterwards, 

As gamesters tear their losing-cards. 

Be»de our ban^ of man and beast 235 

Are fit for nothing[^now but rest, 

Aiiid for a while will not be able 

To rally and prove serviceable ; 

And tiierefore I, with reason, chose 

This stratagem t' amuse oar foes ; 240 

To make an honourable retreat. 

And wave a total sure defeat : 

Fw those that fly may fight again, 

Which he can never do that's slain. 

Hence timely running 's no mean part 245 

Of conduct in the mwlial art ; 

By which some glorious feats achieve. 

As citizens by breaking thrive ; 

And cannons conquer armies, while 

They seem to draw off and recoil ; 250 

Is held the gallant'st course, and bravest, 

To great exploits, as well as safest ; 

That spares th' expense of time and pain8« 

And dangerous beating out of brains ; 
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And in the end preTaik as cerUun 95^ 

A* those that never trust to fortune ; 

But make their fear do execution 

Beyond the stoutest resolution ; 

As earthquakes kilt without a blow. 

And, onl^ trembling*, overtlirow. 960 

If th^ ancients crownM ihetr bravest meii« 

That onlj savM a citizen. 

What victory could e'er be won^ 

If ev'rv one would save but one f 

Or fight endangered to^be lost, 965 

Where all resolve to save the most ? 

By this meanii when a battle's won, 

llie war *s as far from bein£ done ; 

For those that save themselves, and fly. 

Go halves, atleast, i' th' victory ; 270 

Ai^d sometimes, when the loss is small, 

And danger great, they challenge all ; 

Print new aoaitions to their feats, 

And emendations in Gazettes ; 

And when, for furious haste to run, 375 

They durst not stay to fire a gun. 

Have done 't with bonfires, at heme 

Made squibs and crackers overcome ; 

To set the rabble on a fiame. 

And keep their governors from blame ; 380 

Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 

Confirm'd with fire-works and with bells ; 

And though reduc'd to that extreme. 

They have been forc'd to sing Te Deum ; 

Tet, wth religious blasphemy, 385 

By flattering Heaven witli a lie, 

Aid for their beating giving thanks, • 

Th? have rais'd recruits, and fiird thur banks; 

For those who run from tb' enemyv 

Enffago them e^nall v to fly ; 390 

And when the light becomes a chase, 

Those win the day that win the race ; 

And that which would not pass in %hts. 

Has done the feat, with easy flights ; ^ 

«81. The Rdmans hiclily honoured, aod nobly re- 
?ggf^' H»<»« I^Biwo*" mat were instrumental Ib the 
S«SSSS£» "v«»of their citteeng,eitlie»inhi«S 
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HecoverM many a desperate campaign 99S 
l^fCith Bourdeauz, Burgundy, and Cnampaigii : 
Restor'd the fainting high and mi^ty 
'With Brandjr-wine and aqua-vite ; 
And made 'em stoutly overcome 
WithBacrack, Hoccamore, andMum; SpO 
^Vhom: th' uncontrolFd decrees of fate 
To victory necessitate ; . 
AVith wbich, although tfaey nm or bom, 
They unavoidably return : 
Or else their sultan populaces 305 

Still stnu^le all their routed Bassas. 
Quoth Hudibras, I understand ^ 
What fights thou meanest mt sea and hmd, 
And who those were that run away, 
And yet gave out th' had won the day ; , 310 
Although the rabble sous'd them for % 
O/'er head and ears, in mud and dirt. 
'Tis true, our modem way of war 
Is grown more politic by farj 
Bnt not so resolute and bold, 31^ 

Nor ty'd to honour, as the old. 
For now they laugh at giving battle, 
Unless it be to herds of cattle ; 
Or fighting convoys of provision. 
The whole design o' th* elcpedition ; 320 

And not with downright blows to rout 
The enemy, but eat them out : 
As %hting, in all beasts of prey. 
And eating, are performM one way. 
To ffive defiance to their teeth, ' 325 

Anafight their stubborn guts to death ; 
And those achieve the highest renown. 
That bring the others stomachs down. 
There's now no fear of wounds, nor maiming ; 
' All daggers are reduc'd to fkmine ; 330 

And feat^s of arms, to plot,*desigii. 
Surprise, and stratagem, and mine ; 

305. The author compares the arbitrary actings of the 
ungovernable mob to the Sultan or Grand Signior, \vbo 
very seldom fails to sacrifice any of his chief comman' 
ders, called Bassas, if they prove unsuccessful in battler 
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Bothave no need nor use of courage, 

Uolem it be for glory or forage : 

For if they fiffh^ *tiB but by chance, 335 

When one sioiB ventVing to advance. 

And come uncivilly too near, 

Alto charff'd unmercifully i' th' rear ; 

And fore d, with ierriblerresistance ; 

To keep hereafter at a distance ; 340 

To pick out ground t' encamp upon. 

Where store of hirgest rivers run, 

That serve, instead of peaceful buriersi 

To part th' engagements of their warriors ; , 

Were both from side to side may skip, 345 

And only encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted. 

The certaifter th' are to be parted, 

And thereCore post themselves in bogs. 

As th' ancient mice attacked the frogs, 350 

And made their mortal enemy, 

The water-rat,\heir strict ally. 

For 'tis not now, who's stout and bold. 

But who bears hunger best, and cold; 

And he's approv'd the most deserving, 355 

Who longest can hold out at starving ; 

And he that routs most pigs and cows. 

The formidablest man of prowess. . 

So th' emperor Caligula, 

That triumph'd o'er the British Sea, 360 

Took crabs -and oysters prisoners. 

And lobsters, 'stead of cuirassiers ; 

Engaged his legfions in fierce bustles 

With periwinkles, prawns, and muscles; 

And led his troops with furious gallops, 365 

To charge whole regiments of scallops ; 

Not like their ancient way of war. 

To wait on his triumphal car ; 

But, when he went to dine or sup, 

More'bravely eat his captives up : 370 

And left all war, by hits example, 

Reduc'd to vict'ling of a camp. well. 

350. Homer wrote a poem of Uie war between the 
~nd Che frogs. 
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TART m.— CANTO IIL *75 

Quoth Ralph, By all that you hare said, 
And twice as much that I could add, 
Tis plain you cannot liow do worse 375 

Than take this out-of-fashion'd course, 
To hope, by stratagem to woo her, 
Or wagringr battle to subdue her : 
Though some have done it in romances 
And bang'd them into amorous fancies ; 380 
As those who won the Amazons, 
By wanton drubbing of their bones; 
And stout Rinaldo gainM his bride. 
By courtinff of her back and side. 
But since those times and feats are over, 385 
They are not for a modern lover. 
When mistresses are too cross-grainM 
By such addresses to be gaui'd; 
And if they were, would have it out 
With many another kind of bout. 390 

Therefore I hold no course s' infeasible. 
As this of force, to win the Jezebel ; 
To storm her heart, by th' antic charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms; 
But rather strive by law to win her, 395 

And try the title you have in her. 
Your case is cFcar ; you have her word« - 
And me to witness the accord; 
Besides two more of her retinue • 
To testify what pass'd between you ; 400 

More probable, and Hke to hold. 
Than hand, or seal, or breaking gold ; 
For which so many that renounced 
Their plighted contracts have been trouncM ; 
And bills upon record been found, 405 

That forC'd the ladies to compound ; 
And'thst, unless I miss the matter, 
Is all the bu8.'*ness you look after. 
Besides, encounters at the bar 
Are braver now: than those in war, 410 

In which the law does execution 
With less disorder and confusion ; 

383. A story tn Tasso, an Italian poet, of a hero that 
fdned Ilia miatresa by conquering her party. 
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Hu nore of bonoui in \ some hold, 

Not like th« new way, but»tbe oId« 

When, those the pen hod drawn togetheCi 41S 

Decided quaneli with a feather, 

And winded .arrows kiird as d6ad, 

And more than ballets npw of lead. 

So all their combats now, as then,^ 

Are mana^' d chiefly by the pen ; 4S0 

That does the feat with braver yigows. 

In words at length, as well as figures : 

Ib jud^ of all the worid performs 

In voluntary feats of anns ; 

And whatsoever 's achieved in fi^ht, 4SS 

Determines which is wrong or right; 

For whether you prevaiU or lose, 

All must be tryM there in the close : 

And therefore 'tis not wise to shun 

What you must trust t» ete y ' have dohe. 430 

The law, that settles all vou do, 
And marries where you didf but woo ; 
That makes the most perfidious lover 
A lady, that^s as false, recover ; 
And if it judge upon your side, ^ 435 

Will soon extend her for your bride. 
And put her person, goods, or lands. 
Or which you like best, int' your hands. 

For law 's the wisdom of all ages, 
And managM by the ablest sages ; 440 

Who, though their business at the bar 
Be but a kind of dvil war. 
In which th^ enjorage with fiercer dudjoreons 
Than e'er the Grecians did and Trojansi 
They never manage the contest 445 

T* impair their public interest. 
Or by their controversies lessen 
The dignity of their profession : 
Not like us brethren who divide 
Our commonwecdth, the cause, and side ; 450 
And though w* are all as near of kindred 
As th' outward man is to the inward. 
We agree in nothing but to wrangle 
About the slightest fingle-fanfle ; 
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V^hile lawyeis hhve more Bober flenoe 455 

nrhan t' argoe at USeiat owb ttptnse, 
Sut make their best advaataffes 
Of others* quarrds, like the Swisi; 
And out of foreign controverries, 
B J aiding both ndes fill their purses ; 460 

^But have no interest in the eause 
For which th* engage, and wage the laws ; 
Nor farther prospect than thefr pay^ 
Whether they lose or win the day: 
And though they abonnded m all ages, 46d 
With sundry learned derks and sages, 
Tfaouffh .all their bunness be disputev 
Which way they canvass ev'fy suit, 
Th* have no disputes about their art. 
Nor in polemics controvert ; 470 

While all professions else are found 
With nothW but dispcites t' abound ; 
Divines of aU sorts, and physicians, 
Philosophers, mathenrnticians, 
The Galenist and Paracelstan, 475 

Condemn the way each other deala in ; 
Anatomists dissect and mangle, 
To cut themselves out work to wrangle ; 
Astrologers dispute their dreams. 
That in their sleeps they talk of schemes ; 480 
And heralds stickle who got who. 
So many hundred years agow 

But lawyers are too wise a nation 
T' expose their trade to disputaticm. 
Or make the busy rabble judges 485 

Of all their secret piques and -grudges ; 
In which whoever wins the day. 
The whole professi<m 's sure to pay. 
Beside, no mountebanks, nor cheats. 
Pare undertake to do their feats; 490 

When in all other sciences 
They swarm, like insects, and increase. 

For what bigot durst ever draw. 
By inward lifi[bt, a deed in law ? 
(A could hold forth, by revelation, 486 

An answer to a declarationf 
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For those that meddle with their tools 

WiH out their fingers, if they Ve fooUr : 

Aiid if yoa follow their advice. 

In bills, and answers, and replies, 500 

They '11 write iTlove-letter in chancery. 

Shall bring her upon oath to answer ye. 

And soon reduce her to b' your wife. 

Or make her weary of her Ufe. 

The Knight, who usd with tricks and shiRs 
To edify by Ralpho's gilU, 506 

But in appearance cryM him down, 
To make them better seem his own 
(All plagiaries' constant course 
Of sinking, when they took a puree) 510 

ResolvM to follow his advice, 
But kept it from him by disguise ; 
And, after stubborn contradiction. 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 
And by transition fall upon 515 

The resolution as his own. 

Queth he. This gambol thou adyisest 
Is of all others the unwisest ; 
For if I think by law to gain her. 
There 's nothing sillier or vainer. 59^ 

•Tis but to hazard' my pretence. 
Where nothing 's certain but th^ expense ; 
To act against myself, and traverse 
My suit and title to her favours; » 
And if she shoulcl (which Heav*n forbid) 535 
O'erthrow me, as the fiddler did, 
What after-course have I to take, 
'Gainst losing all I have at stake ? 
He that with injury is grievM, 
And ffoes to law to be reliev d, 530 

Is sillier than a sottish chouse. 
Who, when a thief has robb'd his house, 
Applies himself to cunning men. 
To help him to his goods agen ; 
When all he can expect to gain 535 

Is but to squander more in vain : 
And yet I have tfo other way 
Bat is as difficult to play : 
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For to reduce her by main force 
la now in vain : by fair means, worse ; 540 
Bat worst of all to give her over, 
Till she 's as deep Vale* to recover : 
For bad games are thrown up too soon. 
Until th' are never to be won. 
But since I have no other.course 545 

But is as bad t' attempt, ot worse, 
Ho that complies agamst his will, 
Is of his own opinion still ; ^ 
Which he may adhere to, yet disown, 
Foir reasons to himself best known : 550 

But 'tis not to b* avoided now. 
For Sidrophel resolves to sue ; 
Whotn I must answer, or begin 
Inevitably first with him ; 
For I've received advertisement, 555 

By times enough, of his int^t ; 
Ajid knowing he that first complains 
Th' advantage of the business gains ; 
For courts of justice understand 
The plaintiff to be eldest hand ; 560 

Who what he pleases ipay aver, 
, The other nothing till he swear; 
Is freely admitted to all^race. 
And lawful favour, by his place ; 
And for his bringing custom in, 565 

Has all advantages to win : 
I, who resolve to oversee 
No lucky opportunity, ' 

Will ffo to counsel, to advise 
Which way t' encounter, or surprise ; 570 

And, after long consideration. 
Have found out one to fit th' occasion, 
Most apt for what I have to do, 
As counsellor and justice too. 
And truly so, no doubt, he was, 575 

A lawyer fit for such a case. 

An old dull sot, who told the clock 
For many years at Bridewell-dock, 

Sm. Prideaoz, a justice of peace, a very pragmatiotf 
buqr person in those times, and a mercenaiy and cnid 
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At WestmiDBtar, and Hick VHdl, 

And Hiooias DoctiiM playM in all ; S80 

Where in all ffoyemments and times, 

IT had been both friend and foe to cnmes, 

And usM two eqnal ways of gaining, 

By hindering justice, or maintaining ; 

Tx> many a whore gave privilege, 5^. 

And whippM, for want of quarterage; 

Cart-loads of bawds to prison sent. 

For bMng behind a fortnight^s rent ; 

And many a trust? pimp and crony - 

To Puddle^ock, for want of money ; 590 

EngagM the constable to seize 

All those that would not break the peace, 

Nor give him back his own foul words. 

Though sometimes commoners or lords, 

And kept 'em prisoners of course, 595 

For beinff sober at ill hours ; 

That in me morning he might free 

Or bind ^em over for his fee : 

Made monsters fine, and puppet-plays, 

For leave to practise in their ways ; 600 

FarmM out all cheats, and went a^haro 

With th' headboroufh and scavenger; 

And made the dirt i°tb' streets compound 

For taking up the public sround ; 

The kennel, and'the king s highway, 605 

For bein? unmolested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and whipping-post. 

And case, to those that gave him most; 

ImposM a tax on bakers^ ears, 

And for false weights on chandelers ; 610 

Made victuallers and vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant friend 

To all that regularly o£fend ; 

As residentiary bawds, ^ 615 

And brokers that rec«ve stol^ goods; 

magistrate, infamous for the folldwiag methods ofgel- 
Uogmoney among many others. 

^. TheVe was a jail for puny offenderi. 

He extorted pioney from those that kept shoib^ 
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That cheat in lawful mysteries, 
And pay church duties and his fees ; 
But was^implacable, and awkward, 
. To all that mterlopM and hawkerM. 620 

To this brave man *tbe Knight repairs ' 
For counsel in his law-affairs ; 
And found him mounted in his pew. 
With books and money plac'd for show; 
Like nest-eggs, to make clients lay, G2S 

And for his false opinion pay : 
To whom the Knight, witli comely grace, 
Put off his liat to put his case ; ^ 
Which he as proudly entertained 
As th' other courteously strainM ; 63i 

And, to assure him 'twas not that 
He lookM for, bid him put on *s hat.' 
Quoth he, There is one Sidrophel, 
Whom I have cudgelled — Very well. 
And now he brags t' have beaten mo— 63| 
Better and better still, quoth he. 
And vows to stick me to a wall. 
Where Vr he meets me — Best of all. 
'Tis true, the knave has taken 's oath 
That I robbM him— WeU done, in troth. 64e 
When h' has confessM he stole my cloak, 
And pick'^ my fob, and what he took ; ^ 
Which was the cause that made me bang him^ 
And take my goods again — Marry, hang him. 
Now whether I should bofore-hand, 645 

Swear herobbM mei — I understand. 
Or bring my action of conversion 
And trover for my goods ? — Ah, whoreson ! 
Or if *tis better to indite. 
And bring him. to his trial ? — Right. 650 

Prevent what he designs to do. 
And swear for th* state ajpfainst him?-7-True. 
Or whether he that is defendant 
In this case has the better end on 't ; 
Who, putting in a new cross-bill, 6Sil 

M^y traverse th' action ? — Better still. 
Then there's a lady too — Aye, marry. 
That's easily prov'd accessary ; 
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A widows who, by solemn vows 
Contracted to mo, for ray spouse, G60 

' Combin'd with him to break her word. 
And has abetted all — Good Lord ! 
Suborned 'th* aforesaid Si^rophel 
To tamper with the devi of hell ; 
"Who put m* into a horrid fear, . - 665 
Fear of my life — Make that appear. 
Made an assault with fiends and men 
Upon my body-7-Good agen. 
And kept me m a deadly fright. 
And false imprisonment, all night. 670 

Meanwhile they robb'd me^and my horse, 
And stole my saddle — Worse and worse. 
And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 
T' avoid a wretcheder miscarriage. 
Sir, quoth the lawyer, not to flatter ye, 675 

' You have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to claim : 
For if th' have us'd you as you say. 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy. 680 

I would it were my case, I'd give 
More than I'll say, or ypu '11 believe. 
I would so trounce her, and her purse, 
I'd fbake her kneel for better or worse ; 
For matrimony and hanging here 685 

Both go by destiny so clear, 
Tha.t you as sure may pick and choose, " 
As Cross, I win; and Pile, you lose; 

. And, if I durst, I would advance 
As much in ready maintenance, 690 

As upon any ^ase I 've known ; 
But we that practice dare not own : , 
The law severely contrabands 
Our taking business off men's hands ; 
'Tis common barratry, thiit bears 695' 

Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears. 
And crops them till there is not leather 
To stick a pin in left of either; 
For which some do the summer-sault, 
^nd o'er the bar, like tumblers vault : 700 
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But you may swisar, at any rate, 

Tilings not in nature, for the state ; 

Fdr in all courts of justice here, 

A witness is not said to swear/ ' 

Sut make oath ; that is, in plain terms, 705 

7o forge whatever he affirms. 

I thank you, (quoth the Knight) for that, 
Secause 'tis to ray purpose pat-^ 
For Justice, though she 's painted blind, 
Is to the weaker side inclin''d, 710 

Like Charity ; else right and wrong '* 
Could never hold it out so long. 
And, like blind Fortune, with a sleight 
Convey men's interest and right 
From stiles's pocket into Nokes's, 715 

As easily as Hocus Pocus ; 
Play fast and loose ; make men obnoxious. 
And clear again, like Hiccius Doctius. 
Then whether you would take her life, 
Or but recover her for your wife, 72(X 

Or be content with what she has, 
And let all other matters pass, 
The business to the law 's alone, 
The proof is all it looks upon ; 
And you can want no witnesses * 735 

To swear to any thing you please. 
That hardly get their mere expenses 
By th' labour of their consciences; 
Or letting out to hire their cars 
To affidavit customers, 730 

At inconsiderable values. 
To serve for jury- men or tallies. 
Although retained in th' hardest matters 
Of trustees and administrators. 

For that, quoth he, let me alone ; 735- 

W have store of such, and all our own ; 
Bred up and tutorM by our teachers, 
ITie ablest of conscience-stretchers. 

ThaOs well, quoth he ^ but I shouldguess. 
By weighing all advantages, 740 

715. John a Noket, and John a Stiles, Rre two lloi' 
ttoa namcM made use of in stating easM of law only 
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four ■nrest way is first to pitch 

On Bongey for a water-witch ; 

And when y* have hangM the conjurer, 

T* have time enough to deal with her. 

In th* int^ur., spare for no trepans 745 

To draw her neck into tlie bans ; 

Ply her with love-letters and billets. 

And bait ^em well, for quirks and quiUets, 

With trains t' iaVeigle and surprise 

Her heedless answers and replies : 750 

And if she miss the ihouse-trapjines, 

They'll serve for other by-desi^ns : 

And make an artist understand 

To copy out lier seal, or hand ; 

Or find void places in the paper* 755 

To steal in something to entrap her ; 

Till, with her worldly ^oods and body, 

Spite of her heart, she has ondowM ye : 

Retain all sorts of witnesses. 

That ply i' th' Temple under trees ; 760 

Or walk the round, with knights oVtli' posts, 

About the cross-legg'd knights, their hosts ; 

Or wait for customers between 

The pillar-rows in Lincoln^s Inn ; 

Where vouchers, forgers, coiflraon-bail, 765 

And affidavit men, ne'er fail 

T' expose to sale all sorts of oaths, ' 

According to their ears and clothes, 

Their only necessary tools. 

Besides the Gospel and their souls : 770 

And when y* are furnished with all purveys 

I shall be ready at your service. 

I would not give, quoth Hudibras, ' ^ 

A straw to understand a case, 
742. Bongey was a Francibcan, and lived towards \Jm 
d of iliethirteemh century, a doctor of divinity in Ox- 
1, and a particular acquaintance of Friar Bacon's, 
lat ignorant age, every thing that seemed extraor- 
-y was reputed magic ; and so botli Bacon and Bon- 
'ent under tlie imputation of studying tlie black ah. 
ly also, publiaiiing a treatise of Natural Magic, con- 
<xonie well meaning credulous people in tbis 
t ext>ul it was altogether groundless ; for Bongpy 
provincial of his order, being a person of 
irtfi and piety. 
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Without the admirable skill 775 

To ^0Hnd and manage it at will ; 

To veer,' and tack, and steer a cause 

A^inst the weather-gage of laws 

And ring the changes upon cases 

As plain as noses upon faces, 780 

As you have well instructed me 

For which you've eamM (here 'tis) your fee. 

I long to practise your advice, 

And try the subtle artifice ; 

To bait a letter as vou bid ; 785 

As not lon^ after thus he did : ■ 

For having pumpM up all his wit. 

And humm'd upon it, thus he writ :— 



AN HISTORICAL EPISTLE OF 

HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 

1 WHO was once as ^roat as Ctesar, 
Am now reduced to Nebuchadnezzar f 
And from as fam*d a conqueror 
As ever took degree in war, 
Or did his exercise in battle, 5 

By you tum'd out to grass with cattle : 
For since I am deny 'a access 
To all my earthly happiness, 
Am fairn from the paradise 
.Of your ffood graces, and fair eyes ; 10 

Lost to the world anil you, I'm sent ' 

To everl&sting banishment. 
Where all the hopes I had t' have won 
Your heart, b'ing dash'd, will break my own. . 
Yet if you were not so severe - 15 

To pass your doom before you hear, 
You'd find, upon my just defence. 
How much y' have wrong'd my innoNcence. 
That once 1 made a vow^ to you, 
Whksh ye.t is unperform'd, 'tis true : 
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But not becaose it is unpaid, 
Til violated, though dejay'd ; 
Or, if it were, it is no fault, 
So heinous as you 'd have it thought ; 
To undergo the loss of ears, 25 

Like vul^ hackney pwrjurers : 
For there ^s a difference in the caso. 
Between the noble and the base ; ^ 
Who always are observM t' have done 1 
Upon »s different an account; 30 

The one for great and weighty cause, 
To salve in honour ugly flaws ; 
For none are Uke to do it pooner 
Than those who are nicest of their honour: 
The other for base gain and pay, 35 

Forswear and perjure by the day ; 
And make th' exposing and retailing 
Their souls and consciences a calling. 
^ It is no scandal, nor aspersion, 
Upon a great and noble persbn, 
To say he nat'rally abhorr'd 
Th' old-fashiou'd triojt to keep his word ; 
Though 'tis perfidiousness^ and shame 
In meaner men to do the same : 
For to be able to forget, 45 

Is found more useful to' the great, 
Than gout, or deafness, or bad eyes. 
To m&e 'em pass for wondrou&wise. 
But tiiongh the law on perjurers 
Inlets the forfeiture of ears, 50 

It is not just that does exempt 
The guifty, and punish th' innocent ; 
To make the -ears repair the wrong 
Committed by th' ungovom'd tongup ; 
And when one meml^r is forsworn, 55 

Another to be cropt or torn. 
And if you should, as you design, 
By course of law recover mine. 
You 're like, if you consider right. 
To ran but little honour by 't. 60 

For he that for his lady's sake 
Lays down his life or limbs at stake, 
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Does not so much deserve her favour, 

As he that pawns his soul to have her 

This y' have acknowl^g'd I have done, 65 

Although you now disdain to own; 

Bat sentence what you rathei^ ought 

T* esteem good service than a fau't. 

Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 

That literal sense the words infer, 70 

But, by the practice of the age. 

Are to bo judg'd how far th^engage ; 

And^ where the sense by custom 's checkt, 

Are found void, and of none effect. ' 

For no man takes or keeps a vow 75 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th' oblig'd to be so brittle, - 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper'd blades are found. 

Before they break, to bend quite round, 80 

So truest oaths are still most tough, 

And though they bow, are breaking proof. 

Then wherefore should thpy not b' allow'd 

In love a greater latitude? 

For as the law of arms approves 85 

All ways to ^onquest, so should loveV; 

And not be ty'd to true or false, 

But make that justest that prevails : 

For how can that which is above 

All empire, high and mighty Iqye, 90 ^ 

Submit its great prerogative 

To any other power alive ? 

Shall love, that to no crown gives place. 

Become the subject of a case ? 

The fundamental law of nature, 95 

. Bet over-rul'd by those made after? 
> Comi^iit the censure of its cause 

To any but its own great laws ; 

Love, that 's the world's preservative, 
' That keeps all souls of things alive ; 100 

Controls the mighty pow*r of fate, 

And ffives mankind, a longer date ; 

The fife of nature, that restores ~ 

As fast as time and death devours ; 
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To wboM free gift the world dow owv, 106 
Not only earth, out heaven too ; 
For love ■ the only trade that^ dttven. 
The interest of state in heav^'n. 
Which nothing but the soul of man 
Is capable to entertain. 110' 

For what can earth produce, but love, 
To represent the jojs above? 
Or who biit Jovera can converse, 
Like angels, by the eye-discourse T 
Address and compliment by vision ; 115 

Make love and court by intuition? 
And bum in amorous names as fierce 
As those celestial ministers? ' 

Then how can any thing offend. 
In order to so great an end ? ISO 

Or heay\i itself a sin resent,- 
Tl^at/or its own supply was meant ? 
That merits, in a kind mistake, 
A pardon for the offencc*s sake ? 
Or if it did not, but the cause - 185 

Were left to th' injury of laws, 
What tyranny can disapproyo 
There should be equity in love ? 
For laws that are inanimate, , " 

And feel no sense of love or hate, 190 

That have no passion of their own. 
Nor pity fo be wrought upon. 
Are only proper to inflict 
Revenue on criminals as strict: 
Bui to nave power to forgive, 135 

Is empire and prerogative ; ' 

And *ti8 in crowns a nobler gem 
To grant a pardon than Condemn. / ■ 

Then since so few do what they ought, 
Tis great t' mdulge a well-meant fau't : 140 
113. MetaphyBicians are of opinion, that aneetiud 
■oulB departed, being diverted of ^11 groU matl«? unS? 
stand each plher'8 scnUments by intuilionrSd coS^ 

121. In regard children are capable of beintt inlmkit. 
ants of heaven, therefore it 8l;ould m>t rweS hS^ 
-rfme to supply store of hihablianis for it. 
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For why should hd who made addreif, 

AH humble way», without suocesB, 

And met with nothing, in return, 

But inuolence, affironto, and scorn, 

Not strive by wit to countermine, 145 

And bravely carry his design ? 

He wno was usM so unlike a soldier, 

Blown up with philtres of lovei-powder; 

And after letting blood, and -purging, ^ 

Condemned to voluntary scourffing ; • 150 

AlarmM with many a horrid fright. 

And claw'd.with goblins in the night; 

Insulted on, reviPd, and jeer'd. 

With rude invasion of his beard ; 

And when your sex was foully scandallM, 155 

As foully by the rabble handled ; . 

AttackM by des|)icable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean aiid vulgar blows; 

And, after all, to be debarrM 

So much as standing on his guard ; 160 

When horses, being spurrM and prickM, 

Have leave to kick for being kicK^? 

Or why should you, whose mother-wits 
Are furnished with all perquisites. 
That with your.breeding>teeth begin, 165 

And nursing, babies, that lie in, . 
B* alloWd to put all tricks upon 
Our cully sf x, and we use none ? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Against your stratagems t' oppose ; 170 

Or oaths more feeble than your own, 
By which we are no less put down ? 
• Vou wound, like Parthians, while you fly,' 
And kill with a retreating eye ; 
Retire the more, the more we press, 175' 

To draw us.into ambushes. 
As pirates all false colours weaF 
T' intrap th' unwary mariner, 

173. Parthians are ibe inhabitants of a province la 
Persia : they are excellent horsemen, and very exqntoile 
at their iiows ; and it is reported of them, that they ge^ 
nerally s.'ew mcwr on their retreat than they did in tiie 
encasement. 

O 
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So women, to laipnae us, spread 

The boRow'd fla^ of white and red ; 181 

Display 'em thicker on their cheeks 

Than their, old grandmothers, the Picts } 

And raise more devils with tlleir looics, 

Than oonjurer''s less subtle books ; 

Laj trains^of amorous intri^es, 186 

In tow'rs, apd curls, and periwigs. 

With ereater art and cunning reared, 

ThanVhilip Nye's thanksgriying beard. 

Preposterously t^ entice and gain 

Those to adore 'em they disdain ; 190 

And only draw 'em in to clog 

With idle names a catalogue. 

A lover is, the more he 's brave, 
T' his mistress but the more a slave. 
And whatsoever she commands, 195 

Becomes a favour fi'om her hands ; , 
Which he 's obliged t' obey, and must, 
Whether it be unjust or iust. 
Then when he is compelrd by her 
T' adventures he would else forbear, 200 

Who with his honour can withstand, 
Since force is greater than command ^ 
And when necessity 's obey'd, 
Nothing can l>e unjust or bad : 
- And therefore when the mighty powers 205 
Of love, our great ally and yours. / 
Join'd forces not to be withstood 
By frail enamoured flesh and blood. 
Ail I have done, unjust or ill. 
Was in obedience to your will ; 210, 

And all the blame that Qan be due, - 
Falls to your cruelty, and you. ^ ~ 

Nor are those sqandals I confest, "^ 

Against my will and ii^rest, 
More than is daily done of course 215 

By all men, when they're under force : 
Whence some, upon Vae rack, confess 
What th' hangman and their prompters please ; 

188. One of the assembly of divines, very remariuililB 
for the singularity of his beard. 
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But are no sooner out of pain, 
lluui they deny it all again. S^ 

But when the deyil turns confessor, 
Tmth is a crime he takes no pleasure 
To hear, or pArdon, like the founder 
Of Hard, whom they all claim under ; 
And therefore when I told him none, - 225 
^ I think it was the wiser done. 
Nbr am I without precedent. 
The first that on th* adventure went i 
All mankind ever did of course, 
"^ And daily does the same, or worse. 230 

For iN^at romance can shew a lover, 
That had a lady to recover. 
And did not steer a nearer course. 
To fall aboard in his amours? 
And what at first was held a crime,^ 235 

Has tum'd to honourable \n time. , 

To what a height did infant Rome, 
By ravishing of women, come ! 
V^hat men upon their spouses seizM, 
And freely marryM where they pleas'd, 240 
They ne'er forswore themselves, nbr ly*d, 
Nor, in the mind they were iii, dvM ; 
Nor took the pains t' address and sue, 
'Nor play'd the masquerade to woo : 
DisdainM to stay for friends' consents, 245 
Nor juggled about settlements ; 
t>id need no licence, nor no priest, 
Nor friends, nor kindred, to assist ; 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 
In th' holy state of matrimony, 250 

Before they settled hands and hearts. 
Till alimony or death them parts : 

S237/ When Romulus had built Rome, he made it an 
asylum, or place ofrefuge, for all malefactors) and others 
obnoxious to the laws, to retire to, by which means it 
soon came to-be very populous ; but when he began to 
consider, that, without propagation, it would soon be 
destitute of inhabitants, he invented several fine shows, 
and invited the young Sabine woroen,tfaen neighbours to 
them ; and when they had tl^^ni secure, they ravished 
them ; from whence proceeded so numerous an offspring. 
SS3. Alimony is an allowance that the law |ives the 
woman for her separate maintenance upon living from 
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Nor would endure to stay until 

Tb' had got the v6ry bride*s good will ; 

But took a. wise and shorter course 235 

To win the ladies, downright force ; 

And justly made ''em prisoners then. 

As they have, oflen since, us men, 

With acting plays, and dancing jigs. 

The luckiest of alt lovers intrigues ; 2G0 

And when they had them at their pleasure, 

Then talkM of love and flames at leisure ; 

For after matrimony's over, 

He that holds out but half a lover, 

Deserves for ev'ry minute more 265 

Than half a year of love before ; 

For which the dame^, in contemplation 

Of that best way of application, 

ProvM nobler wives than e'er were known 

By suit or treaty to be won ; 270 

And such as all posterity 

Could never equal, nor come nigh. 

For .women^st were made for men« 
Not men for theiii. — It follows, then. 
That men have right to ev'ry one, 275 

And they no freedom of their own : 
And therefore men have powV to choose. 
But they no charter to refuse. 
Hence His apparent that, what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours, 280 

Though by the indlrectest way, 
'Tis no injustice, non foul play ; 
And that you ouffht to take that course. 
As we take you, for hotter or worse ; 
And gratefully submit to those ' 285 

Who yQu, before another, chose. 
For why should ev'ry savage beast 
Exceed his^reat lord's interest.^ 
H^e freer pow'r than he in grace, 
And nature, o'er the creature has ? 290 

Because the laws he since has made ' 
Hive cut off all the pow'r he had ; 

JwjrhujbMd. That and death are reckoned the odI» 
HparatloiM in a married utate. ^^ 

N 
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• RetrenohM the abeolute dominion 
That nature gave him over women ; 
When ail his powV will not extend 395 

One law of nature to suspend ; 
And but to offer to repeal 
The smallest clause, is to rebel. 
This, if men rightly understood 
Their privilege, they would make good ; 300 
And not, like sots, permit their wives 
T' encroach on their prerogatives ; 
For which sin they deserve to be 
Kept as they are, in slavery : 
And this some precious gifted teachers, 305 ^ 
UnrevVently reputed leachors. 
And disobeyM in making love, 
Have vowM to all the world to prove. 
And make ye sbffer, as you ought, 
For that \incharitable fau't 310 

But I foreet myself, and rove 
Beyond th' instructions of my Ipve. 

Forgive me (Fair) and only blame 
Th' extravagancy of my fiamo. 
Since -'tis too much at once to shew 315 

Excess of love ami temper too. 
All I have said th,at 's bad and true, 
Was -never meant to aim at you. 
Who have so sov Veign a control 
O'er that poor slave of yours, my soul, 320 
That, rather than to forfeit you. 
Has venturM loss of heaven too ; 
Botli with an equal. pow'r possest. 
To render all that serve you blest ; 
But none like him, who^s.destinM' either 325. 
To have or lose you both together ; 
And if you 11 but this fault release 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
1 11 pay down all that vow, and more, 
Which you commanded, and I swore, , 330 
And expiate upon my skin 
Th* arrears in full of all my sin : 
For tis but just that I should pay 
Th' accruing penance for delay ; 
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Which diall be done, until it m(9re 335 

Your equal pHy and your love. 
The knight perusing this Epistle, 

Boliev'd h' had brought her to his whistle. 

And read it like a jocund lover, 

With great applause, t' himself, twice over ; 340 

Subscribe his name^ but at a fit 

And humble distance, to his wit ; 

And dated it with wondrous art, 
. Giv'n from the bottom of his heart ; 

Then seal'd it with his coat of love, 845 

A smoking fagot^ — and above. 

Upon a scroll — I bum, and weepi 

An^ near it— For her Ladyship, 

Of all her sex most excellent, 

These to her gentle hands present : 350 

Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 

With lessons how t' observe and eye her. 
She first consider'd which was better, 

To send it back, or bum the letter : 
* But guessing that it might import^ 355 

Though nettling else, at least her spoil, 

She openM it, and read it out. 

With many a smile arfd leering flout ; 

ResoIvM to answer it in kind. 

And thus performM what she designed. 360 
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THE KNIGHT. 

That you 're a beast, and tum'd to grass, 
Is no strange news, nor ever was. 
At least to me, who once, you know, ' 

Did from the pound replevin you. 
When both your sword and spurs were well 5 
\ combat by an Amazon : 
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That sword, that did (like Fate) detennine 

Th' inevitable death of verrain. 

And never dealt its furious blows, 

Bat cufr the throats of pigs and cows, 10 

By Trulla was, in sinffle fight, 

DisarmM and wrested from its Kniglit ; 

Your heels degraded of your spurs, 

And in the> stocks close prisoners ; 

Where still they'd lain, in base restraint, 15 

If I, in pity of your complaint. 

Had not, on honourable conditions. 

Released 'em from the worst of prisons; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you would) forfi;et; 90^ 

When, being free, you strove t' evade "* 

The oaths youJbad in prison made ; 

Forswore yourself, and first deny'd it, 

But aflOT own'd and justify'd it ; 

And when y' had falsely broke one voW, 25 

AbsolvM yourself by breaking two : 

For while you sneakingly submit. 

And beg for pardon at our feet, 

Discourag'd by your guiUy fears. 

To hope for quarter for your ears, 30 

And doubting 'twas in vain to sue, 

You claim us boldly as your due ; 

Declare that treachery and force. 

To deal with us, is th' only course ; 

We have no title nor pretence 35 

To body, soul, or conscience; 

But ouffht to fall to that man'^i share 

That claims us for his proper ware. 

These are the motives which, t' induce 

Or fright us into love, you use; - 40 

A pretty new way of eaUanting, 

Between soliciting and ranting ; 

Like sturdy beggars, that entreat 

For charity at once, and threat ! 

But smce you uifdertake to prove 45 

Your own proprietv in love, 

As if we were but lawful ^rize 

Id war between two enemiei^ 
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Or forfeituref, which ev'ry lover, 

That would but sue for, might recover, 5& 

It is not hard to understand 

The mysfry of this bold demand, 
• That cannot at our persons aim,. 

But something capable of claim. 
'Tis not those palU^ counterfeit 55 

French stones, which in our e^es you set. 

Bat our right diamonds, that inspire 

And set your amVous hearts on fire : 

Nor can thos^ fidse St. Martinis beads, 

Which on our lips you lav for reds, 60 

-And make us wear, like Indian dames. 

Add fuel to your scorching flames. 

But those true rubies of the rock. 

Which in our cabinets we lock. 

*Tls not those orient pearls, our teeth, 65 

That you are so transported with ; 

But those we wear about our necks. 

Produce those amorous effects. 

Nor is 't those threads of gofd, our hair. 

The periwigs you make us wear ; 70 

But tnose bright guineas in our chbsts. 

That light the wild-fire in your breasts. 

These love-tricks I 've been vers'd in so, 

That all their sly intrigues I know, ' 

And can unriddle, by uieir tones, ^ • 75 

Their mystic cabals and jargons ; 

Can t6ll what passions, by uieir sounds, - 
JPine for-thebeautie? of my grounds; 

What raptures'fond and amorous 

O^ th' charms and graces of my house ; 80 . 

What ecstasy and scorching flame 

Bums for my money ki my name ; 

What from th* unnatural desire 

To beasts and cattle takes its fire ; 

What tendef sigh, and tricking teaTi ' B5 

Longs for a thousand pounds a year ; 

And languishing transport^ are fond 

Of statute, mortage, bill, and bond. 
These are th' attracts which most meiTfaU 
-«mour'd, at firat sight, withal ; 90 
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To these tii' addresB with serenaded, ^ 
And court with balls and masquerades ; 
And jet, for all the jeaming pain 
Y' have suffered for their loves in vain, 
I fear they '11 prove so nice and coy 95 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy. 
That all your oaths and labour lost. 
They 11 ne'er turn ladies of the post 
This is not meant to disapprove 
Tour judgment in your choice of love ; 100 
Whicn is so wise the greatest part 
Of mankind study 't as an art ; 
For love should, uke a deodand, 
StiU ML to th' owner of the hmd ; 
And where there 's substance for its ffround, 105 
Cannot but be more firm and soimd 
Than that which has the slightest bas& 
Of airy virtue, wit, and graces ; 
Which is of such thin suhtlety. 
It steels and creeps in at the eye, 110 

And, as it can't endure to stay, 
Steals out again as nice a way. 
' But love, that its extraction owns 
From solid gold and precious stones, 
Must, like its shining parents, prove 115 

As solid, and as glorious love. 
Hence 'tis you have no way t' express 
Our charms and graces- but by these : 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Whidi beauty invadeii and conquers with, 190 
But rubies, pearls, and diamondB, 
With which a philter love commands ? 

This is the whj aU parents prove. 
In managing theur children's love. 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed, 1S5 
As if th' were burying of the dead ; 
Cast earth to earth, as in the grave, 
To join in wedlock all they have, 
And, when the settlement 's in force, 
Take all the rest for better or worse : 130 

For money has a power above 
The stars and fate to manage lore* 
09 
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Whoae ifrowf, leftrned poets hold. 

That never uum, are tippM with gold. 

And thouffh some saj the parents^ claimB 135 

To make ToTe in their children's names. 

Who many times at once provide 

The nuVse, the husband, and the bride. 

Feel darts and charms, attracts and flames, 

And ^^oo and contract in their names, - 140 

And, as they christen, u^ to marry 'em. 

And, like their gossips, answer for 'em ; 

Is not to give in matrimony, 

Bat sell and prostitute for money ; 

'Tis better than their own betrothing, 145 

Who often do 't for worse than nothing ; 

And when th' are at their own dispose. 

With greater disadvantage choose. 

All this is right ; but for the course 

Tou take to do % by fraud or force, 15C 

Tis so ridiculous, as soon 

As told, 'tis never to be done,' 

No more than setters can betray, 

That tell what tricks they are to play. 

Marriage, at best, is but a vow, 155 

Which all men either break or bow : 

Then what will those forbear to do. 

Who perjure when they do but woo ? 

Such as before-hand swear and lie, 

For earnest to their treachery, 160 

And, rather than a crime confess, 

With greater strive to make it less ? 

Like thieves, who, after sentence past. 

Maintain their innocence to the last ; 

And when their crimes were made appear 165 

As plain as witnesses can swear. 

Yet, when the wretches come to die, 

Will take upon their death a lie. 

133, The.poets feign Cupid to have two sorts of ar 
rows ; the one tipped with gold, and the other with lead. 
The golden always inspire and inflame love in the per- 
sons he wounds with them ; but, on the contrary, the 
leaden create the utmost aversion and hatred. ^ With 
the first of these he shot Apollo, and with the other 
^ne, according to Ovid. 
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Not are the yirtues you confessed 

T' your ghostly father, as you guess'd, 170 

So slight as to* be justify 'd 

By being as shamefully deny*d ; 

As if you thought your word would pass 

Point-blank, on botli sides of a case; 

Or credit were not to be lost 175 

B' a brave Knight-Errant of the Post, 

That eats perfidiously his word, 

And swears his ears through a two-inch board; 

Can own the same thing, and disown. 

And periure booty ,'^pro and con ; 180 

Can make the Gospel serve his turn, 

And help him out, to be forsworn'; 

When 'Us laid hands upon, and kist. 

To be betrayM and sold, like Christ. 

These are the virtues in whose name 185 

A right to all the world you claim, 

And boldly challenge a domuiion. 

In grace and nature, o^r all women ; 

Of whom no less will satisfy 

Than all the sex your tyranny. 190 

Although you '11 find it a hard province, 

With all your crafty frauds and covins, 

To govern such a numerous crew, . 

Who, one by one, now govern you ; 

For if you all were Solomons, 195 

And ^ise and great as he was once, 

You '11 find they 're able to subdue 

(As they did him) and baffle you. 

And if you are impos'd upon, 
'Tis by your own temptation done, 200 

That with your ignorance invite. 
And teach us how to use the dight; 
For when we find y' are still more taken 
With false attracts of our own making. 
Swear that 's a rose, and that a stone, 205 

Like sots, to us that laid it on. 
And what we did but slightly prime, 
Most ignorantly daub in rhyme. 
You force us, in our own defences. 
To copy beams and influences; SIQ 
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To lay perfectioM on the grAoM, 
And <fraw ftttraots upon our faces, 
And, in compliance to your wit. 
Tour own fatoe jewels counteHmt : 
For by the practice of those arts 215 

We gam a mater share of hearts } • 

And those desenre in reason most, 
That greatest pains and study cost : 
For great perfections are, like heaven, 
Too ridi a present to be given. 230 

Nor are these master-strokes of beauty 
To be performed without hard duty. 
Which, when they 're nobly^done and well. 
The simple natural excel. 
How fair and sweet the planted rose S35 

Beyond the wild in hedges grows I 
for without art the noblest seeds 
Of flow'rs degenerate into weeds. 
How dull and rugged, ^re 'tis ground 
And polish'd looks a diamond! 230' 

Though Paradise were e'er so fair, 
It was not kept sc without care. 
The whole world, without art and dress. 
Would be but one great wilderness ; 
And mankind but a savage herd, 235 

For all that nature has conferr'd : 
This does but rouffh-Ww, and design ; 
Leaves art to poltsn and refine. 
Though women first w«re made for men, 
Tet men were made for them agen ; ' 24$- 
For when (outwitted by his wife) 
'Man first tum'd tenant but for life, 
If women had not ittter?enM, t «. 

How soon had mankind had an end ! 
And thatit is in being yet, 245 

To us alone you are in debt 
And where 's your liberty of choice. 
And our unnatural no voice ? 
Since all the privHege you boast. 
And falsely usurp'd, or vainly lost, 2SKI 

^.now omr right; to whose creatioB 
''we your hi^>py restoration \ . 
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And if we had not weighty cause 

To not appear, in making laws, 

We could, in spite of all your tricks, 255 

And shallow, formal politics. 

Force you our managements t' obey, 

As we id yours (in snow) give way. 

Hence 'tis that, while you vainly strive 

T' advanbe your hiffh prerogative, 260 

You basely,^afler all yourJ[)raves, 

Submit, and own yx>urselyes our slaves ; 

And 'cause we do not make it known. 

Nor publicly our int'rest own. 

Like sots, suppose we have no shares - 265 

In ord'ring you and your affairs. 

When all yodr empire and command 

Tou have from us at second hand ; 

As if a pilots that appears 

To sit still onjy while he steers, 270 

And does not make a noise and stir, 

Like ev^ry common mariner, 

Knew nothing of the card, nor star. 

And did not guide the man-of-war ; 

Nor we, because we don^t appear 275 

In councils, do not ffovem there ; 

While, like the mighty Prester John, 

Whose person none dares look upon. 

But is preserv'd in close disguise. 

From being made cheap to vulgar eyes, 280 

W enjoy as large a pow'r unseen,- 

To govern him, as he does men ; 

Andin the right of our Pope Joan, 

Make emptors at our f^t fall down : 

Or Joi^n de PucePs braver name, • 285 

Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

3T7. Prester John,an absolute prince, emperor of Abys- 
sinia or Etbiopitt. One of them is reported to have had 
seventy Icings for his va8sal8,and so su|ierb and arro^nt, 
4hat none durst^oolc upon him without his permission. 

985. Joan of Are,caUed also the Pueelle,oi^ Maid of Or- 
leans. She was bom at ihe.town of Damremi, on the 
M^se, daughter of James de Arc, and Isabella Romee; 
and wasbrednpa shepherdess in the country. At the age 
of eighteen or twenty she pretended to an express com- 
mission from God to go to the relief of Orleans, then be- 
1 by the English, and defended by John Compte ^ ' 
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Who, though a Bpinster, yet was able 
To terve France for a Grand Constable. 

We moke and execute all laws. 
Can judge the judges and the cause ; 390 

Prescribe all nues of rif ht and wron^r 
To th* Ions' robe, and we longer tongue, 
'Gainst which the world has no defence, 
Bift our more powerful eloquence. 
We manage , things of greatest weight 295 
In all the world^s aiTairs of state ; 
Are ministers of war and peace, 
That sway all nations how. we please. - 
We rule all churches and their flocks. 
Heretical and orthodox ; 300 

And are the heavenly vehicles 
O' th* spirits in all conventicles. 
By us is all commerce and trade 
Improved, and managed, and decay'd ; 
For nothinff can ^o off so well, ' 305 

Nor bears that price, as what we sell. 
We rule in ev^ry public meeting, 
And make men do what we judge fitting ; 
Are magistrates in all great towns, 
Where men do nothing but wear gowns. 310 
We make the man-of-war strike sail. 
And to our braver conduct Veil, 
And, when h^ has chas'd his enemies. 
Submit to us upon his knees. 

Dennis, and almost reduced to the last extremitj. She 
went to tbe coiron:ition of Charles the Seventh, when he 
was almost ruined. She knew that prince in the midst 
of his nobles, though meanly habited. The doctors of 
divinity, and membersofparliamentopenly declared that 
there was something supernatural in her conduct. She 
sent for a sword,which lay in the tomb of a lcnight,which 
was behind the great altar of the church of St. Katharine 
de Forbois, upon the blade of which the cross and flower- 
de-luces Were engraven, which put the Icing in a very 
great surprise, in regard none besides himself icnew of it. 
upon this he sent her with the command of some troops, 
with v«hich she relieved Orleans, and drove the English 
from ir. defeated Talbot at the baUle of Pattai, and re- 
covered Champagne. At last she was unfortunately 
••^ken prisoner in a sally at Champagne in 1430, and 

for a witch or sorceress, condemned, and burnt to 

1 marketplaee in May, 1430. 

Digitized by Google 



TO THE KNIGHT. 303 

Is there an officer of state 315 

Untimely raisM, or magistrate, 

That ^s haughty and imperious? 

He 's but a journeyman to us, 

That, as be gives us cause to do 't. 

Can keep him in, or tuni bim out. 320 

We are your guardians, that increase 
Or waste your fortunes how we please ; 
And as you humour us can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

'Tis we that can dispose, alone, 395 

Whether your heirs shall be your own. 
To whose integrity you must. 
In spite of all your caiftion, trust ; 
Atid, 'less you fiy beyond the seas. 
Can fit you with what heirs we please ; 330 
And force you t' own 'em, though begotten 
By French valets, or Irish footmen. 
Nor can the jigoroursest course 
Prevail, unless to make us worse ; 
Who still, the harsher we are us'd, 336 

Are farther off from b'ing reduced, 
And scorn t' abate, for any ills. 
The least punctilios of our wills. 
Force does but whet our wits t' apply 
Arts, bom with us for remedy ; . 340 

Which all your politics, as yet, 
Have ne'er been able to defeat ; 
For when y' have try'd all sorts of ways, 
What fools d' we make of you in plays '. 
While all the favours we afford, 345 

Are^ut to girt you with the sword. 
To fiffht our battles in our steads. 
And have your brains beat out ©' your heads ; 
Encounter, in despite of nature. 
And fight at once with fire and water, 350 
With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas, 
Our pride and vanity t' appease ; 
Kill one another, and cut throats, 
For our good graces, and best thoughts ; 
To do your exercise for honour, 355 

And have your brains beat out the sooner; 
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Or cracked, as learnedly, apon 

Things that are never to be known ; 

And still appear the more industrious, 

The more your projects are prepostVous ; 360 

To square the curcle of the arts, 

And run stark mad to.shew your parts ; 

Expound the oracle of laws. 

And turn them which way we see cause ; 

Be our solicitors and agents, 365 

And stand for us in all engagements. 

And these are all tlie mighty powers 
You vainly boast to cry down ours. 
And what in real valuers wanting, 
Supply with vapouring and rantmg ; 370 

Because yourselves are terrify M, 
And stoop to one another's pride, 
Believe we h&Ve as little wit 
To be out-hectorM, and submit : 
By your example, lose that right 375 

In treaties which we gain'd in fight ; 
And, terrify M into an. awe. 
Pass on ourselves a Salique law ; 
Or, as some nations use, give place. 
And truckle to your mighty race ; 380 

Let men usurp th' unjust dominion, 
As if they were^^the better women. 

37a The Baliqne law is a law in Franee, whereby M 
is enacted that no female shall Inherit that crown* 
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In nature, ib. 1. 305.— His Zany, p. 155. U 325.— See Wha- 
chum.— His observatory, p. 157. 1. 403.— Skill in observa- 
tion, ib. 1. 413.— On the phenomenon of a paper-kite and 
lantern, ib. 1. 425.— His instructions lo Whachum on Hudi- 
bras's coming to him, p. 159. 1. 48&— Juggle with on his er- 
rand, p. 160. 1. 519.— Artful return to Hudibraa^s compli- 
ment, lb. 1. 549. — Tells him the occasion of his coming, p, 
161. 1. 557.— Defends astrology, its professors, practices, &c. 
from p. 161. 1. 575. to p. 172, 1, 998.— Arms, and attacks him, 
p. 174. 1. 1041.— Is disarmed, defeated, and plundered, ib. 1, 
1057 .-T Policy in escaping, p. 175, 1. 1107. 
^'nods, compared to bear-gardena , . , . 93 1095 

To the inquisition 94 1149 

A commonwealth of popery 56 1203 

ynod-men, their characteristic ■ . , . 9i 1309 
ALGOL (the bulcher,) p. 43. L 299.— His reply to Hudibras 
on the bear-baiting, p,54. 1. 684— Defence ot his attack, p, 
56. 1. 786-— Dismounts him, p. 58. 1. 861,— Is wounded, p. 79. 
1. 535.— Assists in Trulla's triumph, p. 89. 1. 066, 
'aliacotius's sympathetic noses . , . . 17 281 

'eeth and swords compared 42 261 

'ranee described 210 1127 

'rimming approTed .,,.,.. 255 1291 
YuUa (the tinker's wench,) p. 45. 1. 365,— Her resolution, ib. 
1. 369.— Assists in the beards relief, p. 68, 1. 97,— Her light- 
ness, ib. 1. 101.— Speech to Cerdon on the relief of the bear, 
ib. 1. 110.— Romantic care of him, p, 70. I. 155.— Defeats 
Hudibraa. p. 85. 1. 783.— Harangue to him thereon ib. 1, 785. 
—Reply to his answer, p,86. 1. 814,— Re -attacks and defeats 
him, ib. 1.823.— Insults him. p, 87. 1. 855.— Reply to his an- 
swer, ib. 1. 885.— Answer to his reply, p. ^. 1, 905.— Gives 
him her mantle (a modern example applied,) ib. h 919— 
Protects him from the fury^of the rest, p. 89. 1. 929.— Re- 
solves to exchange him for Crowdero, p. 88. 1. 913, p. 89. 1. 
950.— Her resolution approved of, ib, 1. 953.— Triumphs over 
him and Ralpho p. 90. 1, 909.- The manner of it, ib. 1. 975. 
—Puts both m the stocks, ib. 1. looo, 
Trusts broken, not so desperate in trial as a neck 114 509 
/ALOUR, active and passive distinguished . . "^ 91 1029 
Best trial of valour in soldiers . . . ,107 249 
The effects of too much, or too little . . . 208 1065 
V^inue and grace too near akin to be coupled . . 218 1293 

WAGERS, fools' arguments 108 299 

Wedlock without love compared , . . . 109 S^i 
Properly compared 116 64g 
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313 " INDEX. 

See Marriages, 

Whachunm, SidrophePe Zany, or journeyman, his qualifica. 
tioiis, p. 155. 1. 3"23.— Employmeiit in the conjuring trade. 
ib. I. 335.— Skill in poetry, ib. 358.— Encomium on it, p. 156 
I. 384.— Receives Hudbiras and pumps Ralpho, p 1S9 K 
494.— Juggles with Si drophel on Hud ibras's errand, p. 160. 
L 522.- Assists Sidrophel to attack him, p. 174. I, 1055.— 
Throws down his arms, and is wounded, ib. 1, 10G3. 

Wiiipping, its praises, p. 121. 1. 8U. to 816-- D8e,&c, in love, 
p. (02. f. 845.— Exanipks of it, p. 123. 1. 875. 

Whipping-post described, p. 65. 1. 1150,— The honour aud 
prrvllegt's of its tenants, p. 121 . 1. 797 to 824. 
^ Widow, (Hud ibras'a mistress,) her qualities, p. 74.1. 321.-- 
Behaviour on the news of his being iu the stocks^ p. 103. I. 
91,— Expostulation on the sight of him there, p, 104, 1, 123, 
-Answer to his first address to her, p. 105. 1. 153.— The con- 
versation conlTOucd on the fortune of war, pain, honour 
valour, love, and whipping, to p. 123. 1. 895.— Answer to hi9 
address to her on assurance of having performed, his oath, 
p. 1S6. I. 187.— The dialogue thereon continued, to p. 208. 1. 
1053.— Answer to his claiming her promise of marriage, p. 
195. 1. 545.— The management and comforts of it debated, to 
p. 205. 1. 936.— Concluded by her ^vith its true motives, ib. 1. 
937.— Answer to his epistle,-p. 294- 

Women, their zeal, &c. celebrated, p. 143. 1. 775.— Passion 
for precedence, p.J86. 1. 169.— Arts in amour, p. 289. 1. 173. 
—Power over mankind, p. 290. 1. 191.— Out of complaisance 
to them ib, 1. 199.— Men as much made for them, as they 
for men, p. 300. 1. 239.— The advantages on thew^oman'a 
Bide, ib. 1. 241.— Influence over the men— ia politics, p. 301 • 
1,253.— In church affairs, p. 302. 1. 299.- In trade, ib. 1.803. 
—In magistracy, lb. 1. 307.— In war, ib. 1. 31!.— In promo- 
tions, p. 303. 1. 315,— In estates, ib. 1. 321.— In heirs to them, 
Ib. 1. 325.— Worse for ill usage, ib. 1, 333.— Men their fools in 
lheplay,ib, 1,343. 
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